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TAG Caver is the official newsletter of the
Sewanee Moutain Grotto& is published on a
quarterly basis. Sewanee Mountain Grotto is a
non- profit internal organization of the

National Speleological Sociatgdicated to the
exploration, mapping and conservation of
caves. If you are interested in joininfgget
Sewanee Mountain Grotto we invite you to
attend one of our monthly grotto meetings.
Meetings are held the second Saturday of each
month at various locations the heart of TAG

A typical meeting starts with a potluck dinner
at 6pm GT followed by the meetig at 7pm.

On occasion we also have special presentations
following our meetings. Annual dues are $10
per person and are due in January. Please
emailsewaneemountaingrotto @caves.ooy

one of our editas for more information on the
location of our next meeting. You may also visit
our website at
http://www.caves.org/grotto/sewaneemountai
ngrotto/

2011 Sewanee Mtn Grotto Officers

Chairpersn: Jason Hardy

Vice Chair & ProgramBeter Michaud
Treasurer: Blaine Grindle

Secretary: Bambi Dunlap

Member atlLarge: Maureen Handler
ConservatiorChair: Maureen Handler
Webmaster: Will Urbanski

Trip leaderPeter Michaud

TAG Caver Editars

Kelly Smallwod
Rowland7840@bellsouth.net
Jason Hardy

wmjhardy@yahoo.com

Email articles and photos for submissions to
one of our editors. Content may include
articles/photos fom non members as well as
other caving regions. Statements and opinions
expressed in the TAG Caver do not necessarily
reflect the policies or beliefs of the Sewanee
Mountain Grotto or the NSS.
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

June 18 6 SMG Meeting atJ ason Hardyds house i
Potluck dinner 6pm, followed by meeting at 7pm.

July 9" d SMG Meetingat Ch ar | i pertySrotiick dinmer &pm,o
followed by meeting at 7pm.

July 18' 8 22" 3 NSS Convention in Glenwood Springs, Colorado. Visit
http://nss2011.org/ for more info.

August 13 d SMG Meeting at Sinking Cove Cave Preserve. Cave trips during the day. Potluck dinner
6pm, followed by meetingat 7pm.The SMG has t he preser EHaehnfember t he
will need to sign an SCCI WNS statement.

SeptembersLd 5" § SMG Annud Pupfest Event. Led cave trips, canoeing and lots of fun. Potluck dinner
5pm Sunday night with annual fundraising auction to follow at 7pm.

Connect with the Grotto

I f youdre new to th
ways you can get to know other members:

=g@\ Join us on a Grotto Trip, Survey
= Trip or a Cleanup.

Sewanee Mountain Remailer
After you have joined the grotto, join our mailing list to keep up to date with cave trips and meetings.
Go to: http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/sewannee_mountain_grotto/ and

click join. Pl ease provide your real name so wedl

-

Sewanee Mountain Grotto under groups.

:8 Facebookd Join our official unofficial Facebook Page to meet o#tr area cavers and plan trips. Search for
=

Support the Grotto~ Grotto Merchandise

The Grotto now has hats with our logo embroidered on them. Hats are $15 each and
supply is limited. We alsotdl have Guidebooks& Stickers remaining from the SERA
2010 event. The stickers are the Logo for the Sewanee Mountain Grotto and are $1
each. Guidebooks are $10 each. Please contact Kelly Smallwood
(rowland7840@bellsouth.ne} to purchaseany of these items
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THE TAG SCOOP

Hdcome new SME  wembers: Tom Coer; G Fol {1 Tulanne
1l Rowrsey,

_f*l’r& the Ao Grotio md‘n% tembers possed ol of the proposed updated byl Log
‘pn‘\'o‘\'keyd\oo%rou?'\'o éoamboAacoPy.

HYou con also dornlood an Updated Merbership List from the Yohoo Group.

';***W‘\}? dues ore 1@, You con poy of the next me‘\"r\% or You con send Yhet
v srad mal T you ace waling Your dues pleose send a check payable Fo Semonee

- Mowntoin Grotto, 782 WM Heart Lane, Seronee, N 37375,  Moke sure You ncude your
’_con'\nc'\' nforvation (wm«e, 0ddress, phone nubser ¢ emal 0ddress) ¢ your NSS Nutser,

- HPoning. on actfending the 2001 Converfion n Colorado?  Checke oixt the waebs site
eanss2@llorg for more nformation,  Other grotio menbers ace plaming on acending os

“V\le\\ so there ore FoSShN‘HeS for cor Poo\l\%.

New Grotto Merchandi seé!

The Grotto now has hats featuring our
logo embroidered on the front. The logo
is approx 2 inches in diametemd the hats

are$15 eachupplies are limited. Please
contact Kelly Smallwood to purchase
rowland7840@bellsouth.net
or by phone at
678 758 1761
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RUSSELL CAVE WATERSHED RESTORATION

When the Sewanee Mountain Grotto reactivated, it was decided
that we wai | d devot e part of our
conservation. In late 2005, the grotto decided to adopt the
Russell Cave Watershed as a conservation project. While Russel
Cave is located in Alabama, the largest portion of the watershed
was in Tennessee. r@e Mountain Road, which runs down

A T through the watershed was the site of historic dumping. One
mile from the top of the road was one of the largest roadside dumps | had ever seen. Looking down the
ravine at the head of the watershed was a huge pile sti appliances, furniture, tire& trash. SMG
decided to 6adoptd this watershed in order to
would be a 33 5 year project.

set up at the huge dmp. 32 cavers showed up if
the freezing cold and we moved 8 TONS of debr|
in one day. Unfortunately, it was SO cold, thaj
Marion Countyds assistek
hauled the majority of the debris to the dump ourselves! Over the next year, twmre SMG/SKTF
clean ups were done. Both of these with the haul system, still working on the first dump! In all, we
removed 20 tons of debris from one dump site, including over 400 tires!

he



During this period, SMG conducted 3 additional clean up event§&rotto
members cleaned up trash on the sides of the road and visually assessed the rest
of the watershed for the quantities of debris and to determine how much more
work was needed. The following year, the SKTF once again joined SMG and
the haul systemwas again used to clean up the smaller dump 2 more miles
down the watershed. By this time, one of the local landowners saw what we
were doing and sought us out by asking down at Russell Cave National
Monument. He was so impressed with our efforts that ldonated enough
money to pay for all 3 dumpsters and the signs that have been placed in the
watershed.

Over the next 2 years, SMG continued to sponsor 2 clean up events e
winter, slowly working their way down the watershed. In 2009, the SKTf
joined us again for a roadside clean up further down the road. We wq. \R{ [ESESS
consistently picking up 408 5 tons of debris each time. Marion County i RUSSELL
would then pick up and weigh all the debris we had stacked up along | T8 | BT
roadside, and our total tonnage of debris remouecontinued to grow. We [ FR RTINS
no longer needed dumpsters realizing quite a bit of savings for the SKTF { |
the grotto. We approached Lowes in Kimball, TN and they have be
providing all of our trash bags (and recycling need) at cost. Keep Ameri
Beautiful found out about our work and through Keep Tennessee Beautif
we have been a part of the Great American Clean Up since 2008.

By December 2009, we were within %2 mile of the bottom of the mountain. It seemed like we were

only gaining about 1/10 of a mile gr clean up, and the tons of debris removed just kept on increasing.
During the clean ups, some maintenance cleaning was done on the upper part of the watershed and it
was a wonderful experience to walk down the creek running down the mountain withoutisgeplastic

bags, beer cans and tires as we went. During the initial assessments of the watershed, there was a recliner
by the side of the road only 1/10 of a mile up from the stop sign. | would see it every time | drove
through the watershed. | longedor the day we would get to this recliner and remove it. We were
getting closer.

In March, 2011, SMG again went out to the watershed for one of our

clean up events. We had about 14 people there, pulling more tires up

the hill, bagging trash and haulingt up the hill, pulling out other
peopl ebdbs cast away i tems. The pil
getting larger. All of a sudden, the recliner came into view! | knew we

were almost there!! We pulled it out and the matching couch as well

and within the hour, we were at the stop sign at the bottom of Orme

Mountain Road!!! We had done it! We had removed 105,000



