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In conjunction with ongoing efforts to help diminish 

the spread of white-nose syndrome among hibernating 

cave bats, the Central Connecticut Grotto encourages 

all cavers to follow recommended gear-cleaning and 

disinfection protocols. These can be found on  the NSS 

White-Nose Page (www.caves.org/WNS/). Your con-

tinued cooperation and support is appreciated. 

In late June 2015, I received a package containing sev-

eral attractive award pinsˈin both Honorable Mention 

and Merit categoriesˈfrom the NSS Cover Arts Salon 

Committee. These newly minted pins are a nice addi-

tion to the traditional ribbons given out during the 

awards banquet.  
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 CENTRAL CONNECTICUT GROTTO 

OFFICERS (2015) 

  Chair:    Lee C. Del Valle 

  Vice Chair:   Steve Millett 

  Treasurer:   Norm Berg 

  Secretary:   Ashley Pospisil 

  Webmaster:   Norm Berg 

  Membership:   Diane Lucas 

  Safety:    Doug Truitt 

  Conservation:   JeffMacDonald 

  Vertical:   Felicia Millett 

  Equipment:   Steve Millett 

  Member at Large:  Jansen Cardy 

  Newsletter Editor:  Danny Brass 

 

Grotto officers can be reached through the CCG email 

address (info@ctcavers.org). The newsletter editor can be 

reached at underground_newsletter@yahoo.com. 

The Central Connecticut Grotto (CCG) is a local chapter 

of the National Speleological Society (NSS) dedicated to 

the exploration, scientific study, and conservation of 

caves and all aspects of the underground environment, as 

well as promoting a spirit of camaraderie and fellowship 

among cavers. Membership is open to anyone who shares 

these interests. Regular membership dues are $5.00 per 

year. Non-voting youth or full-time student membership 

dues are $2.00 per year. Institutional membership is free. 

Please visit www.caves.org/grotto/ccg/join.htm for addi-

tional membership information. Grotto meetings, consist-

ing of a short business meeting followed by a caving 

presentation, are usually held on the 3rd Tuesday of each 

month, starting at 7:00 p.m. However, the date, time, and 

location of meetings may vary, so please check the CCG 

website (www.caves.org/grotto/ccg/) or contact grotto 

chair Lee C. Del Valle (860-940-0829) for any updates. 

The Underground Movement is the official newsletter of 

the CCG. Submissions can be contributed by grotto mem-

bers as well as friends of the grotto. Opinions expressed 

in articles are not necessarily a reflection of the official 

position of the CCG and NSS or shared by the newsletter 

editor, CCG officers, or grotto members. Unless it has 

been independently copyrighted (as indicated by É or as 

ñreproduced with permissionò), material published in The 

Underground Movement may be reprinted in any NSS-

affiliated publicationðpending permission of the author/

photographerðprovided appropriate credit is given and 

either a hard copy or a digital file made available. 

Submissions to The Underground Movement, including 

original or reprinted articles, photographs, and letters to 

the editor are welcome. Digital files, composed in Mi-

crosoft Word with minimal formatting, should be sent to 

the editor at underground_newsletter@yahoo.com. Imag-

es should be sent as jpegs or tiff files. The CCG cannot 

publish copyrighted material without written permission 

of the copyright holder. Contributors are responsible for 

determining whether material is copyrighted as well as 

for securing appropriate permission. 
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From the Editorôs Desk 

I would like to express my thanks to those who contribut-

ed to the last several issues of The Underground Move-

ment as well as to everyone who contributed to this 

monthôs issue. It is only through continued submissions 

from the membership and friends of the grotto that a via-

ble newsletter can be sustained. 

In late June, I received an interesting package in the mail 

from Blake Jordan, the Chair of the NSS Cover Arts Sa-

lon. In it were a number of award pins to complement 

Honorable Mention and Merit Award ribbons for cover 

art submitted for the 2013 and 2014 annual NSS Conven-

tions. Award recipients for the 2013 and 2014 Cover Arts 

Salons included Scott Dankof, Jacob Kirk, Felicia Millett, 

Alan Cressler, and myself. Respective pins have been 

made available to those who contributed award-winning 

cover material for the newsletter. 

I also just learned that our newsletter was awarded a num-

ber of ribbons in the Cover Arts Salon at this yearôs con-

vention, including Honorable Mention Awards for Thom-

as Holder and Steve Millett, Merit Awards for Randy 

Babb (Arizona Game and Fish Department) and Dorit 

Hockman (Oxford University), and the Best of Show 

Award for Jacob Kirk. Congratulations and well done all! 

As Iôve mentioned above, a thriving newsletter is depend-

ent on submissions. So let me take a moment, once again, 

to thank those who contributed photographs, artwork, or 

articles for publication in The Underground Movement.   

For this monthôs convention issue, I would also like to 

extend my thanks to George Jaegers for sending me sev-

eral photographs of various convention venues and to 

Roger Brucker for his article on the Cave Writers Work-

shop. Roger has hosted an all-day writing workshop at the 

NSS Convention for several years. I would encourage 

convention attendees interested in writing material for 

newsletter submissions to stop in and visit the workshop 

from year to year. Perhaps it will stimulate a reluctant 

writer to finally write that long overdue article youôve 

been promising to do.  

 

The National Speleological Society (NSS) is a non-

profit organization dedicated to the scientific study of 

caves and karst; protecting caves and their natural con-

tents through conservation, ownership, stewardship, and 

public education; and promoting responsible cave explo-

ration and fellowship among those interested in caves. 

 

Close to 200 regional member organizations (called grot-

tos) make up the backbone of the NSS. Grottos are devoted 

to the training of both novice and advanced cavers, as well 

as to the continued development and refinement of equip-

ment and technique for safe underground exploration. Grot-

tos conduct meetings, organize training programs, and 

sponsor caving trips on a regular basis. Interested beginners 

are welcome. Information on membership in the NSS and 

its various programs and activities can be found at 

www.caves.org/. 

 

Although membership in the NSS is not a requirement for 

joining the CCG, all CCG members are strongly encour-

aged to join the NSS. In terms of educational opportuni-

ties available, acquisition of caving skills and experience, 

and the potential for networking with other cavers on a 

local, regional, or even global scale, the benefits to cavers 

of NSS membership are incalculable. 

�6�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �W�K�D�Q�N�V�� �W�R�� �0�H�U�U�L�O�O�� �$�Q�Q�� �*�R�Q�]�D�O�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V�O�\�� �D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��
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CAVE SOFTLY 

Take Nothing But Pictures 

Leave Nothing But Footprints 

Kill Nothing But Time 

Volume 15, Number 8                                        FROM THE EDITORôS DESK                                        August 2015 

   The Underground Movement 


