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INTRODUCTION

'this reprini ol lhc t%7 lo 1970 issues of Aln..tc.D C. 18 A.rld6t is b.in8
prduccd in ordcr lo makc more available lhc lessons learned durin8 lhal Friod
.boul safety i. cavc erplor.tion. lt is likely lhll many r.de6 of lhis reprini ar!
not themselves ovcB, bul Brhcr are experiened in lhe mounlains o! oth.r
cnlnonments. Thcy willurdoubledly ic.ogni2c analo8ous situations and, I ft8r.t
rosay.lind the olien rrl8ic rcsulls nor entirely ulerp.{rcd. But ifse are lo avoid
lcarnin8 only bt @rGn mirlakes. and loleam sonciiinS from thc crp€ncnc of
othcr!, ac.idenl rcporls and analys are 6$nrial. Th6e ecr! prcpar€d ir th.t
spirit.

Publishcd sparai.ly. each rcpo.t hrd its @n lnrrcductioo and Summ.r].
The aE.onelidlred in rhir iEprinl: probably lhe bcsl lnrrodu.rioo is a eleriot
from the origilal publi.alions:

AMERICAN CAVING ACCTDENTS. 1967

''A primary and coalinuing tunclion of the Srlely Committ€e shall b. to
asscmblc and disshinale intormation on caving a.cid.nts in th. Udted Strt6
Tlt. projer is pl.nncd alorS th. lin6 of lhc Arn.ricatr Alpi.. Club's .rc.Ucrt
rpo( A6l.|.rltl h ADtlc.r MollLlDerh8, vh.rlin crrctul d.s4riptioft tr!
Sivcn ofeach accidcnl. followed by an analysii as to prcbable c.u$ and po.siblc
pdcnrion of similar cuftns. (NSS NEWS. April 1958).

''Thal slal.d 8@l of oe.r ren ,eaE ato has t.!n .!:ch.d wilh lhis lirst
publication ofAm.rkan Caling Aeid..ls . lS7. ADd. as proirtcd in 195E, e.
have unabash.dly imilal.d the slyle and format used by thc Amcrican Alpine
Club. W.shall hoF that rh.y *ill a.ept lhis as ihe complinent il is ,neaot (o bG.

''Th. purpc. otpxblishint accounis of.cciderrs is, of cd6., to coolribulc
to the prcv€ntior ofaccidents. By lerming morc about rh. situations lhat le.d lo
accidents, il is possible to identify weaknescs i, icchniques, equipm€nt and
m8atrialion. lo shich atlenrion should b€ 8ivcn. Avarcncsr ofdang.B Bo.s r lon8
*'ay towards surmounlinE th.m.

"Aeounls ofmany of the aeidents cpori.d h.r. have app€aEd elsc{hcE.
but il seRB a us.ful purpGe 1o 8ather them to8eth.. in ! continually aviiltbl€
publication. R.ports of mo6l major caving .cca.nG rpFar in thc NSS NEWS.
ReporlinS only major accid.nts. hweEr, 8iv6 a disroncd picrtrr. of the h.zids
of.avinS: lherc ar. many inore minor accidcnls and incklcnls. .nd many of lh6.
arevery irslru.live. Eve.rually, som. line eill have tobcdrs*n b.twecD th. tnvial
and lhe sigrificanl: in this fiBt eporl. every asid.nt that som@ne thoirghl
impo.lanl enou8h to b.i.8 1o th. atl..tion of the S.f.ty Committee hes b..t
eportcd. Wc fully iealize lhat lhc rcporlinS of cavinS accidents has bctn v.ry
irreSular and lhal we hlve probably receivcd reports on only . fraction of th€
lcs.major accid.nis ihal have Nured. We hopc lhal havi!8 lhe conpilatiors
appe.i regularly will encourage complerc a.d ac.urare r.cords of c.via8

''A.cideni lcrrionr.rc idef,lified by SIate and cave nrm.. Th€ stltcs arc
arranSed geoS!.phically. approrimalely by c.ving .r!.s frorn Er5! lo W6l.



''HrvinS 3kcadt borrncd so much ln)n lhc Ankri(nr Alt,in. ( lub. r( hn,(
not hesilalcd lo ad.pr thcir starisricJl l buhtioni k) lhc n.cdx ol cnvi g. Only r
fs chinScs hxve been nradu io m.kc thc.alc8ori.s l)plt nk,.t n.(ufulcl} kJ lhr
cavinS situalion. The tlbulalion sith this reporl lu,ks cD r-. btrl. urili)rtu !lcly,
ir witl lill uirh tinlc aD.l t,ener reponins..

''Thi\ fi^t renrurc inro presenfinA r rnnual a(idcat rcpo.r irlh( hcginning
oI ou. lefrinS p(Eess otr ho* () srilc soch rcpofl\. lssenrt,lr meaniigtul
slalisti.al s! m maries. nnd inlc.p.et inti)rnrition whieh nr!) ser$t. n[l(c civing r
\.lcr bur not less enjoy bl. ictilit}. -l'le rradd\ .onrnrcnt\ rnd \usecnnnr\.
to{a.d this goal. wonkl l,r apprccillcd. .. '

AMERICAN CAVING ACCIDENTS. I968

''This, the second in lhc seii.s ol'rcports on c ving n.cidents. ,i,llo$s .loiel!
the app.oach lakcn Lr_," Anrcrican ( avii8 Ac.idcnts l9il7.  srirr. rtt rccidenrs
bolh mrjM and trivial\ hicl.re in thc ilks ol the NSS S{lct! CoNnri cc lir I q6li,
ire.eporicd and an.l)\cd. lnsufi.irnr ti rc has pa$c(l lince rh. rpltnrance ot'
rhc repofl ol accidentl durinS l%7 ro |nlly Naluarc rhc initisl d.cisiurs wc ha\c
mide conccrningcontenl. !nnlJses rnd \rylc but il w s tlo!!ht morc inrportant. in
thc intcrcsis of caling \rlctr-, to nrlke this inlbnnrtiur arailabl. rs qui.kly rs

''li on rhe b.sis ol rhc DUmber ol ccideDts rcpdrred. it is pcsililc to mate i
comparilon bct{'een lq67 and 196E, n ululd appcnr lh.t thqrc sas a larger
propo.tion ol vertical accidcntsduring 196E.Itis$i(lclyrecoBniz.rl lhat intcrest
in verticrlcrvinB has bccn in.rersine sl..(lily rs b.rtd tcchniquc\ rtrd Rluipnrenr
hale bcen (lclcl(ped, trrr thrt rll loo lrcqucntly lr!inin! .nd/or crl)$icDce turn
oul lo bc innrllicienl. Ihis is reflcctcd io lhe sl.tirtic5 lbr lgtili indced. th.
''r)pi.al rccident duritrg lh.r rer. haptrnqj l() r Jar.*. malt. incxpc.icnc.d
carc.,,or alliliarcd wilh,nt lbrmrl.rri Btsroup, trh{' ILll(or had nnnclhitrg lbll
uPo, him), during th. wirt.r nronrhs.

''lncrp$iehcc is thc donrinanr (onlrit,urcry caus. ol'c.ve a.cidcrls in both
l%7 and 1968. li appean lhrl onc corscqucn.e ol rhe inrrcrse in (r!c cxplorilion
acliviiies among individu.h asnxiarcd $ith Sroups hi!iD8 considerable
erPeriene, is thc slimuhtiotr of litc !itcmprs br p.Bons q.ho don l knos Nhat
rheyaRdorns. while rhcc,,mnrrenr gn\up\crnnur b. h(ld.l'krrlr r(\ponsible lbr
this. rhcy mu\l nereflh(lu\r J$umc r d(8m ol r6p,'n\ibrlilt l,{ I,h{(crinB rh(
inexpe.ienced from thenrsclves- lt n noi jon a coircidcncc th,t in l96E the NSS
and lhe Boy Scouts ol Anrcric, .j()inrl) adoptcd ! nnicl Stalcnrcnr on Civc
ExplorinS for Scouts (NSS NEWS. Vol.26. No- 12. D.c. r%8. pp 204-206). Ir is
our regr€t ihar manr- Joun8 pcople stinruhlcd lo vi\il ! .arc br h.!Ba\ or triend!
will not have been expGcd roeithe. an exp$icnced 8srp or rh. Bor s.oul poli.r.

''Thedivision olcalinr inrosenerrl. vcnic.lind divirB in thc Sunroi.r] hrs
been done under the inrprcssion thar uithiD thc acrivily ot ca\c rxpl(tr tbn thcrc
has ariten lhe t*o \pecialtics. borh porsesine addili(n1il hrard\. ln rc8nrd lo
this. as well as for ihe uholc.t.port. $c aSain indicrk our nrrer(sr in th. r.aderr'
commenrs and tuggesrbN lbr nrlkin8 ihcse rcporrr \cn. lh.ir intend.d purpds. -
increased saltly. and hcncc enjoynrrnt. in (ire eitl(tririon.'

AMERICAN CAYINO ACCIDENTS. I969

''Thk third cofrpilalion of clrine accidents bt thc Srfett ard Tshniquc\
Conmillec of lhe Narionil Speleologic.l S6iery biings us up,rodaie sith th.

I
nvrilnhl( inntrnElrr 'lh. r(pitrlr lrtr 1967, lq(rli. .d .rE 1969, lorm lhc brtrs.
r ln'bably Nrhli\h Js{,rrd rrc.slcnrs lir lorurc issu6 ol Am.rican Cavint
A.(idcntr. Wc hopc lhll ou. r.adrB hnvr hund rhem irhrmrrive. robering ard
!uB*cslivc ol'stcps thar nishl bc rakcn ro tccp cari.8 boih enjoyable and safe.

"As !ls!r! ($c c.n no* !ay), thc mljorny of accidenrs h.pPen ro "cave6'
qirh lilllc or no caving cxpdricnce- Obrioutl, rraining . or cBn th€ emulalio. of
.rrricn..al individlah playt an importanr role in .edu(ing rhe frequcncr of
(idtnts- Sonrc olrhc in.idcnls" rhal hlvc (curred. hoscver. !tillruatest lhat

ir is worrhwhilc lbr orSanizcd caving group! to have *cll oreanized rrainint

''The 1967, l%8 and 1969 reporis havc becn pftpared and published in rapid
\lcccssion. Thc.c hasb€cn lirile limc lbr rcceilin8 and considerinS coDm.nls and
suggestions on toinat and stylc. 3nd hcncc lhesc hav. chanS.d lirtle. w. hav€,
ho*ever. heard a tew respo.scs. both pd and con . Thce pro simpl!
wclcomc the appeirance of! lotr8 nceded poblicrtion of rePoris and an.lls.s of
cnling accidcnrs. Th6c con have fell ihal lhe reporls hlve no1 been d.lailed
.trough. or lhri lhr analyses hlre nol ph.ed 'blame trhere il belongs,

''In ans$cr lolhc tiBr $ili(ism, l*ould only sa,lhal lhe rcportsare prcparcd
on thc basis ofihc.vailablc inlb.marion, .nd I accepl responsibility for orde.irS
rhis into a linishd rcporl. li is rlso lair k) sry lhat no repon could be detailed
cnoush: uliinutcly, onewoul{t havc lo tcliv. lhe experience. which is Senerally not
rccommcnded. 'lhe ssotrd crilicism rancs , diflircni quenion. The analyses are
{rilic, b, individuals sho pla.c individual value.iudSemcnts on rhe caus.5 dd
(onscquenes ol'a.cidcnIs. I rlo nor lhink il p6sible for elcryone to aSree on lhe
in.tlsis ofan...idenl, oo.do I ihint it dcsimble. As la. as lhc infornalion is

.onrpl.ie. rhc reade. can pnridc hn own nnrlysis b{t remember lhai lhis
Drobably .omplemenls nol repln..s lhc puhlith.d analrsis.5econdl!. unlcss one
consideB an accidenl as plannql. thtc i\ no \u.h qord as'bl.me : an lccidenl is

rh. Esuh of inerfEriercc. .rr.l.\inGs, or cEnls betond oncr pNer' We
.c.r.inly regrer thciracuffencr but lhe nr.r\iScolrhesc rcports is that something
c!n bc learned tiom accidcnts which willreduc( rhcn tuluru pnlbabiliry. This is. in
r.(t. rhc only rcason for thc rxistencc o! Ame.lce C.vln8 Accld.ntr..

AMERICAN CAYING ACCIDENTS. I97O

''ln reviewi.B the reporls on cavine accidcnls during 1970. no parlicular
fcnds are appareri, unlike prcvious years whrn verric.lcavirg accidenis seemed
rd (lominate. Il anylhing thc typical l97o incidcnl involved inexperienced cav.re
sctrins rtu.k or lct ir a cr!e. or rn e,perien..{ caver suff.rinB a minor mishap
drc m6tly io pmr judgmcnl.. .

''As in previous yea.s, it is lili lhai kporling of ..!e a.cidents is slill
incomplere- Enough 'rumoB olunreponed accidents have been heard tosuSgesl
rhrr rhe inciderce implied by thcic tcports should be nearly doubled. li is Inown
rhrt one yery sc.ious accidenl du.in8 1970 rcmains unrcported bsause of p.irale
.,nd ofiicial embarassmenr- whilc such . .csponse is o.de6landable. ii should
l\o be .(oenizc{ that rcpo.lir8 an accidcnt may prcvcnl arolher.. .. '

'l hc Naiional Sp€leol%iol Sdicty ir conlinuing ro publish American Cavi!8
 sidenrs- The I97l issxe has appeaEd and those for t972 rnd t97J ar. ctosc 1o
publicition. As has always be, the case, th. aermcy of thesc nnd furur. rcports



ndcpcndentupon rhr rccripr ol iiturn,nrn)n lhotrr n((nt.nr\ I,in\lorrcthrr,nL
.rrin8 .(idents arc ,raihhl.. li.c. l'roN rhc Nrrnn,al stElgnori(rl s({,cr\. ('r\e
Arcnne. Huntsville. Alnbnnrr 15810.

NSS Salclt (i,nrnritlcu
Chairman. lq57-tq,2 nd

NSS Prcsidrnl. I97(I1974.

I
1967 ACCIDENT REPORTS

N'r Yo*' churh crv': on 4 scprcmbcr' rrn5r Kr(nin! rzJ)' Rnds{_smirh
(22,. l-rrntt Vn..'nle l2xl. wJ! ne frure l'llr ind 'Ihr'nr \ Frr{( l5' sr\rled ( nuR'n

,:,'"i.:.;,;;i;,';,,,4,'; , m.'prins proiecr 
^r 

rh rr r ru n'nr' rhe\ rJ{hcd rhL

R(eNrrrR,x,nr. trhL( vni:,rrtc Jnd hrth F' L\ s rircJ $hrl( KJ\rning rnd .)nlrrn

n)nrinucd nuDnin[ inr,, J nJrrn{ Pa\sr$." wll".. r,.,i.ia..ia.a k, t, ,[ h, ;rh(, l(r,t\ tn n rh( n\.nr \^ , ommrnc(.1 r"

.,i;;',i;;",i ;.ii' rn,n r redse 4 fecr r\\r rhu !r'rr' hL rrichrd Jn thLr

l;; ;;;i . t,*, h,,,hr nd r,';nred t,, "r(trhrt." lhc ufPcr rcdsc .' \rrh

aho;r 5r2\l htr. Qnrc trcc rna lcll "sith'{rr, \r'und,' FDre luund hrm\(

;;;;,;;:';'il' ii,;;,'4,;,:rmm *nh thc srJb !r his r*r' lo rc {a\ unrnrurcd

.:'*i i.'i '*".h* on hir ch,n and rhrnJr' tur x ltrun( "n hn chc{'"iri: ;;i;;'i:;.,hi.,.';,"(,hc rck m ,{d(, n',,( 11 r*" Packs up.n uh'(h

SouN: waytu t'txnc

Andvsi.: (F_ool.)'lhe writ.r uscd io hcar. saving lh t i r(Ek hlls in a cive oncc

"*.*- ro.utO u"r". Whcthcr this h mrth or 1..t. il is ($hinl! tr'!e thal in thc

..-'"-.,i'"r$tr", ',-. " 
(nv(r i' und(r n) | r(ul,rr n{k ir N unlkclr rn lJll

on ih( orh(r hin(I, r n{l' lhJr $.ut.l nor lall h\ ir'.ll rir rn"rh(r hu'dred lcrh
;i!hr tJll.n.' (rr(r it h( DUr hi\ srishl ,'n it. lhtrtr,r(. PorrnrrJl breJldusn I

rtJxrtttr r,ot rh,tt.l t'c rr( rc.l sirh du' 'r'|c(!. rn'tn"rrr{r'h(d{hcnthrrti\

Na York, Kmr C{rc: On 7 May. Drb Crior (19). Viclor Bake. (22). Ernrr
x,rn-, i.Z:rr (t rhr( rhrB. *c^ ti\,r,ns Kn,\ Crr( dunng llcld rriP

...'.*,JA r" rhc N dh.J\rern Reei nrl OrBJnvJriun ol rhe NrtionJl
+,t$l.Nul srrrclt Ar Jboul l2:lO p.m. Crrnr (nr.r.d i nrno* Pa\\'d8e trhrn

hi'lc(r\;unal'tt(,;.1h(wJ'\u.pend;dinJ\tJndin$loirion'unabtelod<scend
i,.,r,,, ," "ri-r',.t AhhNsh h; wa\ nor qcdgcd in rheape ure' companion\
toond him nm hcrvy lo lifi nanuallY.

l-carina ih.l (ti; miShi sufler Irom cxPo$'rc Krstnnrs leii ihe care rnd

"nnru.r.,i-rt'" 
Srol" Police tot as\islancc ar aboxl lr20 P.m. Mean$hile. B'k'r

'mnrm'\d r nft h rl, licd Il hcnealh Crim \ \h'{l.l(r\' Jnd pulled him t" sdl(lr
.h; h hrlirr it'" sr,r" e"tt" and 'e\Lu( 

r(hh'l,r rrrited

Soua: N.trspaltr cliPPinS

An.hsi.: I'h. n',,hlcm *a\ nul immedrJt.l) !flrIUrlh((tru\e C m sr\ nnl iniu'ud

rh( ;r' r, r,n.l!h\ s'urhr a\\Frrnce tJrh tr rth rhc I qhs (\PNUre deJrh ul a u\(r
in a Nc\ Yort .n\t in ntind

\es Yorl,, hror C.i.: ()n It, srprenrber' Dondld wagmrr24) tdl bri*e'n l0 and

| . 1,. , q hrl'' ilnrh'nB P lh( "Crcdr Dnidc ' rn Kno\ Catc. during hI! ltrsl trlp lo



wild .nvr. Hcdwig Miller(25), the only other peBon in the party, had intendcd lo
show waSno the "Alabaner Room.

Durin8 wagnels lnll down lhe thsurc. his hcad sttuck lhe walls at leasl tNicei
lhe tirsr impact rcmovcd his carbidc lamp fron his hard hat, denled and Darkcd
lh. upper right sid. of lhe h.t's sheu. detached the pl.slic rivel conneciions
holding lhe chinstrap and planic suspcnsion 1o thc lctl and riont sidcs oflh. ha1,
,nd llnally rcmoved il.l he te.ond imparl gavc Wagnet a gash on ihe uppct.right
side ol hn scrlp. He was unconscious for a few seconds during and after ihe lall.
and lhen disoriented momcnla.ily. Because of ftar oler pGsible back injury.
wagncr qls madc cofrtiiriable and Mille. lcl1 thc cavc tu assistancc.

Thc Knox Fir LJpi. fin.ll, responded and. with Iheir assinance, Wagner lefi
lhe cive. He received seven nitches lbr the scalp injury and later reporled being
''tiiggy lbr a month atlcruard and aho rcquiring lrcalmen( lirr a hcmatoma
developi.g iiom back bruises.

Source HedNiA Mill.r and Donald wasner.

ADelyslsr (Miller) "1 should ce(ainly have belayed Wa8ner up th€ climb, and
should have gotlco tuotc p.ople lbr thc ltip. ahc hilure of Wagner's tiberglass
helmel suBgests thal c.vers usinB theseshould switch to somelhing sturdiet, or elsc
modiry lhcir libetsla$ hclnrcls so that the chinstBp is much mo.e secure!
.ttx.hcd, nd lill ihe space betveen the shell aod suspension vith $ushable

Penmllvania, C.d.aic Csre: On Srnday, 9 July, Jcny Kyle (16), Charles Richtcr
(16). ud Nancy va;erhtskc (17) vhited Ca.ncsie Cave. All were inexPericnced
only Kyl. h.!in8 been caving a l-ew tides Prevbusly.

Thc c,rtrancc lo Carocgie is a l6-inch. tar lioed drain piPe, l5O feei lon8,
prssing under lnteBtaleEi. Thc three nct rnolher group of trovice.av€$ cominS
out ol thc cave Nhen thcy arrived. Sodeore tiod this 8r,up, whce ages ranged

tionr 15 k 20 ye$s. letl two candles burning in the iddle of lhe drain pipe.

Thc lhret p;ssed the candls on their way through the conduit wittout
dislurbin8 lhcm, but it is p6sibte that one of the party could hale kickcd ove. one

ot borh oi the crn<tles upon enteting the cave- Approxihately l5 minutes l.ter thev
slnrlcd lo relurn, ard smelled smoke. UPotr rea.hirg the conduir thc gtoup s.w a

wnll ot lirc btazin8 betbre thcm in their only avenuc of escapc from the cave'

Richlcr bccama lerrorized and srarled crawling throuSh the pipe into the
,hnies. He conlinued oD and oul lhe corduil despilc Kyle ind Vcrdedalikc
nuting .nd warninS hid nol to 8o. A nearby residenl saw black smoke Pouri,E
iionr thi pipc. rnd lh;n Richtercmerged and lctl lothe Sround his clolhcs on lire'
-lh. 

kJcrl police.nd li.c deparldents ar.ivcd quickty and Richter was .ushed to !
hosDil.l.

M..n"til.. lhe olher l*!ielre.led as lar blck inlo thc main Pa.t of lhe cavc as

posible. lo.$ril hclp. About ihrec hours latcr, the lirc bavin8 burncd iiselfout,
incncn. ana cavus who had bcen called lo the sccne found the two sale and

Riahr$died lhrec days l.ter liom second and third dcgte burns ovet 59'/o ofhis

Source: (York Grono Nesstetier, lune July l 7)

l0

t
Ardrrfu l'h( r..nl(,,r nt,n\ rnrttrrh'hk. l)ur rh(rc h v( a(rually bccn numerou\
(,,vi,ir xr(hlttrlr,lu. t,, tlru l(l h, (lun![(l l'u.lr' .napins acel]lene elc ll is

n,\,ihn rh r rl Jn ,'lrl(r rn,l ,r nxt Lrp(ricnccd pehon had been Pnrnl.
iin.h(r c,'ull hJvc hc(n \tuppcd lrom cnrerin8 rhc lire.

W6r vlrsiris, C{s Crv.: On ).1 Notember. ar I p m . trlnk Ahern, Eric Smrrh.
U!{nv sr;nc. Bonnie JoGrreve, Vary Cole and Pam Riley. all aboul 2Lr to 2J yea,\
old, ;ntered Cass Cave and riSged from the "belay loft for the 180 f@t descenl

By 2:30. Smiih aad Ahern had rappelled do{n, with belays, Grieve followed, bul
her belay and rappell tines twisled, stopping her descent about half'w.y. She

lound heBelf sospended by her belay phich const.icted het around her chesl.
Those at the top could not see what had haPpened; tho6e at the bottom had oo
means to help: ihe waterfall in the room ptevented voice communications.

Finally, Stone lowe.cd a lhird rope and descended to give assistance. He found
Grievc ioo exhausled to help heBelf so asked those at the top to find help. He
stru8gleil wirh the problefr for an hour or two, became exhausted, aod prusikked
to the bottonr. Sdith then ascended, freed Grievet belay line, and prusikked in
tandem Nith her for a couple of hou6. EventuauJ, the ropes be.ame too sn.rled
tor further progress. After live hours hanging on rope, Gtieve was lovered to the
botlonr by rappel (b.ake bar) controlled froh below.

Snilh as.ended rnd found Aage Sandqvist, Mike Balister atrd JohD Payne had
afuived lion Creen Bank, where Riley had souSht help. Cole descended with
comtbnable slings lor Crieve i Ahern and Slone ascended to Provide man Power al
thc top, and Gdeve was pulled out. A ladder p.ovided by tbe tescuers was used by

Source: Benny Slore (Cor'ell Univ. Student Gtotlo Newsletter)r Mike Balisier and

Arsllsls: (Balister) None of the women in this party h.d had sufficieDt vertical
cavinaexpcriencc-.lheyhad only been caving two or three tines. Deep Pits should
not be attempted by inexpetienced people. This pa(y, if they had had any sense

would hrve kied an e.sier cave.

W6t vugini!.Overhoh BlowineCrre: Aldbour J p.m. on Sarurdar, 25 Febru'rv

Rdlph B;rci r20' Jnd lon L.{t rlqr commerced an e\Ploration in Overholl
BlNrn! Ca\e. ln mid wlnter lhe qaler lempe.rture is vffv low: lhe oulside

remnuirure"a'odecne.belnslree/ins l he patr sore dacks and tonS+leeved

\hiri, "Ih A,r rorciern*ure surr' o'er ttrem. Over lhele suils rhev had an

i.kliLionil nri, o! .lJ.l.\ anrl d i,cl'er 'Iher qore hard hats and had adequdl'

r,'.1" ",ir 
t-t,p r'er,,,ng vr. McKcc'ei. rhe care s owner. had ad\ ised rhem

i. "i" 
a," r.' triglr ",r.r "od .uld. but did nor forbid rhem entn'

At rh: Dadanelle;Gome J300leer in), a IoN stteam ciawl about 500 reet lons

trur.d, ex.u\urL \u,r brcJn ru tdle rcrd. eirher due to lou'ene$ or riP' The

".,i, n,**i.a ro rhc Vo_unrJin Room !nd abour l00O leer bevond' when Aucca

i.eea; ro t.et rhc eftecs ot rhe cold wrter: numb hrnds and feer. Thev commenced

1l



to leavc. Al lhe Dardanell6. L.ct ako 8ot wcl for lh. slmc E sons .i 8uccr. At
their progress l@ard lhe.nl.ance conlinued. lhe cotd l@k a lirm.r 8riP upon

In Lydia s like h€ slumbled ald fell many timcs Lock 8.ve conlinual
encouraSement lo Buc.a. who was now ".omPlelely numb and slilT; he crawled
the lan l00O feei to the enrane with much difli.utty This was at I l-12 p-m. Lck
parily caried and dragged Bucca lo a shed where he chaf,Sed Ihcir clolhcs and
.ooked rome soup. Bucca. however, remained uncoDscious. l,ock lhcn sou8hl out
the asislance of Mr. McKeever and lo8€ther they canied Bucca to the house.

Lock and McKeerer r€vived Bucca, but in a ltate ofdeli.ium he burned himself
upo! the hol novc. Fint.ry, about two hours afierenteting lhe house, he recovcred
sufficienily to ialk abour lhe in.id.nt.

Soe.r Ralph Bucca, G. Dallat McKeever.

Ar.lt.L: Bu.ca could rol have be€n morc than minut.s asay fiom death by

(Bucca) Overholt is an exhausting cave under id.al conditions. The
combination of extremely cold weather and the failure of the suits to k€ep dry
defeated us mor.than anythinSelse. I sugged a loughe. tuitwith a diffeEnt neck
.nclosurc s@ld make lhc differncc betwen comfort bl. caviDS and rc.dless
exPosure ir a csve such as lhis."

VlrSlnl4 BsthtrS C.vc: On 28 May, at about t2:3O p.m., a Party of six caYeis,

Phil Gett€l (25), t e Gettel (23), Jim Young (l7I I@ Chiara (15), Dale Ibbe.son
(20) and lay H..bein (33), enterEd Breathing Cave fot a planned triP through the
Nes Selion to lh. eaterfall. Alt bui two of lh. pa.ty had ben in thc cavc sderal
times before. They ptoceeded slwly. exploiing side Pass.8es, and reachcd lhe
Cathedral Pasia*e shortly before 2 p.n.

The Cathedral Passage is a.anyo! 3OO feet long, wiih a hiSh eilinS. There .re
ls'oroul6: the l@er rcutc, usually involvinS ca*lin8 aid eel passa86. is mGt
frequently used i the upper route involves "canyotr hoppinS' and sohe chimneying
as seeeral connections to the low€r levels, about 50 fect belN ar€ cr6sed. The

Party ch6. the pper route.
The party beSan ao6sint thc caoyon pasl lhe tplathil.' clinb. Four

penons had alr€ady Eached the end *hen Chiara started acrcss. He was
stmddling the canlo!, using ledges on both sidcs lbr footholds. when he apPar-
enlly lost his fooling and fell SO fe.t to the lwcr level. The only sound he made was
a brhf "uh, ' at vhich lbbcson sav him fallit8. No on. saw th. c.us. of th. tall.
Th. lime was 2:00 o.m.

Y6xn,,n.t Phila;d ke Gellel dscended loChiara and delemined lhal he sar
badlv i;ur.d. Herbein srtrled lor lh. surface for asislane vhil. rhe orheF tried
ro m;l.thiara comtoiabl. H.rb.in. after askinscav.6 ft@ anolher Parl al rh.
su.facc to contad the ?otomac Sf'€leological C'lub ficdhouse, and th. Cave
Rescue Communications N€twork, leturn€d with . rope, a blark.t and a Pl.stic

Chiaras brcalhinS bcc.ne fainrer and faintet uniil, tl 4:15 p.m, rc chest
mov.m.nl or hean beal .i{ld be hcard ot felt. Artifici.l respiration efrotts had no
appa.cnt effecl. lze Gettel and Ibberson had left th€ crv€ earliet. Some time affer
Chiata s apparent death the others l.ft tm, only Yount remailin8 to dne.i lhe
subs.quent tBue ps.ti6.

t2

Rr\er grouD rl!(cd arrivine shortly lficr 5 p.m.'thc rc.dery slarted al 7:.lO

P.Dr., rnd Ms (o plcled by Il:45 p.m-
'l h( Bnrh Counrt Coroncr slaled rhal dcaih rcsulted from concusiion, Plus a

lrcssiblt broken nc.k and int$nal i.juries. Thcre were erl€nsive other injuries,
including cuts, liacturcd wrisr and disl6ated lcg.

Sourc.: I'hil and t e Gencl. Jay Herbcin. Dalc lbbeson .nd Iid Young (York
Groxo Ne$sleitcr. April-Ma) I%7).

AndJ.ls: (Bob lhrun) "The MSA Conrlb Cap prorided no head protection, even
thoush ihc chiD(rap held it on. The nalure ol'the injuries weE such that th. boy
uould hive died.ven *ilh better hcad prolcclion. OlhcB wearinS similar hard
hrls should be awrre thar thry funciion mainly as a ladpcaftier. ralhe. than as a

''Arc tre overcsrisatinS our novices? we should always watch and gua.d our
contpanbns, esptciilly if thry are moch l6s exp{ienced lhan we arc. Many ar.
unNrc ind shaky shen lhey cncounrcr i tou8h cave or a tricky climb for the fi61
limc. (hiara Nas neilher skilled nor cxp.ricnccd. Molt parties going throlgh
Breaihing Care inke a rouie.lorS lhe fl@r in the pas.8e phere he fell."

''Arc *e undcrestimaring our cavcs? Brearhing is considerEd fairly easy and
m.ny iakc noliccs io it. Thcre are $me *ho dcliSht in takin8 nqices lhrouth
clrcs rhat are considercd much morc ditl'i.ull-'Ihc boy was tvenly minutes into
ihr civcr ii took ovff four hou6Iocar.y the body out, and it was handled roughly
ifl lhe p.cess. CarryinS a live pc6on oui Sently would have bcen almcl
idpcsiblc. Il might haye be.n necessary to ser upa hGpital r@m i! thecave. This
is a cavc ihat is (onsidercd sJ! (The Polomac Caver, rune 1967).

yirghh, Stauton Que! C.ve On 26.luly. blaniDg vith dynamite ar the Valley
Sronc Ouarry ncar Staurbn broke inlo a calc pasage thal *as previously
unkno$n. On Saruday. 29 July - rhree days laler - a 81@p of tour quarry
employ.cs entcrcd the cave, shortlyaft$7:30 p-m. They wcre Chatles Vaught (2E),

Iohn Millq (18), Johnny Brxnner (24). and David Prie (21).

Thc for metr. carryinS rop6 and flashlighls. had gore aboui 70 feet illo lhe
cavc*hen they nolicd the air beominS "foul." They bcga! breathing faster.nd
decidcd to leavc. Brannet and P.ie made il back to the ef,lraace but VauSht and
Miller rcrc orercome by lumes. Rcscue opdalions were initiated.

One member of the Slaunton Rcs.uc Squad. Melville Filzgerald (49) pho
rea.h.r! rhcscenrqui.kly, altempted loente. thccave. Hc rcached lhe rem where
ihe vi.tims *erc lying and repoded lhai one *as still brealhing, bul was himself
ncarl! ovficom.. cs.apinS very Mrrcwly.

Thc..ve qa\ vcntilarcd .rrifi.ially .nd. .i aboul l0 p.m., the bodies of vaught
and Miller *erc Rmov.d.

Sounc: Ne*spaP$ clippin8.

Arrlr{r: Irangen{s Basc\ . m6t likely ircluding ca.bon monoride - *ere lcfl iD

thc.av. bt rhc hlail, and nalur.lvenlilllion had not rcnroved them in thtee days.
The quary snpcNisor sirr$l that hc had *arned lhe men about this.
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Flo.ld., JGmy Sprh8r On 20 Decemb.r, ,ohn Alslon (lU). Pctc Milch.ll (21)

Richatd Ross (18), and Al Moody (22) wenl skin divins in Jenny SPrins nclr

Their bodi6..xccpt lhatofMoody, were found laie ihat da' 4m feet back fn)nr
thc cnliane at a deplh of about 70 feei.

Source: Newspaper clippinS.

AmlJ.b; Il is ,ot known {hat Nerl *rong. Care diving iemains one of thc ntost

nodd. (Caves): On 9 March Bobby Biel (12) and Allan Malhis (t l) werc badly
burned *hile explorinS some cates in a lield near Notth Miami Beach. G.soline
fumes in one of lhe caes iSnited when the younSstes si.uck a match to I@k

Sootc. Newspaper clipping.

Ar.lr.b: The mlurc of tb* ".av.s" is nor knNn. but clearly p@r judSmc.t

Gcoi8l. (C.vd): On20Ausun, rhree brothe6, tirry(16), Ronnie (14) and KenDy
Lu nslbd ( I O), sel ou t io erplore a cavc near Ringgold. Ca. They .aftied a kerosene
lantern bul lefl th.h malches at the cntiaae.

Th.ir absene was noted by rh€ir paiEnls al5 p.n. lhal day and, sho.rly bcfoic
midright. the thrcc w.ie rcscoed by s.archeB about half a mile inside the cave.

Sourc.: Newspap€r clipping.

AndI.b: lrexpeiief,.e, and imp.oper cqtripmenl.

hilhn., Flt l!l.a Pftr On 29 October. Robert Roge6, PhilChupP, Do! Paquclte,
Mike Bleds@ and Richard Wooddescended Freeman Pil al about 8 a.fr. Allwerc
experienced and werc unng nylon roPe. nylon trebbing \ling'..nd ProPer
heads€ar. Therc aE no pasaSes al rhe bo'rom of rhc pir.

Ro8e6 ascended lirsl. Aboui hallial up (50 feed h!. dislodged somc l@se
maierial - probably mclty ea.ih {hich slruck Chupp on the head, Chupp $as
nol wearinA his hard hal.

Ro8e6 conplercd his a(enr. and Chupp and thc orhers rollowed *iihoor
itcidenl. Subsequenily. Chupp *as lakcn to lhe hospil.l rrd selen stilches were
rcqui.ed for scalp injuries.

SouE.: R. Blcnz (windy City Spetconess. vol.7. No.6, Dcc. t967).

Ardt.l.: lf those ar rhe borloo could not eer a$a! lronr rhe base of ihe pil, thr
danSer offallif,S halerials *as ires.apable. Ir is (hen obrious lhal Chupp \hould
not have removed his hard hal.

t4 l5
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lndtu, GhF Pll (,n 2q Odub(r, nr nh{t ,2 p.m. Mik. Bl.dsc. Mlrt
Mnrphr. ,ntl ihch.rd w,id dcs(ndud Crn*(r 11r (16 tel decp) usinS a handline,
shi(h is sufiicief,t in thk cavc.'Ihere lrc no passages ai thc bo(om.

 !.ctrt was aided wilh iuma6. The fisi man up, distodged a larSe rak at the

L{A. ol lhe pit which fell and druck Bledsd on the head. He wG eesnnS a hard
hai lhc rqk punclured his hat and cul his heid, bul he eas able to ascend

Soure: Richa.d Blenz {kt. cil.).

An!lr.b: (Blef,z) Btedse would undoubiedty hare beetr *ill€d wilhout hk helmei

ds ihc heavy r6k fetl diGlly onto his hend. (See previous rePorl).

IndiM., W.Fe Crv.r On .] Nocmb.r Mellin Hunsucke.(21), Jer.y Long(20) and
Max Millo (lE) cnleied W.yf,e Cave al ahout 6:10 p.d. Al about t a.m., 4
Nov.nrbcr. Hunsucker bccamc caught b) kxxc rck in . small pasageway.
Unlblc ro lre him. Lons went tor help whilc Miller stayed *iih Hunsucker.
Richnnl P@ell *as conlacted in Blominaion .nd he called oul a iescue 8roup.
Thc.6cuc pa.ty mcr Millerand HunsuckcrcominS out at aboul3rtl0 a.m., Miller
having bcen able to lrs Hunructer al rboul 2:30 ..m.

Sour.!: Richard Powcll

Ar.lyrb: llthough no itrjuries result.d. it *as probably wise for the party to have
conlflul a iescue group.

IoM. Lvel cEvlE Crr.: O, 5 M..ch. David Barbiat (23) .nd 8 mal.
companbns f.om LorasCollege altemptcd to enler Leyel Crevice Cave by means of
ils only entraDce, .90 lqn dinc shaft. Al aboul 2:3O p-m-, lhcy lowered into the
shal't ! 75 foot nylon ropc ticd lo a 50 f@l sisal rope, both 3/E inch. Barbian
srariLd iodescend hand-derhand, bra.irg his fecl on lhe sides.s b6t h€ could.
He h.d descended betsen ten and t*etrty fel *ten he lct his hold and fell thc
rcmining dislane to lhe boltom of rhe shift.

B.rbian was rsuci by ihc Dubuque Fte Dept. He sutrcnd .biasions and
concussioas to the head and face, a broke, fedur and other injuries.

Sour: John Johnson

Ard!.li: All membes ol'ihc partt *erc inexperierced and had no lno*led8e of
rhe .luipmcnt requircd lor su.h . descenl.

Mllsln (Crv6?): On I0 May, Ciai8 Dowcll(14) ad two brolhcrs, Billy (10) af,d
le! H@s (13) were.cportcd lo have been secn aboot 4:.lO p.m. carrying a shov€l
and i nashliSht in ihe vidnily of a .ave rccenlly u"cdered by consttu.tion
sorkc6. They were never sen again. A massile search ofallcaves in lh. area, by
erD€ri.n€d caveexplne6, under the diBtion of William K.ras. lumed up no
t.scc of the misins boYs.



Sorr.lr Newspap{ .lippings.

Ar.lr.L: Theconccnsus is ihat, wilh a high probabilily, I he threc boys werc tost in
a .avc . bul could nol be lburd dcspile lhe eftort expcrded. lfIruc. ihis stands ir
unique in cave rcscue eflorts. bur not al all unusual in lhc annalt ol'
mounraineing .ccidenls.

MLourl, Showcr Plt; On 9 ruly. a group of ttreltc ctves ri88d lhc entran.e i(t
Sho$er Pit eirh a .apFl roIF. bclay rop€ and a cable ladder. Chuck Curan.
Chuck Murray, .nd Chuck Blirmenlrill had r.ppelled if, and Cuftln and Muriry
had climbed out, qhcn Ann Shallerl, belayed by Curan, comnen.ed her raplrcl.

App.rently. the cause of th6 fallwas a sdall amount of slack in the rappel line
at rhcnarl oflhe descent. Schalle( moved down about t*o fer on t@lholds wilh
lirlle reiShr suppolted by the.appel li!e. At thc acrual pil edgc, she leaned
bacft*ards inlo rappel positio, bul the slack, plui lhe stretch in lhe nylon ropc,
allwed her to swinS i@ far backwards and down. necessilating her being caoghi

As she fell. hcr last foothold cauSht het fooi and held ir. causins a badly

Sou.t : Robert Clark (SLUC Newslelte,

Arrlr.b: (Clark) Had she not been belayed, shc could easily havc lallen thc lull

The injury aas ralher fortuit@s. bul even a smalt amounl oldack in . rappcl
linecan beda!8erous. Slack, rope elaslicity and belayer Biliency make Ihe fi6t
step a long one. ln addition. too much reliancc on lbolholdi inarappel .an
lcad nol only losuch an accident as this, but.lso makes the desccnt uneven. and
increases the likelihood of dislodginS r@ks upon Ih6e below.

Mtsouil, Pott r'. c.v.: On 22 January. Terry Kaufman (15) and Marg.ret Reeie
(16) entered PoJtels Cave *ith live others of.boul the same age. Afier sone
exploralion. the five lefi the cave. believing ihal Kaulman and Reese had alrcady
Ieft.

About l9 hou6lal.r. rhe two weie brought oul;fthe cave by police and depuly
sherifrs. Kaufman told re$ue6 rhar the caf,dlc rhey c.rried was accident.lly
ertinguished and lhal they had no matches.

Soun.r Tom Schriaer .
A!.lrL: The paii *ere obvi@sly ill equipped. .t leasl in regard lo havin8 p.opo
illumination.

Otl.hon. (Grc): Oh 15 .lanuary. *hile exphinS sirh lhre. friends. Lrndrl
Ro2clle (16) b.oke his leg by jompins from a lunncl. 15 feel h a r@m bcbtr.

\

llrlri.nd\( llc(l a ru\.u.ltu{!t). *ho\plirrc(l R{rcuc'r lc8 rnd lili.d him trom
lh. n m h ha c$. ttowcv(. hc hrd to $rwl l5o vards urassistcd be.aost of
rhc \h,llneis ol lhe parsagr k) the.ntran.e.

SouN: Iom Sch.icvei

And]3ls: Rozellc exc.ciscd poor judgdent. .luoping is always hazardous, and
'1.rr \v shrn r(lJrtrel. i\olJrrl

Nc* M.xlco, Velihhs Rivet C.v.: On 4 Sept.mber, a speleologi.al study pa(y
ol li)ur. Rich!.d Breisch, Douglar Evans, El[worth Rolfs, and Loren Bolinger .ll
highlyexperienced yertical cav$s. lbu nd and cntered VanishinB River Cave on the
sccond dar of an expedition inio the Guadalupe Mouniains. The pa.ty h.d
inspecred a {O tool pit lhe previous day. their fi6t day out.

Ai Vanishine Rive.Cave the party rigged the pir cntmnce and descef,ded to the
bottom - 150 fcel below the surface. They lhen as.ended to a nrst level about lm
lc.t belos lhc su.lace. Evans thcn rscended tr) lhc surface with prusik knots, He
.ppxrently cleared ihe enlraDcc and announced th.t the weathcr was gettinS bad
,nd rain *as st.riing. Bolinger statted to coil 600 leet of ropc from below, while
Brckch and Rolfs. 25 feer belN. assisred, when falling debris was heard and
Aolineer sa$ Evans fallinS from the entrance.

Elans landed on the 100 f@t lelel. Rolts.. Rcd Cr6s Fhn Aid Instructo..
ntl.nded to Evnns while Breisch ascend!'d rc the surface. three down some
.l(nhingforthe injured man..nd *ent for help. Eyans had deep laceiations on the
\idc.nd back oflhe head. and he complained ofseve.e back aDd pelyis pain. His
hclnlei linine had scparaled from ihe plastic shcll, $hich was poorly desiSned for

Alter Bivin8 what asistancc hc could. Bolinger ascended to ihc surface to s€t a
signrl fire. At 6rJ0 p.n., l% hours alter ihe accident, Evars stopped breathing
.nd Rolfs siaried rniticial rcsphation. A iew ninules later EvanC head nopped
lnd Rolli commenced clced'.hcst heatl mrssaSe. Aficr one hour, wiihoui
rcspon*. Rolfs siopped his effort (7:25 p.m.). Al E::lO p.m.. Rolfr ascended to lhe
surla.e because rain *as threarening and the.!,e was in danger ofbeilg flooded.

Because ofrhe isolared t(ration, the recorery operation was protracted. Ar E:45
a.m. (5 Sepiembc, Brekch rcturncd wiih the rescuc party. At I I r45 a.m., Evaf,s
body had becD raised to the surlace. lt was not trntil midnight th.t day that the
group reached . r@dhead.

(while ascendinB. one ofBolirseis ding ropcs broke aI aboul 30 f€et ftom the
surface. He sas able to rc-.i8 .nd complere hir :ir.err).

Sour.: Loren Bolinger (windy Ciiy Speleonrws, Vol. 7, No. 5. October l 7).

Aolllsis: (Bolnrgtr) Ou. pcAonal conclusior aboui ihe a.cidcnt is th.t a
(.nrhinrl n ol $ct rel. lcar{s, and dos\. lhe step an8le of the funDel
$ri.u.ding rhr .nrrance. rnd rle lack of r ufrrr line a $ the prusiks *cr.
renr*dl lionr Ihc miin lioe s.rc corlribulng lactors in Erans fall.'
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1968 ACCIDENT REPORTS
Nc* York, Mcr.M.vG! On l6 March al aboul lO:m ..m., Gerald Atd.rmnn
(20). Ronald Sor€n (23), Andrew Smilh (19) and Michacl Geilman (20) enlcrcd thc
Ack s Shack enhance lo McFail\ care. Thh consists of a sinkhole (fenced and
pGied againsl lresspassing) Bith a man{ized hole in the bouom *hich oPcns inlo
! 8xl5 f@r pi{ 45 feel decp. Ai ihc boltom a fissurc opcns out inlo a second pil:lO
teei deep bul only 2 feet wide in lhe enIer, nanowinS lo one for or less !t cach
end. Aciasl*ay@l ofa smalliom at lhe bolrom conn(ts torhe dain passages.

ln wei we.ther a slream enlers lhe Pit as a *.terfall about l0 feet beto* lhe top
and flows throogh a c.awlway at the base of lhe tecond diop. On this dat. lheie
*.s slill coasidctable snow ard ice on lhe SrouDd, bul lhe iemF..ture was above

lieczing during the day.
Thc iroup did not explorc far into the cave as lhey started out at lboui I:30

D.m. Thc] lbund lhar rhe volume ot lhe warerfall in rhe uPPer Pit had in.rLard
jnd rhcwcr. cold ind.onskicled low(r pir eavc Ihem conriderable rroubl. Finall,
Sorcn rcached the surface a.d $enl for aid lo a nearby tarm- The Carlitlc Fire
Deparhent was telephoncd al about l:l0 P.m. lnd sere joined .t thc cate by
liremen liom Cobleskill and Cenral Brids€ and slatc Potice frod Duancsborg.

A tireman was towe.ed intolhe upperpitand asisted Smith.nd Geilman lo the
surtr.c, Soren wcnl down to lie a rope 1o Alderman. who was ,ow .lonc in the
loscr prr. holle,ine 1,, br !ulled uut. Soren canc bacl( \aying thar he had Pa$ed
th( r.'pc Io Aldcrman. bur $rrnl sure wheth(. h( had ried it on ur nor. Soren.
Ceilman and Smith werc taken to the Coblcskill Community gospital ad
admiitcd in saiisfaclo.v condi(ion,

'fhe ftcmcn pulled on thc rope psibb tied io Alderman until it bccamc i!uI.
Thq rhen iicd it lo a iree. A fireman wcnt into the pit again and t.ied.
!nsoc.esslully. tosqueeze inlo the lower pit. He could see Aldcm.n below him on
thcnlpc. whi.h had pulled him into the naro* part ofthe lNer pit. Hh hard hat
hnd lipped lbNa.d and walcr wrs d.ippinS onlo his face. Aldermant rcsPonses

wercweaker. The (imewar about4:00 p.m. Thc liremrnwas hauled out exhausted
nnd r smrller peson qas soughl to descend to Ald$m.n An atlempt to rcdnce
rhc tl(w ol $aler in lhe upper pit, by pilin8 logs, shoveling snow .nd somc bull_
do2int hrd no applrent cllcct.

Ar al,our 5:m p.m.. a l@al boy. Tedd, LanScflbahn (17), volunleercd lo 80
d($n. wrs put inio a wcl-suil. and le'ered inlo lhe cave. He foond himtclf
dnnglinS in the wate.faltand $ked tobe pulled up. Attci wamiDS nclr ! fire on
rh. surthe. he agrced lo lry again. This lime hc was lowered to lhe botlom ot the
tirsl pil. saw Alderman, and lried to puu the rope rw.y trom the crack, eithout
succcss. He calld tor dack, and Alderman immcdialely dropped downwa.d; he
. lled h.lhe rope to be plllcd up. and Alderm.n molcd up inlo rhe $ac[ again.
LanScnbahn returned to he sudaee and Slevc Coon (16) was lowe.ed in. also in
lhc *cl-suil. Coondroppo quicklybelos Alderman, shosas no* whiie.nd sliH.'
pushed his body out from lhccrack. and gnided il io lhe su.face as hc was himself
pullcd up. lr $as6:10 p.o. Alderman *as examincd immediatcly by a dNior. trho
esrinritcd lhxt he had di.d I% ro 2 houB prevbldy. A coroneis cxaninrlion
coniirnlcd thii deiih *as due io exposure.

Source: wayne Foolc and Alan MyeB

Ar.llsh: None oflhe tuur h.d an} knoNn ass(iation eilh cxfErie.ced c vcB oi
crvrgroups. Hw much rheir inexperien.e.oDi.ibuled io the consequence is hard

IE

r.\r\.1)urcl. rhlh$h l:rllcorPle,t dts.ctrl rnd r\(Lnl trha(h$r\ h.\on(l th(n
rbiliiic\. c\t\ri!llI oMcr $inrd (on(liti,)n\. t\|f,ri(N((t (r.r\ Inr( .r.ctrrl\ t'r(l
lhc c\lrcnr( dxngcr ol L\fo\urc (hvPolhermi!) broulhl lo lh.ir altcnlil hr
sLrcr.l .c(id.nt\. rnd *ould pntl, hlr hxvc atrcd \l)ccill(illt !8rin\r thi\ lhr(t
u der thc cir.unstrnc{s.

For r$!r1s !.kno$n. tI. Norlherslcrn Rcgi(nril ($c ltes((c Or8! nrriri'
q!\ nor rorl.cled. ahhough lhct irc lislcd \ilh tlc Slrlc Polict. lhrduSh n

cii.trit.{s ronlL lhc Shlc Poli.. (lid llnill! bullodlnl(. rc ch rmc e\pLri(n(.{l

PellsrlvAni., wlnd(Cold) Cnte: On ll ocrobtr i Pr,1r (n .islr. incl(lins Ilohd r

Prct.r (2.1) rnd'trd Len/ u (i l)r\id vo.scli(l)oth rllrl l9) \i\irc(l wind ( i\e.
ulich h unusu!l lnr hei!s dc\cloPcd n1 schisl !\ rh( rLsrll ol {lunrpins. 'lhe\

cntcrc(l rh( crrL.l xboul l(llx)..fr,
Ar boul I I:00 !.nr.. Prc\$. rllcNftirg trJ \quc.4Ihnnlgl I nrrros l)r\\ gr lo

rhc rcrr ol rh. (,ulh pr\\J4.. lt.nnre \lu.l' t ilh I cn/ :rntl V({gcla dn lht l:rr \nl(
aDd.orkl nol rcl.i$ hinN.lll A rc\Nc squd r!\ ollc(l hr lkl rnd lool\. ll. \n\
rcl.xscd \irh rhe (s. ot hrnrnlo lod.hiscl.

Sourc.: Rohcrl Prcler

AlslJsli: A nriftn'n,(nlcnr. l,ul.nc s hi(h could hr\c b(n sernnrs (lecPer s irhir I
ditllculr c vc. I'rever rtlriburcs lllc tilurti,)n l(1 r\cN\ri!hl rnd orcr(onurlcn.( '

Wd VirSlni!, CN Crre: On 16 Mnrch . grotrP ol li |tollc \\t{ial.(l \irh lh(
Erpl..cir Club ol Pilrtbursh (nrod Crls CavL al rhd r 2:ll) P nr. 'lhc\ $.rr
Drridw.hh(20).rherriplcud.r.RilaErnsll2l), l'hJ_lli\(jnblt{21).Mik.Arl r\
ll9). Norm SnJder. Sandi Zuhrit/ky (20), lll! Enycrrr 12l) ind Dernl ( nllinr
122). All lhe gnrup hxd snnc cli'nbins erPcric cer llvc hrd l)ccn i ( \e\

'Ihu 2(x) tbor drop itrlo thc l)iSioom Nrs riEscd qirh t, cnhlc l.ddcr rn(l h(h\.
'I-tro nicmt ch ol lhc parlr rcnrincd aho\. tr hilc lhe otltr \ix rnplf,ll.d rln$ n iI
liotrr ol lhe \rr.rlall lhrr droD\ inlo (tr. room. Duc ld rcenl r io! llr rlr.rn\
xnd trrrflirll in rhc ca,c *crc nnxlcrartll hi8h. cnu\i A cvcr].'o& ro b. srrkL(l lr\
rhc rinic thcy rc.chcd bork,nt.

-l h. cfcnts or the nerl 12 hou6 nrc (onl6c(t. thc \ix rhrl hrd de\.e (lLrl (litl

!)nre cxpl(talbn aDd tinrlly rcturned k)rht lrildcr' Orr. p.r\on r\ceMe(l (rn hel.r\

ir rboul halt-houri a trclrlcr dcsccndd. !nd rhc hc rnd lirce othcN r\rc!{lc(l
nr rinlcs r nging lionr onc t(' l$o hours. Dilllcullie\ $crc cxlcrienecrl trillr
\irnalhrir (shi(le\ Nerc u\c.t)r cxP(trur. ((hc rp.rY lr\rn lic llll (lrL (lc(l rnl
chillc(t cicr(Dc): enrinel.nrcnr ol th( l dd( r rhe hch\ rolt: r (l llrirruc
ljinnllJ. nr 2:.lOi.m- (17 Mnrch) oolr Enrc,rt rnd Sntder r.nrained rr rh. hornnn.
'Ihc l dd$ nnd rop. serc Dtrllcd up lo di\e trn!|. llcni.

IhLN,rllh.botn'mthcckcdnosrDdthtn,unlillr:lX).nr..lnrrhclrl(lur.rnrl
B)|c, ! d lilrlly moeed u$nl ln)tu lhc Iirlls and gol v,mc \lcef. Snldcr rho sl)(nl
{,nrc3houscxpnfinstrhilo lir)cirl tricd toslccP, Al ll:l{) a nr. lhelrd(lerrr(l
ft,pe $erc l,)*cred. Enyexrl ticd ii to lhc bch) linc rnd Pn)ccc(lc(l lo (lin'h.
Dc\pil. signah given bt Slr!(ler. lhc bclry lin. rcn iicd nr(k. Enr.. ori.cd
rhnslc hc$r\l5l(,20recrrnrnrrhcll(ntr.\r rre(l hi(k rlosn. \lill)cd nn(l r(ll
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Ery€ait aitcmpled a8aitr toclimb, deiving t€nsion on ihis lim., b!r was u,nbt.
to pree€d. I nspEiion sh ed a bad bump on his knee and it *as decided rh.l lr
*ould hak to b. pull€d out. Snlder tied into ihe b€lay and 4ccnded. ptannins rr
aftarge thc nec€ssary re*u€,

Meanuhile, afiertheladd.r and rope had t.ngled and bccn pulled up. those on
lop decided lhai help was necersary. The three gi.h teft the crlc and conlacred
,ohn Payne and Mike Balisler from lhe Nalional Radio Asironomy Obsen.aio
Srrder found ihem there $he! he reached lhe iop of lhe ladder. Pll.ne and
Balisler, noi havinS blck lnd lackle available, su8Sested that the Cave Rescu(
Communicalions Net"ort( b. called. Either Payne or Balisrer des.ended to kecp
Enyeancompiny. qh ile everyone ehe left lhe calc for assisiancr leaving one ofth(
I,i(sbureh group ai rhe b€lay point. A rubber ba8 containing a slecpinsba8, sto!..
tu(d. and a {alkie-talkic vere lowered but se.e neler received, as it (angled

'Ihe CRCN trar.onra.red r( 4rl5 p.m.. a(ired.t the cafe ar E:00 p.m.. remorrd
lhc tangl.d riSging. and Tonr visourrappelled in wirh food, exrra clothing and tho
h rnrs All rhrcc ec.e pulled up without inciil.nt and all {erc oui ot rhe ci1. h\
lJ)i) !.m. Mondrr" mornin8 (18 March).

Source: tsd Urucr. Rita Ern\r. Norman Snld( INETHERWORLD NEwS. lf l

And,rsls (thurr) M!.n.lrsi\ ollhe situatn)n ir thal the txdcr ol thc Pitlnrir!h
L\plor.r\rrip.Davewahl,.u\edcxlremel]to,trjudgenrenlihringinghissn{1r)
nrro cxs\ Cavc. Many trcre inerperien(ed ir such a dilll.!lt c.\e cs ('rs
Rcg dlc\r ol lhe experi€nce, rn rliempt al lhc dr op uDder such qel circumslrn.e\
appenB v$r lilrhard!. Th. poinr of orisinrl rissing indi..rd lhe lcadc.\
unlanilidriU trilh the cave. and *.s probably g.catly responsihl. tor much or rlt

W6t Vlr8lnh, Elthon Mout h Crc! On 16 March seven caleB from lhc
GcorSe Washintton sludenr G.otro (Nss) dcscended rhc l40 kd cntr.ne pii ol'
Elkhorn, using brake-ba6 on 7/16 in.h Coldliie. At aboul 4:00 p.ni., Wadctr
aogardus (25). GeorSe Rabchevsky (10) and wlrcn BrouShn)n (21)mer at lh.
rope io asccnd. Bogardus was up iD J0 mintrtes using two Jum$ ascendcs.
Rabchevsky lolloved. bot could ,ot get over thc first led8c. aboul len fe.i up. Hc
decided iodescend but could rclease only one asccnder trom ihc rope. Finally, hu
gol inro bo.ly.rappe,. cul ihc sling to thc stuck ascendc., rnd dcscended.

BrouShron then ascendcd using a Inmar for a seal sli.8 and a prusik knor li,r
his fer. He r.iched the lop in.l5 minurcs. Mcanwhile. Michael -repping (21) hrd
hu.t his kn.:e when he slip!'ed whilejumpins a nream in thc l(Ncr cave piss.Brs.
Il became clidcnt to the 8r6up lhal both Rabchcvsly and Tcpping would hrv{ to
be pulled li, ihe surface.

Paul BrouBhlon (21) nex( follof,ed his brcth.r waren io lhc \u.face nsi.8
t*Gpoint prusik syst.m. About half \ay up, ihe l@'er PolJ.lh)_tcnc pru\ik
snapp€d. bul he sfely switched lo a spare manila set- The limc trar no$ 6:10 P.m..
il was cold and rainins, and thc thre on lhc surf.ce werc soaked ard shiverins.

Rabchevsky *as securcd to lhe rop6, along with ihe end ot lnolhe. l5O linn
Coldline io be used io pull ihe main rope down .gain. The ihrcc on the surhcc
lri€d lo pull Rabchevsky up. bul the rope cauShi in a crevice. ADothfi attemPl i(,
pult Leonad LRoy (20) oul (he beinS much liShted sas also unsuccessful. Ir *!s

20

d..idsl lo go ir hclp.
BrAridos itrd Wamn Eroulthkn dror. t(r n r.lcphon( n d crllcd rh.

l'.|!$burg ftc dcparhcnt. Bt 9rJ0 p,nr.. atrour l.n volonr..rs *cr. rl the €r(.
Onc ollhos. in lh. (ivc hrd itl.nrflcd to rscend Lr\in8 Blchmrnn knots. trut thi\
hldliild.Itwnsdccidcdro\in,plrtullrhelburk,th.surli.c.wirr.nBronshkr
r pclled in h.ll's!r io provid. .onrm un i.aiid's rnd stridc the n,pc. CdDnic wonS
l20l $ns pull(d oul. lhen rarir)us F.ks. lnl['s(d hr-lepping rnd txRq.
8n{rghkrn {.r pulld ro rhc sori'.. on rh. rnd ol ttc kN$ nIB. Br fridnishr.
.\..!b{xi! $as our ol thc caE,

Sourc.r wancn Bruulhnrn

A..lr!is: (waEn Brcu8hton) whcrcrns the pfurucn,? Michlcl ohvn)usly needed
k' hc pulled dl. 'rhc othc* l.1ctd ldcquarc lrli.ins and lht cave pnrcd nx,
nnr(h lnr thcn linrirql cx[x6u( krrc.ti..lc.ritrA. Ec.rusc ofrhir, thcCrorrouill
irstilute lr.ininS.nd tcsline scssion\ inrotvin8 varnus problcnN $hich may bc
cn$unlercd in cavinS. Thcsc sc$n,ns $iU b. nr.nd{k)ry lbr th(6c who wrnt to do

'lhcGrollowlrl(flunllc thJl noonr s,s sertuu\l! hurt {nd lhc trip (an best bc
Ntrsid6.{ as . lc.rning expcricn(( li'r clch ol us.

Indlan!, Coon'. crie, On 8 Dccenrbcr . parly ol t$o cxpdien.d crvc.s. Genc
J(fgon*i(35) and Lar.y Reec (25). and six novicc$, Mark A.nrxll,n8 (16). Russ
Andchon 117). RoBfi Gillies (17). ,im Roach (15). l,.ul Blum (16) ,od Par Moorc
ll7). risircd C@D\ Crre. They cnictul al 10:-10 a.nr. and .t lllX) a.m. $etu
dcsending a bre.ldmn slolE:,ur8onski had d.$cdcd a lO lix (hinn.y ar rhc
ha$ oflhe slopt nnd aas itr thc kNcr prsase. alu *asworkin8hir$rydosn
lhc chimney. and ihc rcmaind**crc oD lhu slopc wh.n x bkrl wrirhiDs lbour 2{)
pNnd\ {rs disndScd and r',ll((l 1,,* rJ rh( uhrnrn(r.

Gillies atlempt(d lo stop thr r€k bul only sl'wcd it. A rarning *n\ shoul({ t(}
Blum. rho jumpcd lside as rhc rrl t'cll. srx/in! his back a\ n p!\scd. Ihc trif
.onlinucd but il *as di$octu{ on llc lnll(uing dry th{t Cillics had broken hir

Source: Iirry Rcc.!

Andrii' (ReB) l-he eipericnc.ll erc6 shoukl pslb.bly h!!u sivcn .|,\er
s(tEBision lo lh. othcB. In addirirnr, thc Broup tr!1 kxr largc. rru\inll pcBdtr1 k)
br o(r'd(n lm cl(Bly loecthcr ir rn rren ol (hlnbl. Et1

Indi.n!, FEh.n'i Pit. On J0 NovcDbcr, william shr* (20) and Jlv Arootd (2.1)
liar rrp.lhn rh(q7frrn l-re.m,n \ llt. Arn,,ld.,r (\t{rirtr(.d crr.r, h,d h15orn
pruril nings (polrpropylcnc) lbr rs.cndinS. hut hld borrowrd a nrnih *r tur
Shaw- -ftis was Shaw\ sond pil dcsceflt.ljr..nr tr r Pir has no prsslsc\. so thet
yn)n preparcd lo ascend.

with assistane l'rom  rnold, Sh s ried in wirh lhc nranita stiols, ,tccnd.{ lcn
lr(r. li,und hctrJ\hcrnRchnkd hr hi\.h$r \lin[. (lu\crnd,{. Jn(t dju((d hi\
\linB. Ar rhi\ p inr 'r *as decid.d rhsr A.notd \houl.r asccnd ri.\r *irh shas
lillhNing. Arnold start.d up and Shr* tullo{ed lboul 20 fe.r bcto$_  t A) fecl.
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Shawfound his koots slipping or the cle.n, dry Goldline rcpG ard. on.dvic frm
Arnold. attempl€d tod@ble his knots. Hc beSa! to have difficult, with lhc ch6l
sling which *as r€stricting circulation i! his ams ard, b€.niD8 desperale,
l@ened his kDol5 and started to desand nc.rly iD fiFf.ll lti! ch6l knot
gabbed *hetr h. {ts abdt five fet from th. flM. " Ealf h a sLt. of shet. atler
fuoblinS for whal ched lile h@6, I unlicd my$lf .d fell ftoD lhe ropc. I got
trp and stagSercd into lhe cms a.d colLF.d." (Shar)

Afuold dcs.tndcd and, after Shaw had r.std .l|d iodicat.d his rillin8n6s ro
i.y again, Amold ticd in wiih the nanila knois, bui ,!s umblc lo climb abore t ,
feet due to lh€ir slipping. He agai. desc.dcd .d s.trt Sh.r up usinS th€
polypropylenc knols. Sha* rcached the surfac. ir m ,ninut s rithoul *rious
difficulty, lwercd th. slirgs to ArDold. who llro !rc.rd.d aiib.

Soq@: Wiuian Shaw aDd Iay Arrcld

Ardxb: (Amold I shoold hav. be.n susp.ct of th. pooi cordition of thc manila
slitr8s I tBd borror,.d for Bill s u$. I h.v. aot ui.d m.dl..lirgr iD s.r.El ye.rs.
precisely b@us. of b.d inciderts involvin8 old. s*olletr !.d limp sling! I
boftNcd lhcs. bc.aus. I felt th.l wc should both bc irdcFDd.ntl, .quipp.d,
Proper equipm.nt.ould have averted lh. iDcid.nl, . cmod itory in m6t cave

Indlar, Gort Holn On 17 Ndember Charle! Stc.b (m), ,ares Hauer (20), Ted
Petanoff(I9), Rob.n Flume (19) and Barry Mc{.b. OO), m.EbGB of rhe I nd iana
Urive6ity Spelunting Club, tapelled intoGory Hol., a 1,16 fooa pit, at abour 2:m
pm. Afte. sone .rplotation and phorogtrph, .t tbc bott@, $e, prce.ded lo
leave the pit al5r4S P.m. Hauser, Petmnoff. Mccah€..d FIUmG endcd by
pru\iking. \Yhile untying ri lhe surface, Flum. dislodged . rod krghrnS abdt
one pound which f.ll inlo rhd pil and slruck SrEL r.ar Ge brt of his had hat
This ccurrEd al 7:15 p.m.

Steele was knocked momentarily uncon$ious but s@n calLd fo help. Hau$r
desccnded at 7:lO p.m. and found Stel. bLcding b.dl, ftoD. h.ad wqdd.
Hause. stayed pith Sleelc and adminisler.d first.id rhile PclramIT weot tq

At 8:15 p.n. PelranofT lelephored Rich.d P@cll i, BlminSioo, and lhGD
*ent lo surc banda86. rctumirg io li. c.v. .t 8:/t5 p.D. P(rell DotifEd th.
lndiana SlaI. Polie. requ6tin8 a patrcl .i' rr thc s.i*; thcn phon d John
Basctl and Richad Blenz for tunhei assiitirc!. Bastt pictcd up T.d Wilso,
and Powell. *hile Blenz contact€d Don Canyi both grups he.d.d fd ihe c.vc
wiih rop.s, tield tclcphones and peBonal equipm.nt, adiriDg, aloog xith Tr@Fr
Geotge Abboti. ar about 9:00 p.m.

By 10:30 p.m. rhc tclcphohc was in usc .nd the pit tad tEn iielrd wilh a
haulinB line ovcra bl@k fixed aboverhe pit. St..lc was tin into nis swis-st aid
a chcsl harness loSciher wilh a second safcly linc. HG xs pulled to th. surfrc! rt
lO:45 p-n. beinS able lo give some asislare hinier wnen rtc ro!.s bee
slishl\ lvislcd. Srelc was lalen to th. holpit l .t Badfqd xhiL th. lBucts
cleared ..d let lhe pil by l:45 a.m.

Stele rcquircd scveral stitches on two l.cer.tions adjaent to ttE Gipilal
foramen. Xja)s showcd a chipped stull.

Sorre: Ri.hard Powell ,nd Charlei Sle.l.
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Ar.lr.h {P(mll) Slel. sh@ld lot havc ben rt th€ dirccl boltom of ihe pii while
F_lnhc was clinbing o. 6ting (unrigging) at the top- Steele could have been killed
by lhe f.llinS mk. He w6 sved Ectly by his hald hat. The ba.k ofthe hai was
plrtui.d eilh r hole abdt oEhalf inch in dian€ter. with shatlered prongs of
fibcr-ths r.di.ting frcm thc holc. Th. fact lhat Flune yelled '\€k mal have
helped pEpart St .le fc the blw in ihal hc apparently was hun.hed up. perhaps
pturlirS . brorer net-

IndD& Sh.ft clE: On 8 D€cedb€r, Ron Pk* (I9) and sreve Konios ( I 9) ente.ed
Sh.ft Carr using a homemade rcpG ladd.i coDstructed from wood rungs iied to %
inch madila rop€. They lNcted ..olh€r manila rope lo use as a hardline but il
had langLd sith ihe laddq and had ben dropp€d ilto th€ pil.

Kort6 had difiiculty while desendinS b€cause lhe ladde. qas iwistcd around
ilsell Pld.le! etr$untcftd dirrculty and Kotrl6 clinbcd p. way lo assisl him.
Ttcy finrll, boih tot safely to ihe botiom bul a lhid comp.nnD de.lined to

Aftd EstinS al rh. bonon. rhcy both ert mpted ro awnd bu t s$e defeated by
the tsist d setid of l.add6. At lhis tDitrt, by coincidcncc, a group f.om the
CentBl Indi..r Gto.to(NSS) adiv.d il lhe.ave.I2r.y Re(e having had thc mon
vertical crp.ricrr.t, mpFll.i inlo 1l!. pil lo a$6s the silualion. An artenpt to
have Plew clirnb th.l.dderon b€lar l'aild so the ladder qas removcd lrom lhe pit.

Rft lhen 8.rc Kontc instructioG on usiD8 Jumar asccnders .nd startcd him
up the ro?.. follaisS on pmsits in case he encounlered difficuhics. 'Ihis {orked
e6ily e Re.c dended and sDt Pl up iD the same fashion.

So!c: t:n, R@€

]|irrrrl. (R€c) ThG tBu. wd ncs.ry be.au$ the p€ople involved did not
tlN*h.t thcy *r! ddrg. They deGtimated thei.ability. pGsibly becausc they
had not b..n asai.l.d sith.n, f<m.lc.viq organizatior. Thesc are the lype ot
Fopl. sho make lhe nffipapcB ard give cavirg a bad namc. Thc only {ay to
pBert lhis lype of incidedt rs to rc.ch th.s. pcople .nd tain thcm before they
hlte a clEN lo 8el iDto truble.

hd.D, $.n C.E. On 28 Dcembfi Chad Hall (16?), a member ol Explorer
Sc@l Pcl286, rtt mpted toenterShatl Cave, a 74 fmt pit. hand.ore. hand on a
3/8 inch lnoti.d rotE Al 3:lO p.m. he lcl his hold and fell an unknown

He wa rlsded by membeB of the Blomington Grolio of the National
Speleolodc.l Sciety ard w6 @t of lhe cave by 6:ls p.n. Hc suflered f.actured
spiE. ja? .rd atrrb. 4 well 6 concussio! and laceralions.

Ar.EG (R.i Thir asilent w.s ..used b, bad judgemcnl on lhe pa of the boy
ad th. Snal bda. ADyoE -ho has eve. t.ied to clinb a rope k!@s it is
impcribL to clinb 74 fet o. . thin bp€, Ben wirh knols.

I
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Mi$y,uri. Indian Care: Or 2,1 Mrr.h threc !,ldich lidn' l.rr Le{fd wo({|.
l'F(. Sl.t)Icn Lr\kv120),I'F( Da\idBox(20)axl5l'4 lliedI'urqcll(21)signcd
our ro so.r!ing. Nonc hrd hrd frevnnb cxvins rxp.rience .r trrining. wh.h thc\
he(rnre ,ne(lue (ncrr noon) lhe Army in\titulcd n scrrch and laund lhcir
horured.rr frrk.d ncar Indian (!ve. A rcnratnc sclrch br_ Arnrr p$\,,rncl
hond !!n( ol th. D.n \ ck,rhins i rhr cr\c. brr did nor rln(l rhc nrcn.

I he lll)vo\l Mr^lrall's Olli.. rl Forl Leonard Wo(xl contaclcd J.rr\ Vine\rd
('l rhe Mls{trrriCn,hgicrl Survrt, } ho in rurn conlnelld nreinbcA ol lh. Mis{nrri
S.lrorn ol Minc\ Spclunktr\ (lub. lhc ll6r call wa\ recci\cd al I:15 t.nr. 2:
Mnr(h. A re\(ur l)!rl! ol sevrn lrived rl lhe..v. xt 2:45 p.tu. Nick Iibbshrd
l,ecn rpU)inled lhe rcs. . group lcldcr. Ll. Williams in chargc .l Arnr
ot)rrrln,r\ rl lhe.r!e. gr\. the re\(uc x.oul) lirll co.lrol ol ll opcrrli(nr\ in lhc

I he \cr(h trrlr_ crr.rcd rhe cive rl.l:{X) p.nr., divid.d inb nlo group\ Io \crrch
\rrntrh le,!l\. r.d nrcl r! in ii r \nrall nrn' *h$. . scan hrd hecn ,nund. One
!nnrplhenlclllhecrrrl()rcquc\lli hcr r*ntancc, *hilc thr oth.r pu\hc{l i.loI
ItN (r!s L lhi\ *ns rl 6:.10 p.nr. Inc ltre. \oklicr\ wcre li)und. unhu , in r lrrge
pr\srlr lrrvond thc lo$ cr sL llc\(urr\ rnd rc\cucd $crc oul ol rhc crvc hr il:25

Sourre: MSM SPIjLUNKIillS. Vol. ll. No.2, l%il. pp I921.

Anllrsis: A ltpi.rl\cfch rnd rs(!r op$atio . l he losl men had. larlun!rcly. nol
!,ir iflo rnr \crious (lilliLullr nd !till h.d \onre liSht I.ll in thcir,hshlighls.

Tcr6, Deld t ecr Car.: O l0 Januar! al 4:.10 p,nr. live bots. all inexp$icn..d
rf(l nol rllllirl.rl q ith inr crvirg.lt'b. crle.cd Dead Deer Carc. I'e.tuisn,r lionr

Dcra l)Lcr ^. fit crvc.lic lirn.l0ltel ol rhich iseasily climbed. At thr l0lbot
lclrl is r hrgc. rxrrrnrcir muddr (x)m bq.nd which climtring equipnlent is
nr.tsrr All lirc bovs dcsccnded to lhis kn)nr. lhree ol then. Sl.ve C rt\rirhr
(16), Mi[( 80$nrr ll])rnil l(,nrnryNrnr(16)slid or climbed l.nd ov(hand
(1,Nnr rrnilnrotkto lcdge.l5lccl brk)s. I h. othc. ivo. L.r)C.skir(16)aDd'Irnnf\ liohrhr(h rcnrained !bo!.. Bclo* th{ kdge lhr wrll un be clnnbcd
\ilh.ul c(tuilnrcal kr gel into a largr.oonr.

Allc. \onrc rxplu!rion rhc boys !tt.nrptcd l. clinb lhe rope b(t liun{l il roo
\lick wilh nru(i. I hc t*o lbove ilso rllen)I)tcd lo pull (,nc ol thc bots oul: rgrin.
lhcrop.srslooslick. At 7:,10p.nr..c skin lch thec!vclbrhclpiRohrl)r.h strrclj
lo kocp lhc thrlc lfuppd b(rys (onrf.nr-. I hr Sh$ill's dcpartmc l r'1\ nolili.d il
8: l5 p.nr.. sho ir turn noliicd. Civil Delcn\r unil, sho noliticd Ahnro (iRnro

Ihc rc\.ue lti(lrp ri8g{d rolr ntrd lhrcc .rbl. hdders. Bul(h Sunrnrar
dc\.un,lc(l t(i i srru(r lhc ho!\ in lidd.r.linrl)iigr Dick Whilc !nd ((rrrnry
I'r! irll(nr rcn[nrcd al rhc tot tri l].hy rn(l a\snl. Iivcrtonc\!sour ol lh..$.

Source Lulh.r Bun(lr.nl

,{nAhsis I hc h.\\ rcr lfupt)Ld hc(xus. ol bxd jud!!nrcnl duc r. in!\p.ri.n(r.
lhl\ lrr\ hrpfcrr(l brli,rr in lhc sanrc.r\c. .nd \ill fnn)xbl\ h.fp.n r{riI
b..ru\( thL ( \r rs n) cl.\c lo Sn. A l( n,.

Arl,.n!, (n'rr (lv.: ()n 4 ()ct(,hcr'lrunrrn Kcllam (21)led three.onrpanions.
ltohe,l l,l.i\(f. l,hitip sho rn(t Mnrhcw scoble (aI rbour 20) on an explotalion
rnloOnlx(rre All$crc incxpc.ien.edi lhis was lhe li.sl cate triP for Pfister, the
\eun li, Slroll. ..(l S.oblc h.d b..n in Onyx only r lew times previously Keuam
hr(l 1,ri (r\ ing t.r onc ]_e.r, bul nol * ith any organized g.oup. All{ore hard hals
\ilh ei )n[ hnrp\.nd llrey carried I0O lcet ol'nc$ 5/8 inch hcmP tuPe.

I l.v rnlrr.d thc.r\. xl rh(rt 5 l0 t) nr . rn,r\.d lh. l.'< lnot derp Oorge and
rtinrinrcd lri lhc l.lt rn{rnd lh. I-.oP S.obl..nd Kcilanr scnt down a snrall
rrr\!$x\ lhrl cime oul in llt sid. ol r l5l) li)ol staii know rs the Hell Hole .

\\rll \ririrlr indicrl.d i1 () b. .l(N) I.cl dett). bui Kellanr look this lo bc
cxrs!errl.d !nd (,iduat.l thrl il s!s.nll xb.r" 1r) lt.r

I h. r)Pc !rs ln.tt!d .\.r\ rhrcr I.el rrd lic.l in. Kelldnr b!cked over the edBe

ol 11rr tir. 'r\in! rhr tripc li,r r hrrd hold Onl! ! tt\r Let btlol ihe edge he could
Und no loot h,,[]s. rri.d lo clinrb up r!!il. losl his hold and till 150 lect lo the
t,,nl,,n lh(\x\r1xl..urll:.15pm Alicr delcnni ifg lhrt Kellanr trrs slill !livc
rl,e !1hfl rrnrr lrrl 'h..i\c 

ror 1,eh.
'lhr S.rnlr (N7 (rrrnll Sltriil rr\ nfrrlird. \h. in lun' (rlltd Sgl. Ted

Il.rrd.\. llud,,l lh. Pinrx (.un1\ \1r$ilJ'\ I)cf! mnt Volunlccr Sear.h rnd
Rr\.',. l.rD IIrndc\ .,nrli.rrn lh. Soulh.rn Arizotr R.s( r As$cialnnr
(S \lt,\r Nlrfrl.., \.n l,,nh i !\.u. !nut)\. itr ld,lin! .nc non .x\rr d..(tr. rerch.d
thr .,i.. r r!!0a hntlr th. (i,n!r rt(l rhc li.ll I{ole. rf(l lud I nr.n dos n n) Kelhm
b\ rl,.ur .l ()l) r nr  r th\ hnt K.llrfr \!\ \lill coh.iou\ rnd eo!ld t.lt
.,nu.rrl\ ,\|r]rrrrfl itlnri.\ \.r. .r h..krt dnr. Inrlcn l.t rnd \evtrt
lr..r]ri,,n\.rhfur rh. h.r{1. Nir(ll(!l .r.rl nnrc \xpDL.r qc.r b.int rsciirbl.d
s|rn ber\{r 6 (t) rrd r 00 .t nr i( sn\ (l.lr..)incd thll K.lllm Ms dcrd

Kelhni\ 1,.(h \r\ r.nr.\c(l lr.nr th. .r!. rt ilr.ut 5l)0 p.m. the dn\ lbllo*inB
hi\ 1!ll. Ih. cxu\c ol dr.lh sr\ t)nnrabll inltrirl n'juries.

Sourc€: Jtrr Hlscmcr

Anal}sh: tncxpericncc rnd poor ludgemcnl.

Puerb Rico, Rio Crnu! C!re, On SundaJ. 2l June, a Snrup of aboul l5 pcoPlc -

nrcn. $omcn. rnd childtn visited this cave in ronne.lion with the fildin8 ot !
do.untntxr! picrnrc. Ioc ter. it $as ncccs\ary lor the group todon lite presencB
rnd radc .r $\i . *ith rhc aid ot a lile linc, to r l nding in lhc National

whiI ltc Srout *as leaving thc.ave, thc $aler suddenlt rosc traisrdeep in the

$rnxl ot a l.$ nrinutcs. Ahhough rnosl ret.eated to highd lcvels in the Hall, fitc
f.rlnrs qcnl ahc,d xnd rttrnlpted to sqnn to the ellrance Four made il

He.tor Bursc.lil2), sas \s.pl aq.! tiom lht lile line b] lhe currcnt, along the
h.fl,nn.1 rh. rr.\ I'L[Uo\ Sinkholr..nd itnr ihc do{nrlrtrm enlrance h tie
r.r. s\sl.m. llc qa\ hol(lin! onl.. bur nol se.rin8. a lile presencr. An exrensive

s.irch ot lhc dou tlrcinr P. i{!rollhc..\.iiiltdtodiscover.nJ"signofBuesco
r.d h. $.\ pr.sunr.d dro$ ed.

S0u..c: Ruscll (;u.nte

Analyses: ((;u.n.e) Rio Crmur Ca\c.an be d.nSerous and lrertherous The rirc.
is hlrdlti predi.lable rnd certiinlt is Do pla.e tu. novices or mcrc tisiios to enter
wirlo l .quipnrenr lnd propd g(idance. The first step toward this t.aged, {as
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lnlcn whctr lhc gr@p ctrrcrul rhc.avc $irh onlv litl jr.kcts and a litc.linc:
rcrhctud bonrishdld h.!cben!*d li,rrh. r.aveBc tu lhc liBr upstr.an lrndins.
'lh( r(ond (€n sr\ fiv( p(^on\ l(avins rhc (JrL rirhour rhr p(r nrn.n ..! rh(
l(rd(r. th( rhrd Jnd m,^r rrJ!n \r(t, \r. rIJr ..r (\(rr,i1L q,{( ,\rir
lilc-jackels whilc in ihc wrtcr. Bue(o ni8ht pqsihly hrle been lblc ro clinrb
rb,we lhc walcr. (in rhc d.rl) i! h( hr,l r.{n hn.

1969 ACCIDENTREPORTS

Nc* York, Bull Mlr.: On lhe wcekend of22 Novembor, walter Kersavage (22), a
phy\iul d ucalion teacher from the McQuade Foudation Home for Childftn, led
! group of l5 children on an outing ro Bull Mine Mouatrin- Ke$a!a8e attempled
r(' ente. onc of the abnndored nine rhatts in the viciniry by climbing dNn r
%'in.h ropc hand-oerhand. At about Jr0O P.M.. hc losl his 8dp and fell nearu
100 t-eel to his death.

Sor.: Newspaper Clipping

Ar.lrl.: Incxperiencc and lack of knwlcdge ofcquipmcnl necess y tor such !
d.s.rnr. Compaie ihe Lelel Crevice (hwa) .ccidenl in 1 7.

N.* Yoil, Ell.vlL Ic C.v6! On I I April, six boys, accodpanied by the mother
oltwoofthem. visit.d lhe lceCaves Mounlain lourisl llliaction. Aftcr tourinS the
arc. by the public paths durins the morning. ihree ot lhe boys, I€d Wunderlich,
lr. (17), Michael Wunderlich (9) and John Aotrdio, (16) {cni oflto explore on thcir

GoinS ro lhe end of the cryslal chasm". they lefi lhc fer.ed arer and, ignoring
$arning signs, w.lked lo a cave-like €nlrana. T€d sllked in first, shitring a

llashliShi. Police subsequeDtly said ihal wheo the boys were.bout 25 fect into the
narow c.vc. Michael daried in froDl oI hk b.othcr and steppcd olf a ledge in(o
toral bla.tness. rhe boy plungcd ,lO fc€t down a t*o-tclhree fool opening and
hnd.{ in an udergmuld slream. His bd, was rccovered hler lhat day.

So!rc.: Nclspape. clippin8

Ar.bsi.r lncxpericrce and carclessness.

P.rnsylrlnl., Big Ridg. C.r.. On 25 Ma! Tom O'Holle.an (18), ONille Or sby
{24). and Del Mye6 (2o)desccnded inlo Big Ridge csve by rappel and prNeeded
tNard lhc squer h lhe itrcam pasa8.. Enroute, one nust desc€nd a dopPins

whilc climbing dN.n lhe fissuie, O Holl.tan ilipped and slid E feet ro lhe
bottom,lindin8on his ltet. In lhe pnEess he stuck his knee prinfully againn the
{all. Thcparty thcn lefi lhe cavc.li was subsequently discovered thal O Holleran's
knee sas notjust b.uiscd. bur.leeply cut. Eight stilch.s were iequhed to close ihe
Nund. and !n a.rc.y h.d ben nearly .ut.

Source: Del Mre6 (Nitlany Crotto Ners. Ian'Feb 1970).

Ar!!sis: O Holleran. trho had only shrted caring a lcs monlhs previously, sas
lpp!rcnlly u naccuslond lorramblingon muddy and inseuredopca. Onl) morc
carc i, moving could havc prevenrcd lhe accident. Hc ras fonunate in an nrrcry
not bcing scvercd, as a mor. el.borllc rescue probably then *ould have bc.n
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I)(nn$rlranta.Schof.r(!re:()n r l)(\r rhrr.R,n!,r1irr.r aJ,,.Lr J,!.] jI t1l
rpffl\flnbourt*.nlj\tu{l.nr!i()1tr.1).!Ln..r\cr!.s t)j.j!1,rrf(tS!trnd ri\.
I)rh.ns. hrring miscd lhcir depaturrc. r.nr l() 5.urh t crrt)te (-x\.. rf{t tlrrn rr
Schoter lo crtch up *ith lhe mai. g.oup.

Tht hlc eroup trait.d nr lht ca\c ar .n enlran.c m rh. Big R.onr CiL.n
D AlonTo(2:)no{rl Jt th. rnrran.c tu rhe (gm. a st.i op.iins n);r. \ir ti.r xbo\r
'hcl.',,{H,'l,,lf',''nI.,,,',rl''.nj''l'.','],.|l.r
D' \1..r, . ,,\l.d hr... | . n,,1 rtr. r-, r. . , L,u,.,t t:,.t(.,,1 .,r,. ,,t'rtr,.j,:r I Ir.

D ]\lonro w.re snerkcr! (.onlfurr l{) in(ru.riors) ,nd, tikt lle orh.B ii hn
group,sorerola hat Hrsastuund un.on\ci.u\ ind btccdine ti.D |i\ l:r..,

D AlonTo tr!\ assisl.d our ol rhc .rv0, lirtttng inl. n.of\ci,rsnr\s !r inrrnrt\.
\utlerinS lionl (.ncu$iM. E\enm.ll,-. h. sa\ trc!(cd 1i,. cuts and i brokrn fo{,.

Source: Roberr an.l Jo.n Fcuer

An&ltsls: Ine\p.ricnc..rd cx.clessres\.  dditnmit {ipcrv(n)n soutd l[1r hren

W$t\irginin.C^\(lre:r,r''\,1.,r I urlrt .t.., r., ,.-.t, d..,J.,r..r,. rir,' B.ll,,{i., r '. i.\, t..r.\ \r.,I'r,r',r, ..'t,,1 t:j.r L .h(r.,r-\ r I&"i\t(l l,el(n\ hinr i l. a kfor 1r. coul(l n.t (lur l{c\ru$s *.$c .all..l
 llrrStrrrtlrra h nr.ltliIhoursr rctr 1..1nlt rhchtntonr. hcsrsfuled uf rl

.\ndt\i\,8'rr,,"'.{r,l..,lj-n' V,^ ..,-' rL j I.',..ri..n' l.,.t. lrir..lr. l'r.ilr. r,r,- l,r,l1, ir'..' .'irr.t,..r:rt L-,.," 5 n'ra.'n1-'.,l.sru'fl.,,.'dh,',, r,..r' "i.. .t .,,,r,r., rhrrj H-ra\ r.l Ncnrnle !r expo$rr. suil.'

G@relt, Ellison\ Cav€: ln AuBUst. ! pnrt! ot eiShl Qrer\ ti.m rhc fl,rridr Slnlc
Cxrc Cldh inn NSS ch.tro)visired Iitlison s Cr\e rnd liur or the gup dr\rndcd
11re I25 t,nn wfnr up Pil. /\lter $nre trplofutn,r !r tlre tolrom. lh.y {! .d trark

'I hr \(.nd () (r.r Io r\..nd. .,rni.c Thonr\or (t'r) h.(1 !,nt rtilti.ull! s irh hrr
!l'.r',,r_( ..,n.l,rnr'r(t4..rr' \n.rh(ri .r 1- I rt ;,,jt.h,. ...(..t,J
li)ll()qln! "rrirh Ihofi\on \trrlcd u! !grin. Shr.tirrh.d srltr.ut I ti!hl b..ru\.
her.rLhidc l.rrt wrs l() .nd \ht did nor hr!. .r .[.tri!rt unit 

^t 
rh,r1

hrLl {J}op,lrrrl)nr\rkkrn)isrbcStrnh\lif.shrretllf.(i.n.nirhr\t].Ln rro.ihr'
l)r.l rtl Ihr.11r.r\srrL kn,n\l(\\.rc(l Itori rlro\!rrrl !.r rplJr 5n\rr \.n 1l!)
{ho qr\ \liLl r!ir,f! rl rhr brtl,{I .l rIr t)Lr

]1ll(r r iL!tsin! Ih({n\jrr\{rrdthrt\[.rtiri(tr,irrr:rL\,r1]!rf(|r!rj\t(rrl
knor hr.ru\. sl[ .LrLd r,r lrrn\tir h.r \rigl]r .n rrtl :r, nr I r,! r[. n.{ kr,I
Cl,rlclj!.n11\. S.(nr LLin)1.!(l ,, r \c.ond rot( hun! jI rir. tit rintil \hrtrr\tr\.1
Erth rhonron. rnrl rh., I)rtrr.drd !'.ur rhr irr.nrrLn! t)runt \ rr! \tlh rrrr
fl!nre,nher.r rnl(linrp. lhisqi\r..,,rt,li\1r.rl\tr(.r\lull,.rnnb,n)r thonr,,r
and Sott J!..ndcn ths ptr uirhour lunrrer dLlll( !li\

sinft.:,rni.. Ilrnn!',l)nvi(l llirn\otr. inr! susn S$11(l-ldid. Stnie Caver.

 nrllsl!: (,. l honxoD)' l hc di.rct.aus.s ol' nry l(Nble on lhc.opc were my oBn
inNpcrirnc. in vcrli(alcaving and thc lacl thri I had not lested Dy equipment
hclnrc lhc lrit be8in. Allhough I had donc n,me rope work belbre this ltip.
boftorins $neone che s equipment, ihis ras my lltn pit iD a cave. This Nas aho
nrr- [6] sel ol'vcrti.al equipnenl. pattc.ned al1er olhers, bnt untestcd. ln bolh
. scs I must spcak ti,. mJseltonly.s illthe other membe6 sho did verti.alwork
on thi\ r.ip {ere experie.ced.

Since rhi! incident, and mlinly brcause of il, plus th. hcr that w. have many
n.$ membcr\ nN ini.resred in verlical cavin8, our groilo h.s begun veni.sl
ihsrruction. including supcniscd p.actice on a rope, lectures wilh enrphasis on
.rving srlct!. and il$peclioD ol equipment bolh innially and betbre enterine .
pir.'

lAIthouel no iccident ecurrcd, (his isan inst.uctivc incident and is in.luded in
rhcse rcpo(s bc.ausc of thc scnriblc anallsis and consequcnccr ' ol lhe event.)

Gorsia, Ellietr's Cste: On 22 Norember Etick Foote (27). Penny Fooic (22),

Chlrles Ho.lun (20). Steve H dson (19), Don Hunicr (21), Ceorge Monis (30),

AIlen Prdgeil (19) and wade PadSctt (16) enle.Laj Euison's Cale lbr the pu.po\es
olinnilling n galeat lhc k{yhole pass.Beand lo replace lhc rcgister al lhe boltom
ol the 510 l'oot (liee dnrp) Fantadic Pii. I hc Fooles, Mo.ris, and bolh PadSelts
hrrl nrorc than luo!e.s c.vinBexperien(e. Hort rnd Hunlcr had Dol previously
d$.cndcd Fant.nic Pit. trLrl onl! Horton planned to on this lrip. Aller Pad8ell
hid bcen lo thc botlonr lbur iimes and, alier lhe pil wis riS8ed, sas the fiBt to
dcsccnd Hoik,n *x5 k) lollow.

Al.bonr llx) p.m. Horloo started down using a rack with fivc bars, and Swiss
Scar. and.lso*uea p.usik harn{ss wilh rtiaclcd Junrar tbr salaty. il needed. Hc
srs pftDcrl! cldhed and wore gldes.

His iiiliil descenl Nas slo* and sonretrh.l dillicult. so he unclipped lhe litih bar
and was rble lo pr@eed morc sDoothly. Somcqhat below 100 ltet doNn he

tfcdcd up t() avoid sode otlhe spriy lrom lhe walerl.ll in the pit. Aboul hallsay
doqn. hc ixeDptcd locontrolhisdcscrnt by bolh pnshinS lhe rope around his hip
lnd br janrminS the bars on his rack- Both eflbrts Nerc unsuc.esnul and, in
cs\cn(, hc ttll the lasl 300 ltet in an uDcontrolled rappcl.

Horton..lled oul bclayl rl lerst lwi.e at fron 50 lo 100 leel tiom the uoor.
Allen Prdgerl, Nho had tatcn thc sla.k ropc sith him lo oie sidc of lhe Pit,
xrlenrplcd r botton-bel,y. bul this wis only partlycta.tivcand Ho(on hit botl(,nr
h&'l\ linl ,rcn srruck thc cantccn on hn 1.ft side, His hcad went bact and hi\
laelhnt (*ilh chiht.rp) llc* ofl. rhe .emainins sfet.h in lhe rope inrnredialel!
up-rnded him. l..ving him h.nBing hips up.nd only partl, in contr.t sitb the
ll(r, *ilh his lcgs laldcd ove. in lronl, lou.hin8 b.hind his hcad rnd shonlders.

Padectt rcl)orls thal Horlr)n sa\ un.on\cnrus Nhen h. rcached hnn ind rcltlsed
him lionr th. q)e. bul h. c.m..lo in lcs\ than a minule rnd c.mplained ola pain
in his lctr hip. Ihcrc bcing no oblious broken bones. Padgcll \ignall.d
''cnltrgcncr" b! *'histlt. ard eas rhlc to hclp him hobble behind a larSc m.k to
cscrDc thc wind trnd lhc sp.rr. Ihe, conelud.d lhar Horlon must have a stverelt
hflri\ed lcti hif ind lhigh I)d, shortl] the.rallcr. (Lcidrd IhJt hc *oJId havc b be
lilicd our ol rh. pil ind (.!e.

Mcrnrvhil.. Hunrer. rl lhe t.p oi'lhe pit, herrd llo.lon s.ry. ind tlc .nrer8encl
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*ltisrlc lnd intnr{irlely got ttu olhes who wer. *orlinB rl lhc Kcyhole.  !1c. lhc
silualion h.d beetrdiscussed upand down lhe pil. il $as.le(idcd n)pull Ho.ton up
direcily(therebeinS six peopleai ihe iop). The rop. was re.ri8Scd tur liliins. using
lhe riSSing poiDt carabine. as a pully, 1*! junars on lhe pil sidc as clamps xnd
\Jlcr!\ (lillened ro b.ck.up b.hJ rnd JnJrh$ jumur, tr irl' \(rr \lin8\ rrra-h,.,i. ,..
hL u\ed f(r h.ruln8 H.'fl,,n. sh.c,,uld n.,w asi\r hrn\(lrl r,d hF,'*n pru\il
knots ro artach himsell to lhe rope b, S*nrs.al ind chcst harness- Padge(
wrapped him in a space blanket for w.rmih and proleciiM liom lhc ip.ar_ Ar
abor 3::18 p.m.. rhe flll began. P.dgetr holdinS Hork,n out ol the \.redall as
long as pcsiblc acr.., th6 Bal.ony Room whilc ore (Ponny rsrc) hrld thc clamp
jumargirer opcn (bur read! ro release lhe if necdcd). t h. rcpc q is rheo held br
lhesc l*ojumau shilc thal on rhe hauling rlings sas slid bact aslin- In this $a!
Ho.lon$!s liflcd to lhe topin 25 minures. ald movcd k,. salt plne $here hcras
givcn dr.v clorhcr. coveted wilh a rpace bl.nkel, lnd.arbide li8his *ero pla.ld
und.r lhc blxnket lN Narmlh. B) lhis ti"re h€ sas u.lhlc lo w.lk or ercn (o
!,tporr hi\ o$n seishl, and suffe.cd intentc pain in his lowcr back and pchi.
rcsrin. HL $J\ Bn(n hu, i,ut, dnd hnl chfrolar(.

8y 1::15 p.m. ihe pir s.s rerissed and AUco Pldtseli cin'e (p. Hurton hr\in8
bccn nlrrcd lhrcugh the Kelholc to lhc l8 fool Sccond.BIpr$ dR)p. ln ordrr. th.
Se()nd'BIp.$ drcp.M thc Fir( Bypas dtup (26 l..l) w€re risscd nru.h a\ lar
thc pit, and Honon had bccn pullcd above lfi$c b] 7150 p.m. The I25 laol
warNUp Pit tras surmounled iD the same lashion. Horl(r sns c.rird pig8]' b..k
br Hudson ihroneh lhc Asony and, tin.ll!, pullcd up lhe l5 lbot c.tr.i.e rlinb
*hich Moris and P.nny F@le had goneaherd (ria lh. so(ond cntran(c) ro.ig rhc
rop{t. Hono, was oot of rhe cave al appRrimxlcly 10:20 p.n.

E1.,r-o.c lcfi thc nountain in a B.onco. Ilorron $!\ transl.rcd r() anorhq c!r.
rcceircd imn.diare rft.rnent tor p.in rl thc Lnl-'xr.tlr tlospihl. .nd *is frr.llv
rdmill(d lo lh€'lanncr Memorial Hospital in Carolk)i at about 21n !.nr.

Olhcr liu minor cuts and bruiser, X rn]-\ sho*L{ Horron had a o.ck.rl
r$rahhc. and leli pubic bone. Hc sar rclcascd lton th( hrBpilal in eishr dr\\.

Sour..: Marion A- Snirh (inlormal r pn)lidcd b] m.mh.B ifl lhe gioup).

Ardj.li: (5milh)Because ol thcspeed Ho.ton hrd allaincd, lhc an8lc ol the rcpe.
rid l.ck ol lime, thc borlom belay Ias only parrly rric(livc. Howevd rli\ bclay,
thesubscqncnt use of space-bh nk et\. tbc stn)n8 parly r[rr ras lraihblc. and thc
prescn.c of sufllcicrl equipmcnt . as well s thc B('D(' al thc eorance ll
conlribulc<l io an ellicienl ard salt rescut.-lhis nrighl not hitvt bccn lhe (asr.
however, il Ho.lon s itrjurie\ had been morc scvcro.

'I'hcrc is r qucstnn wh.thc. Ho.ron was \ultici.nrly cxpcrien(ed lbr Fanl.nic
Pit. His longen previons rappeland prusik hrd hen a 238 ti{n dtup. but he had
o.lr naned caving lbur nrnrhs brtu.. It hld bc.n ttlt by lhc oltrrr that hc hxd
prelnr\lr sllBn sulll.icnr \till. but ir n diulculr n, jklsc rhcn a prBon is
''e.dy l(r do a lons drop.-lheic n rhc po$ibility. to*hi.h Honon adnri11. ih,r h. nxmrcnrrritr "liorc :
lhe.e is also thc pcsibiliiJ Ih.t rhc lbu.th bar on hi\ ra.k sould nor slide up
ptuF.lr (ihis appeared io b€ so *he. Ihe furk tr.! subrgu.nrh inspecred).

Whrl ust be donc iD thc fuiurc is tr) .(rluire ihar rtrro t lrtcnrplnrS .ither
F.ntlrric llii o. ihe:l4O foot lncrediblc Pil bc .cquircd to huv. con\ider.blr nxft
ve.ticil cxpcricncc rhan did Horlon. this, olcou6t..Jnnor absolurclt prcvcnr an
accidenl, bul il sould ccrhinly inp.ove lhe ujds. It is ironic rhat Chuck Ho.lon
*as hurl on a (rip to makc Ellison s Cave nrore salc b] thc insiallalion ol a erte.

Al.brm., i:n.|. Doubl. [1] (/t1,266,r ()t! lhc sli.rnNn of 7 Dcccmb'r Slcvc

wi-ii. ir,,.'ir,'r' ttt.,r",u.l) rnrl lx\l( l'o*(ll(10) rrppcltcd tnlo lhc 2Jo fo"l
.',iii,." n,t," lln*lt l),,uhlL lhry d'd nor remain in the cave lons, wi88in\
.^..ua'n, tinr Bl;kc n'lt,'scrl, usin* a singlc loor Inop and a s*is$sear sirh
lunr B.'ih( \'.t \lirs w!\ ll\l(nd wirh d lcLinS cardbirer and connected lo rhr

l u mr. vith 5/ l t inch tryk,n rcp€. This picce of .ope had bee, in fahlv hcquent use

tiJr rbour iwo vears and looked worn.
ar nnl! 10 t;et hom th€ pit l('1. one str.nd ol lhe \rar'lGjumar roPr brole

Bl:!. nru\rlcd du*n Jhout five fcal ro a ledee and rephced rhe worn pi€cr otroP('
irnrorLnarclv. rn anachtne rhc nrw rope ir sa5 necesarv lo oPen lhe carabiner

,,h Firh.r;ue to his fali-eue or an @cBiAhl. or mNemeDls rn maneuv'rin8 on

iL t.ao". rt'" n"r" O'a nol-relocl, or b6ame utrlcted. When Blakc narlcd ro

rend_ncain lic lale oo€ned and a side lop of lhe swisr'sal droPPcd oul ol'J
cJrubine; Hc "aino h.ld b, one loor lmp and a lons loop ondcr one lncc'
Holdins himsclf upriShl against lhe roPc. hecalled to Wiegins. sho lo"'cred a rope

,. ""-"4" " "t"'i.t.'o 
b;la!. Afrer 25 minur.s he sa! able lo ssin8 {vcr ro

rn,ither ledee. prenous and doPlng. NheE he *ailed $hile wiggins *e'r lhr

F ' hou^ "llur the roDe tirs( broke, Blrt( wrs rescued lrom thc ltl bv lhe

cd\e. PLnd cIll'Unir (tiunrsillc Crotlo Nssr ot rhe Madi\oD Counrv lt(n ue

Squad. Po{ell was also haulcd !p tiom the bottofr'

Sou@: WiUian Vaffcde. Jr.

Anrlvsir: A necr f,irs, bu! onc so'lh reporting. Buker lill wJ\ (Ncd bt

c.r*.i.nce cna nretnce ol mind. Thc lc\on lo hc lcrrned r\ l'r tc (J(tulh
in"pect r.u' ctt;hin8 tquipmcnr b.foE ir q'caA our rn a pil

Ioy., Mcclh. CBla: On 29Junc. Rob$l Norman (24?) and re!$alcon'panbns
risnc; Mccabe Crcvicc nc.r Dtrbuque. None had m{ch ctrling cxp$ictre or
.onrrcr $irh oraantxd srouns. tr ;a' \ub\equcnr\ discotcrcd rhal rh'! !\o
rh"u!hr tl,c! ",:;L rnlcrr;p i'dtll(rent cavc. trhich rhcv hJd ti!Ircd frNn'u\lv'

r""r.,n. irr.ying.,nly n 
"eak 

lldshllghr' Prm .ded bur lilt'tn leer rnrn lhc cdve

{hen he fen int; a)0 tux pil in the P;saga. He su}rired lwo tiacturcs o! ihe lcl
.rm and i co prcssion tir.lurc ol the tirst lumbar v'riebrae' Nomatr was

remoled liod llie Dir by thc Dubuque Fire Dep.rhent and hospiillized'

SoNe: John w. lt)hnY)n

an.tr.ir: rlohnron, Allhoul.h lhcsc p&ple had bren in on' or lso olh'r 'rt6 lheI

" 
*.ior nrcorrud ror fut iru: n(ghared hr.ic sa tetl ru le\ o! crtinE d nd s'c( cdd

in clrnriii; 
'hc 

land"$neirthe-y ha,r ben dcnied Permision ro 
'nr'r 

rhc c'uc)

Miseun. Rinsronc Rrverc""., r,:;.:;.r".- 
"irchturd 

(2.r). Ron Kistn*
(l8l Gan s.hacch.r {22). Bob Ectrnccke (20) and Ron Bcnncckt (18) enlercd
Rim(on; Rircr CarL .t aboul ll r.m. for thc PUrPce of m.pPing an upnrcrm
\id. passage. I'hc *.alhcr uls cold wiih seleral inchcs oI snow on lhc Sround.
ShoNer\ rcB lnre.lsli ltis su\ lrktn inlo consideration rs ii *rs knor n lhni lrrec

lorrbns ol lhe .rve fl(txLd in htavy raitrs.

]() JI



t
Al rl,lur 2 p,nr. lhc prrrr rrrLhr,l rl'( \rh, trrr\,,t( t., nltt. rnr ,, ,t t,t.(\rt r\rrr

inflrublc brEr\ rhnur r(] tcLt Jhi4( {Jtur. Atr(r \unc'in! .,h,{r' rr{i; t((r ,,, ,tr,.
pa$.8e, il (,r25 p.m., the! noti(.d thnt rhe \lrcrnr hl!nrr hr(t inou\.rj
considerrbly. Whilc di\cussins wherhur.r nor rhc) shontd hca{t our or (onrinu. ro
surey. ihe sare. *^ obscncd lo iise 4 inches. The! dccided ro hcld ,a.rhcr nr
*heie ihe cciling f,a\ hiSh and hrAc dN lcde6 could hc tauDd.

HurninS on. tfie, encouorced dilliculr! trirh hisl s r.r. dr(p poot\ nd rr[\.
The {aler rrmpflturc hud d.opprd ro.hour 15'F-  r !b.ul 6:50 f.nr. Bob
B.nn.,k(nrpnLd"nd rrlltrhrn,r\hJl(l((ldLhr,,t, lti,tnn,,,r$.F(\p,"nt Jn.l
heI'lcd pr.nu\cl\ hur rhcBr,{p!, rnu(tt,ir, unIr rhr, h..n.tn"l \h.,r.,t;lurL.t r..
be, saL. !..a. Kistncr.nd Ron Bennectc $enr on rd t,!'[ tnr r p*,ii,i" ,".r,t
ehtrance.s pasr.gcs in lh. a.ca \erc knoNn l(' hc n.ar thc {rriic., B.b
Eetrnecle r cut sar blndaged.

Atler lhc cxplorihB pnn! rerurned, unsucceslut, I rll(rt I a.nr., it \r\ dccided
lhar th.! shonld rrr r(' I..rc rhe c.rc: it rhcr hld nor rctLrnr.d h\ (, r.m. th.
rcmJrnrnx thrre \ould l ll,u. P .h,,rd, Schr.ch(r nnrt 8.fi lt(nn.f[f \htl
lllfullrrnd thd st.rred ont nr 6..nr.'fh.lasr trir ol'pnsagc lfnr to rachin! llie
h Jr hJd .,nh \ir in(h(\ rt Jir \nJ((. 'Ih( ,,rh,r\ t,.rr d,rr. ,rtr(.u! N(Ji.hr
enlri..e rhe! h.d ro.linrb rt:lS tnot hdder up rhnrurh sh.r had hcconlc. rorrins

'lher .erchcd rh. \urii((.t lt a.m. Kistn.r ud Ron B.nn{.kr hnd .dtrlx.r.d
orher c.ve6 and a bact{t crcs \!\ .crdr k) (a oor it'rhr rh.cc hrd nor

Souce: Cr Sch.e(hrr

An.brL: (Schae.her) Thc ca usc of I hc a..idcnr \..s crc0srn c spccd itr t!\ c^int a
pd\\agl rrrh rri(tr lhotinB. 'l'h( onlr p$\iblt nr(scntrti\c ner\ur( {i{rt.t Li(
hcen a brrr{ n\praI ti,r nrctrins \n tr. \h,(h ir rurn(d,,ur tr.\ rhc ( n..,t rh(
$arerrise,lr * \. olcourrc, v$! ti)rru!xtc rh!r lhc iniulv did nor incrt)r.irrlc Bol)
Benncckc, trc(c\sitating his b(ins c.ried.

Plans harc h.en made ti'r placing !rrvn!l tir\ io .rcns or'rhe u\c \ hcrc rc.nr\
mrr he mc rrrplr.l hr high s.'rer. Aho. \rn(rr li rir\ .n rflp\ rnr., (.r\n rh.,r
rl,'od trirl h( s.t trhen s(arl'rr (i{ iri,,n\ rL t)o r.

WJomhs,818 Hom C!r'.mi: On l8Junc a cRr*d s.s 8rrhoed ar rh. .trrrnn( k'
BiB Horn Cnl.Yitduring thc an nu.l N! r bnat Spel.olqical sq.icrl (-uf$tion. r1

re.su.c hunl $.s in prcgrc$ and s$lrrlsrrallca\iu8 pfri6 sLre.omins a d

8oine. The cntrxnce n a trnnelshaped sinkhole leading into ! ii$urc 6.1 I!c( d.c!.
trith nu(h loorc rGk arcund ihe edge. Thc pir was .i88cd $irh t'ur rofes nd
ladderrlldl'qhi(hconrer8cdarrhchrie.All\ereinus.!rrhisrin1..\.nNdhx(l
8athered at thc barc ol the in sairinS rd r*cnd. rnd thcrc rar nru(n (ontir\n,r
lnd pm..on'municarion cirh rhr \n()...

RossellJoncs (.12) on bcli!. qa\ rbout hillii! uf rhc hddrr He ur\ hr\i.!
l.ouble bccauscsonre oi'lhc run8s hrd slippLd. lt tr!s nbout.}(n !.nr, r\ W rren
ksis (5.1)$cnr in ushg . rlppel rrck.  \ hc hackud (tr$ rhr ed!r. rlc ropl di(l
nol feed rnnnxhlt through lhc si\ brrlt. hrh. Hr sprend lll. brrs $id.l\ rl).rt: rh.
tri.rion sls suddenh .du(d nnd hc l.ll ha.t$a i to rl,. pir.

As he l-ell. hc kicksl lo6e scvc.al Ia.gr r({[r. He skuck rhe b.rkc btr6 up\rd
wilh both hands unril thcy Siabbed thc r)pc .nd .hcckcd hn trlt. As his fttl sls
ar.esled, he struck Jones. l hcir .ombincd *cishr causcd the lsddcr rungs r(' slip

J2

vr nll rlrt ln(.al'l$. Nrilhd rn\ r(nou\ly n'j d.
'l lE u[\ *hi(h h.d lf,ctr (lirl.rl$d ri.(.h.rdl oll lhc 

"alls 
lnd lcdgcs. tallitrg

nx)n8 lh. ((wd nl lhc b(nk) ot lhc pil. 'lhry scBmbl.d for safely under lhe
ovc.hrn8. O e piccc weishinsabout twenlr-Uvc pounds slruck M6. Nalalie Cany
r st.nrinr hlt)q on lhe shr)ulder. k.(king her dorn and causine s.v{e pain.
Orhcr!*eru slruck by tallins dcbrn bor wcrc uninj!red. perhaps becaute allsere

M6. Carty ras mored t(' . s.fer placc and lhe rhoulder sls exnmined-
Gridually rhe intensc pain subsided and she.hose to.liDb out ol thc pit. Aiie. ih.
laddc. wis rcpla.ed she wcnt up. on bel y, and was llkcn to Loveu Hospit!1. He.
shoulder sas fouDd to be badly b.uisod, bul no1 hroken.

SoEc: Warrclt tr*is. Rossell loncr. and numerous obsenc6-

Arsbsis: (Lewis) 'I was ircautions in approaching the doping edge wilhout
m.iniaining lull conkol ol the ropc. ln nry twcnly-live f@l hll, I serioudy
endangercd oiher cavea. The danger was rBgravaled by ihc corgestion i, rhe pit,
shich erposcd many pcoplc to fallinS r6ts. Only lh6(.limbin8. or prep.rile io
climb, should havebcen in lhe opcn area. A bclar otsalbly *ould hare prcrcntcd

The Convenlion Field liip diltred in l*o aspects liom the rsual liip; many
people *erc invohed, and ihere was no check on lhe lechniques uscd. or lhc
proficicncy of the caveB. Olle, smallgroups could nol cavc together. lt sems
imperalile that ulder thce circumshncB only lhc hiShesl slaldards of
technique and pro!:iciercy be extibiled. ll would appcar th.t lhe rulci for a

large conlention trip musl be more sl.ict thaD thosc lbr smallc. g.oups.

Wrhirglonl Drndit.d C.v.. DaycAlbol *aslaki!8 pholosriphs i! Dyramiled
Crve trhen his sirobe'flash unil exploded.   sharp crplcion was hcard. lhe casc
wis sptit lergihwise, lhe lens and l.mp.tube Rere blown loNrrd, and the
fhumber cal.ulator srruck Albe.l on hh hard hal and glasses t'ramc.

P.io.lousc. the ulil had b€en carned ia a sealed ammunilion can for lbout an
hoor The can also conlained some osed carbide. frotn which reiylerc *as still
being p.duc.{. Appareltly. lhe strobe unir developcd !n exploivc gas mixture
within its casc Ehich was ignited whcn the cahera shulter, synced to lhe slrobe,

Sou@: D.v. Albert (Sp.laanph. Vol. 5. No. ll, Nov. 1969).

ArilJ.is: AllhouSh no injury resulled, this incidenl is repo.led hc.c becausc a
repctilion ol the .ircunsllnces lcading lo thc accident is very likcly and the
resuhins dange. ol majG cle injury is vcry ercat. As has bcen prcvbuslJ noted,
nE b . nilor cr. h.,.rd.
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I97O ACCIDENT REPORTS
NGy Yo.k, Knor &ve: On ll Januaty a goup ot Jl men. *omen and child.rn
frorn Massachusetis, inclu(!ing both experienced .od novi.e.avers. visiled Kno\
Care. Eighieen of rhe group *rnt through the "gunbanel (r k.yhole p.sagc
abotrt lE inches in diameter and 60 t'eel long) to visit lhe wild sections olthis on(c
commer.i.l caye. Latcr sobe ol thc others ilso cra$led ih.oush thc sunbi.rcl '
bur nol tind:ng thc li.st Broup returfled, The last ol lhese. Perer Vi.ns (l:l). sn\
within E teet olcomine ou, ol'lhe crawl {hen his knee and leB be.ao. scdgcd in
the nar.o$ floor.rcvicc. This was at abour l:.10 p.m.

Ellorl\ qere made io iree Viens tiom both sides but bec.use he conrpliined
when an atlempl $rs nrade to ibrcibly.eocve his le8 l106 the crcvice outsidc hclp
was tuuEht, ihe Police rnd l_ire Drpa.imenl w.rc sunrnoned rnd lierd tle hoy xl
about 8:.10 p.m. He $!s not n,jured.

Sou.ce: N.wspaper clipping. Paul Dower.

Arallsls: Although no one *as injur.d, IIJ ol the gtuup Ncrc rrJp|ed l{.hhd vic.\
lnr s€ren houE. ihc possibiliry oftu.the. injury r(, orheA. cipo fuhxarrnrr|c
hw cave renperaturc, or panic, make tbit incident trorlh rep..tnr!. Vi.ns q!\
Presunrcd lrappcd because ol i!expeiiri.e, liighi .nd brine ove$cixht. S.c thr
1967 repo(s lbr orher incnl.nrs in Knox Ca\e.

Pennsllvmla, Dretbelbus C!ve: On 2? April Michad 5pcn)s (l r) $ar rrxpprd il a
cavc lnrE hou6 *hei he slippcd and his tuor $edeed in . kroN rrrvi.e. He $rs
renoved. exhausted but unnrju.cd, b, Slalc Policc and.lxrile group (6-51) ol

Sour.e: Nes\papcr clippinp.

Anal,{r ln.\ncfle-ct

W$1 Vl.glnh, The Hole: On I August a pirty of three. John Rurh.rinr.t (19).
Lynn Vinzant {21) a.d Ro8e. ohman (20), rhc ti6r lwo expc.ienced ..vrrs. scrc
survclinS in Cibb s South Mize ol 'Ihe Hotc and re.e in a n.rros dccD cr.v.n
Nhrn rhe $und of approxchins Nater sas hclrd. vinzin( rnd Ohman lclr
i'nmcdiir.lr lnr high$B.ound but Ruthe.lbrd, oul ol s(ienriti.curbsirr. n.rrd to
obse.ve ihe sater cont Finallv, ho$cvc., lhc.o,r bccanre $ loud th.t hr hnnil\
'.rre.'rcd Jnd. :n \. d, ing 'tfi[.ed hi, .,r'l]. h,' llL.

With the issislance ol lhc (nher mcmb..s ol'thc group, I{uthcrlnrd sa\ hclpcd
lhe rearlr mile.lonA ronrc out of rhc .rre.

Soun.: lohn Rnrl.rlnrd

An!4ds: (Rulherliid) Pani. lcads to h.rle. a ticqucnl causc ol J.ci.lcnls
rConrpnr.lhe similar accident in Rimstonc Rnrr Cave (1969). .lso ddr ro h!\lr ir
.elrcarin! brlirc rising srter.) I. the prc\.ni in.tancc. il had .airLd out\i(ie brt

lh. snl(r x.lunlly r.\r. ly rho l one l,r rr lhr t)or{l o,,t.iinur. Io hxvt
r!oi(t{\l tni\ r.enl{nt. l{nln$h(l roh\rlu. ll) su8!r\le{l: I Slrrl Inr higher
grdrd immcdialcl! (as Ore oth$s did)i 2. Do t panici o. .1, St.r and \xleh.+'

A n,urc sernn,\ inji,.! sould hrvc nc..s\ilrled i lont !nd dilllculr re\cur
opcraltun. (.lltht $ater l)ad riset ah@ leet.\rr\ir! ind \rl.hin! frlhl hr\c

w6t Yiieinia, G@nbrii. C cms: Oi 2:l Oc(ob$Chu.h l'lo.kcrr. Dous Ilhode\
(26), l-inda Stirr, tlans Wa.kcrlc. John Wrlkcr, and G.rrr Wiln{ $$c NN.riflg
in lhe Masle. s Civc sccti,,n ol Greeibrir. Crve 

'\. 
'l hr\ rr .h.d rhc c.d .l !

cratrl$ry lhal opcncd inn) a larger passaee rboul tcn ,rel rl.Le ils Iloor. Illo(le\
atlempted lo climb dow. ..d h.d i$l about abrndone.l lhr clinrb rs loo
danSerouswhenhislcltli)olslippedaidhclelltacc-doqr\rrdonl.brc!kdo$n.
Dudng rhe hll lis !r.rd hlt c.nrc oll. dc\pilc an clatti. chin rlrxp

Rbodes Eot otflhe rek llal wrs prcssinS irlo his chesr .nd snr do\r ir g.rat
paiD. Hc *as unable lo anss$ lhe calls ol his conrp.nn,rs tur sont nrrnulc\. l h*
*crc abl.10 rcach Rhodes by anolh.r roulr .nd Wrlk.r lcli lhc uve li)r x .he\t
bindl8e and blankcl. Soon lhc.caltcr, ho$.vcr. Rhodcs {icci{l.d l. lr\ \ lkine
oul- He to{nd thc trip out do$ and vc.y painlul. his conlfrni(nr\ hclping hinr eyrr\

Whcn takcn io lhc hospital, Rhdfus wrs lnund 1o ha\c ! hrol.n slrrnuin
(breastbone) and culs on his he.d .nd lcg thll hxd nor l,ern nori.cd $rlicr.

Sourc.: DotrB Rhodes

Anrl$b: (Rhdcs)Thc lirll ilscU coDllnns th!l I s!s lrkrn! urn.cc\srr! .isks, but
I had been in sinillr p(siln,ls drn! timc\ hcrnrc s itfirrl d ,i.ulh. A belir would
have prcvented lhe injur] but a belay is seldonr us.d shilc insle.tins r (lidb.

O,ce ag.ir lhe l ck ol prolect n by thc st.ndard cnvine hrlnrsl hr\ been
shNn; a mine. s hat is not adcqurle proreclid lbr cavinS. N.s crv.B slx)uld bc
encourag.ii to aet r lrrd h l Nilh a crushablc li.in8 and non\lrtlch chin slr P

The only injur) ol *hich I w s rr.re uls my chen. At lhe hospital blood $!s
noticed oo my s..lp .nd , bad laccr.ttun on mJ leg. ll a uvcr recenes . s.rnar
injury. a .ompble.x.nin.lion slould bc dade immedi!tcly t,) loclrc any oiher

'I-he..tions ol my caving parly du.ing tlis enre.gency \re.. outstandi!8, To
lhe.r I owe apologics lo. s($ing !p thc lrip xnd d..p appreciatbn tur lh€ help
gilen rhen I need.{ il.

W6t Virainh, Ov€rholt Blo{ing C.!c: Al ibout 9 a.nr. on l2 .l ulr. lhree boys, Bill
Beck, lom Mcl-aughin and Lynn Red, rll I7, cnld.d O\.rholt Blosing Cave,
Thcy ler crch *.irinB \simminS rrunks a!d lti. slrnts rnd hld svo Uashlighk
and one carbnlc lanrp.

At bolr l0 p.nr lh l day. Mikc Balister I ne.rbl Grcen Bank reccilcd !
telehon. call inli,rming hinr lhal the boJs had not rcturn.d. A c(nvd had

Balhcred around lhernrrancc tr) lhe cave when he irriv.d. but no attemPl l. enler
h&l bccn made. Balisrerand Tom Dunhra.k do.neil rubhcr suirs and w.nt up rle
sl.eam p.ssrgc unlil thet tinrDd thc boys silling in rh. dxrli .1000 feet frlnr lh.
ulrlncc. lhe! *Ge te.! cold bul not iniutud rnd $crc lblc to leavc Ih. .r\.



I
I'u(.: Mik. l,trlnr.r

An tslsr lllili\rLr) Ih.! $ur( lhrre hoy\ \h. h!(l d,nr'wn( (r\int l)!r hr(l hril
Li.onlr(l \irh nn! othrr (i\crs (, serr rrr\rre dl lho si pl.\' rr[\ lh l ir ]\

r((($!rt lololl,)q l. e\!l({'! (\u\ \rIl! Ilrconl\rhir!rh.\(li(l rilh1 rr\rlr,]r
ntl..1u!hin l('ln hi\ hlhur shi.h (r\e rh.\ \(. toin! lti. Ilr. olhur h,,r\ \Lrrl(l
r!r lhrr ht.n nr\\Ld Ir)r s,rne rimu.t\ rh(ir fri.nr\ \.r..tr\,,r

lh(\ l'.rL ,n (ricd \l)rr( hrrrurir\ l,r lh.ir lltr\hli!hr\ nin r tl.6\ i.'r nl
L,r )ilr llie\ hr(l Irl(n \ilh lltn) hx(l Il].n Dlo lhr \lrcrn' Ln lhe.r\.

( !r)rtr r. tl]e rerr l.lnlit\ l\\ hrpolhe' trir. in O!.rh,,ll lllt\rin! ( r\r I ltr6'). .l r
(L\.r \l],) \r\ nru.h hd, L Irrpxrc(l rhri llre\r lhruc hf\\.

W$( virginir. Crsscll's Pilr On I Mri.h r\ o f,od.rrl.l! (\l)r.i.ncerl cnlrB r, dnr
( r il,rnir. l,'lIr Shrnrnnn ln(l l)(n l\fu.Krn/1. (linlr ll) \i\ilcd ('rscll\ l'ir. ,\r
r[,{rr: t' ' :jhi'nnri,r rnt)pcllc(l ir,) 'lrr)r! li'or (nrran.e pir (l$pne ]n
.rl,n.rn[lh hr!.n l.rirll ir rh.tilrl .l.rLcenr(rt \errn( Nl]cKLr/irdid nor

WlrrnSlri irinnllenrplt(lrLitnr\ik-.linrhoulolrlrut,il hr\i\dri\.nblelth\
llr(,leLu!e.l\((.o11$.rler(l(\(rfldin!up, hi,r lirlroor\th$.ill(Shinrnjin
rr(l l\lr(t(rn/ir (onroruoi(nle(l h\ nrn.s nNcrrll inlI, thr pn lt oic p,'inl
\1.'.(,./n. l'{.r,,1 ,r j,'ll r,'!'lnr. \rir( ',, \\'n',ni l,r n r,. r,.'!rr
\l '.lir"/n' ,li.l 'i rL, lir .'\!\r in,1.

,\r r1)L{Lr nLr rllrtioll(tr1in8(lrr.rfr|rr,n,,{!r(r\rr.includin!MilcIilisrrr
\1,' lrr\,,1r(f 1\( ir\.1\rrl if.r\c r.s.u.\ i rlrr rrrr, rrn.d rr lh( (i\. ind
l, In(i Nlr.(e /ie \rill \ririnB. wh. rr'l(l ,,1 rh. \irrrrnnr. lhL\ lotroc{l a (lr\ niil
r,, Shiornrn r&l i \rru.r.,l I'iir t,, t)ur ir .i n (l liL hnn\(tl k! lhe rkl (n rh. n',t.
ln(\ rl'(r p!ll(t ni r our.r rhc pir. llr sr\ trDr ininnal.

S.urG \liLe lJrli\ler

rndlris: llt.'lnr$rShnnnrin tr\.{l I}.,{ irklunr.nr in d.!.(ndnr! rl'. I'ir un(l.r rl'.
1.'\ \(l.,rkliri({tr prt\r l.lninr, .\ent, i l rl,lrr\orl(lhr\rb.'colh( orlrN } r.
lrr 'trI .l rlrc t)ir.rt rh!t linrc.

Nrirh.r hr(l ohrrincd t)er ri$ion L, (n(r rhc.Ae. ll Mx.Kenlir n!(l !l!j
(l(\(f,1.r1. r re\(uc irhl hr\r br.f lLin! (tcl.r!cd \in(c lhrr pn'lrrbh di(l n,n
tr,N ll). (x\e \.ll.nou{h l') lin(l th. $ in(l\ c lrrtrr.. ll lh.rc lad hcen no.D. rr
rh( r('|. oxr t)Jflr nrirhr h.r\. (.n(htrl.rt rh.rl xn e\pe efl(cd pr.ut) h.nt rn(t1!
r[( I)ir ] ,1 \(1r frotrdir! .!r nt h$ (nt.rn(..

lrh.urlr llrLl tr.rc in lit.r f,n lturerl, Mr.K.uie \houl.l lr,r\( urLhr
r\ n \r\.Lcrr rhrr Shinrnrin.dnl(l nti.tr.end on hi\ o\l

Il idn. Link Rir€r Spri.gs: On l5 lJrIrr\ rtro.r.r'. i\l 1)li\!r,'r,l l.,r(tri
M.KniSlrr b,'rh 10, dr.$ ((j {hrl0 5( t Il,\ dnirg rr Li lc I{j\.r St,rr!\

liru..€ \.\\r),'t)o clif Dir!

\nulr\is lr s,L\ (t!r.lu(lr\l rh.Ll rlr.\ nri\.Llrul.Ln1l i1r, Lrr rh.\ 1r.',1 ,tl :r rh.ir
L fl\ (.r\e ,jr\ hr7rLrtl!!'\ \rnil

Ahbrnr..t.ru.rltt(llr\ln.si:t,"'.r\!,'r\l'.',r,('|,,1 \'\ L\,,\(,,\.r\.limln'l
r.rl).rrn.rl.trrr't)r.1,\,,,"\l\\rlrr.,lr.R,'rh\l\1.\. lt).lt1.r\r"(klnnd(l:)
,rnl i,r'\rfrltr.rr tlir..rll \ruLlrrr\ lr,rr \onrlr\(\t \l.rl. (,n1.r.. 5r Mar.t^
l.\.r\.,,r \\, .ri ll! lrii lL!ln..t) trr.,'ll.n Nrrnr.Ll WrLl. /\r rhr\ I p.nr, or(
n,r1( '. ,1\.r Ln lll prrrl hr\in( 4.\(.n,lrn. Ir\ir nrrtL(l her (11\(.nt

S|.\txrl.(l olrr rhr lit, ol rh !rr \irh ll\( lrfu rc b.rh,rn :|(\. Sh( h d ndt \(l
t,l.,.e(l hrr(nlir(s.i!hr,rtn(rrlpullirg(l(\i(.an(lhrdt. la((! rh(.op. Shc
r,r)kon(hdo11 rnrrnrlirnllhr \r!t,|.{l o\tr rh. (d{(. inrnru(lirklr llllinu (r
1,1 .,!rrrol (to\n rh. r)t)(. Shr rri(rl ro rtnrtrol h.r rnl)prl r (l r!p cnrl\ \r\
|nrri.rll\ nr((.\\til. Sh( rl\o sr\ \1rr.l {lnn.nu hl(N h\ r lc.l!c r|.ur l5lIl()0
l..l (1.\ . lrohxhl\ \lo\int ho d!\e(rl. 'lhr nLn o lle l)oltonr. hcrnn{ |cr
\(r'nnr- ri((l kt rh( r.p(. rrririrlr i,^r x\ nrc lrll {0otr rh. rilui \lop. or rh.

ll! .hrn.(, Ihruin Mo\\. (.or(linnrt! lnr rhL CnrL Iril ( lill R.\(uL unir ol th(
M di\or(rnrtrr!llt\cueS(turrl.Nr\onlh(t!il l{r NnluralWcllit lh.tinreo, lhe
lill. an(l$r\ rr lhe fil silhin livr nritrol(\. Nor bei B cquipprd li'rcr\ing-hc\cnt
St.i.kla (1,l)nnrrhlt lhc most exp.ri.nNrl dl lh. lc\rNgtuup.do{ilhepittrill,
.\rra \rxt xn,!.hc\r rli',8s. lr N s rh(n \(sl!nr(l rhnt Lc\is hrd \utlirrd .rl\
I nrhG .'f.l rh'J\i,rr\

Shcsrs I)ull.d.ur ol lhc l)il \irI thc i(l.l m.nrhers rn lluntsvillccnJllri trho
hr(lhrrhrllinreafuivc(!.lhrin!hllctrrl2f.nr.. l.c{is \r s fuiscd ii.onr Ihe pit hr-
.l p.nr., i rhc ho\pihl rl .r:15. rnd rcl(r*(l nl .l:5{}.

Sotrn.: l)rNin M,x\

Anal_rsir: lMos\) LeNi\ tro\ c.n\nlc!u(l h\ ltc olh$\ in her parl! r crprblc ol
n,rknrt rhc d$c.nr ID n'! opnrnr). nre.onrnrirled rn crror in rrmnins rtu Iilth
hrrlidrhcrr ckb(li'rcpulr e hrr llll $.ighr dn rhc ropc.  l$. n bo on b(ln\
\,tr'L! hnrc sk'pptd hrr rnt)id dc\rctrr. ( rDp rc tlk si il,r rcdrt. l ia FrDrrlti(

Ahb.m., Go... CEk C.re (AL 591): On I Ausurl tso boys, CraiS Spcnft. (z))
in,l Ri.ha.d Nclsotr (l.l) ,rcrr l(\r i Cuc$ Cr.ck CJve ftr rlnron l2 h.(8.
lrl!{gl ncv$ nntrc thr l(X[) ltct lrn thc r lranec, As ii wxs knou n wh.r (avc

rh.\ hr(l lonc ro- thr,- qerc linallt lnun(l l)r l$o hul yout,N jusl prnr to rhc
niiralol nrrnficnol Hrnl'villcGrclr(' lte'(uc tcrnr.'lhe younrcr bo\ \ra\ b {itr
lrishltn(l. hnr rhrr $!r. trot inj(tu(I.

Sourc.: Willirm Vrnrc(l{{

Anlllsis: (Vrrnr{kr) 'l-hc! hrd Ii,rAoltcn \tdr tr) climb up lionr rhe stream
I{\\a{( lo thr etrlhn.e r(x{n. Thr rnu\r.l thc i'r.id(tr1 rrs l.(k ol'crNricn.c and
knoNltdft in.!{r r\pn'riDt tcrhniq L\. lnd i.$lll.icnl nnting b.ct . Thcir
r,r( liqhr. I 6 \oll rr(lrr lrrhf'. rr\ inr(lcqute. hur tras nitt t!!Lri( ing.

 ll t)r11i(\ $trc inlttrnre(l ol lle HuDls\ il]t (jrnlo nructi.g Iinr!\ .nd pl,cc nnd
in\Iul rf rlrLhd. rnd l,' p \\ rhr trttrrl \o lhrl ,'lher\ silt lclrn lrotcr meihrxti
h.1.tu rnt(ritrr.tr\$-
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I
Mlssrl. l.llll. Mmmolt (.rc: () l S Mrr.[ r rr,(t,'n tlI.. L \l).r tr n! n,.'rr r\
olrr(l l-illl( Mrnrnrdth ( rtre. lurre(l rnro lhL llin\lo,r. llr\er l).r\\.rLC 0 - nIt( rn.
trnd pr({cc(lcd lo (r!$l l(tr \onjc (lislrnct hcli)rc lrrnirS hrek l!e(ru\e ,n t,)\\jbI
r.in outsi(lc (lorln)n\ ol thf prsrg. Il({xl dxrinS hcn\\ \rlrrnr\) o th0r \r\ rrlr
ol th. cr{\l th.r crnr Inn r \ourh.h((t 20 rc h old \llo\e c.rhid. liltrl trit0(t
iu\rarthc\ fur.l'crt I'inr. Alrh.u!h he ha(l n.r ol.!rhirlL\ilh hinj, lrrrlrj r,n
knos hotr ro chrngL rhc cxrb c rn hA hnrp. lle tokl rhc tulloqin! \r,ih:

Hr tr!\ snh ! snrp rhnr hrd rak.i rh( nrlin (r. n, p!\\r8r. bur hr(t llLrr.d
hi\ \nr! xnd d(nllal lo Iurn hr(k. Ihc g(,up rclu(l to lr. br.k \nh him. n.r
qould J ionr ol lhun r((onrprnr hinr oul. On lhc $r! ort rtonc. hr nri\laktnt\
rnrnal rnr,, rh( R'n^ri,nr RrLrr r,.^\.'uL rnd trJ\. {hr; t,n,n.t. \rr rar r,, r,.,$t.
rllhou{h h( hll not lrd ro.r.\l on th( rr\ in.

He r!\ htlFd \a[lr oul ol thr (rrr.

An.l!di: I hL r..idor qar r r(incd tnce but thc lotcntixl rc(nlcrt rrs lrr s.bc.
\J\c lor lhc chrn.c !r.\er.c ol olhrr . .n. Al lhc poinr lhc I'o\'! tr!hl uritcd . in
rhr qn'nt pr$rs( ' hc hld bchind hinr, trict\ led8e rrd h.ti,rc hi,r n lir!
tlrlll(u1r(r.{l. lh.gn{pl.hadcnleredthe( \c$ilhh d r.lerl inith,u!l)llc\\
rnd..llou\ n,rn er. udr.scrinr rhc \ lelv. !nd pd$ibl\ th. lill. or on(.r'rhcir

ColoEdo. GrcMlng C.r.r On.l Afril Don Di,it (.11) !n(l Drr. llirrisrn ll9)
d..nlrd n, rr(cnrpr Io r.rch CnlinhCClvc on thc flm (n D(.f(rerl (rnron /\\
lhcr hid d..nld lhi\ cnnrotL. rh.! did nol har. ! &e! ro th. o\. !.rrr rrlrhorlh it
q$ iradilt lil.rblt k, rhc ) nnd sould h.\. r(, o\( rh( 'l]r l,r\\ orrnr.r\"
.nrrJnr( .\r 2 Jtr p.nr., rh(r l(lr thuir ic(p nn(l h(Br rhi ,i 

'rl(\nor\h({ l,i.tprcl hik. k)rl.(nr.. Ar niBhtt!lllh.! *.re still l'r milr\ Iionr rhL
$\e nnll $ hivnr.crcd oi rhc $rN t.lcnr fli8hl . nrinus.l'f).

I hrr rcn.hcd lh..rrc ar l2:.11) f.nr-.n:l Aprilrnd. rli0r c!riig. rhL\ ttr{.rild
lo r rcmorc po.li('tr ol'rhc .rvL nherc thcy cxphtrcd virSir prr\ ge lsr. NSS
NEWS, Jun( l97l), At lt p.n1. IIcr- \l!rlcd out nnd nl l0 p,nr, rct(.rc(l lo lhc
Brp!$ (-hi cy. D vn$ns lircd rller thc rt.cnuous $inl$ hitc nd irr lroo'\.l'
h!rd (vinil.  s hc sas clinrbint rhr (himnc] hc nrisjudtd n hold n(l rtll rh.ul l,
lcel, ln ltcnrpling lo crlch Iinrsell: his lcli !rnr trir t$islcd uf ind r.ourd.
cnu\iis n iflo.p cir ring piin rhrr hrcr p(rv.d ro t,u shonld.r di\l,iurion.

Bccr(\.. Iin(rurc cr\ lcM . n!,1 his rrn.ould nol hc nucd s irh,r'r (r \ing
(\(rcdc nxin. no nl. ipuhrnr'\n\xtr.n,prcd. Hriii$f b.oughr do\ n lnr{1. \rrer
rnd thcir \l..pin! b!8\ ind \rrrc.l rith D is unlil dn*n. shen h. \rr .ur oD
\n,,unr$ kx hclp. lhri\sa\letr l()n. t,r l2 hou6 nntil help ann.rl. l,u'$,rh
nis cl,'rhing ndlf,o\lccpin!bxq\rn{ird.qualeli)(xl,tr.t(randlichr.h((l nor
\ullrr rn)fl, !h,{l lhhou8h h. c.uld nor slccp.

ttc\.!c (!n'c Jhoul Ii p-ni. 5 April qill ll nr.n in.ludnrg HJriilon rn,l nr.n
l(ft rh. U.S.t_.S.. G licld Co. Shcrill-t D.pr..5rrk, Hi8h$Jr PJrnn. .,n(l ,\\l[n
R.tue Cn,up- A Sno'C.l .nd I sno$nrobil.s $.r. us.d lo.each \nhin 1 lctr
hundred ltcr ol rhc..v.. Drvi\ $fi gncn prin.tillc6, his arnr trr\ stlinrcd. rhL

8.le $ar unkrtcd, and he q.s rblc ro r.a.h lhr r.hi(lcs $ i'h !)ntc nsnranc. and
bclays on lhc ino*.rlope o{llidc. whilc on lhc \!r. th. h.!w lplint. (,nnbined
sith lhccll.ctsol lhcdru8s heh.d bc.n Birc . crus.d thcdiskErrnJn I.$.p nrro
placc. coftc.iing thc lcutc asprcr ol thc inju.l. B] ntidnighr rhe rr\.u. prrt\ sa\
back on thc Dccp Cicet rord.

A driis: (l)r\,\) I rr!,rrrl lil'AU, ,'\ l|. n,rin (rh. ol lh. nri\lrrl) li.l ol r htlxr
.,\r1(i 1,r tor\klere(l (, lr ihrlo$. l,ul lne chimnLr i\ no *.rsc lhrn nrxnv lhrl .!c
r.Lrrrnelv(t,nrc$ilh.ul mt)e A lnrgrr lJrrly $ould hrvc pn)!kl.(l I gr..tcr srltll
IL.1or. h l in lhi\ ia\lrn.. lltr r.ruil.orrst ol e\cnl\ trLiukl ProhrhlJ_ hrvt tJccn no

belr.r snh r billlrtr eurt'.
!Vr.oukl hr\c ol,lrin(,t lh( tr\ \o rhrt lhe trII)rs\ n.cd nol l!Y( hc!n urcd. or

$r (,r1(l ha\. h.[rr(l rl\. (li rh. ln scDeml. ir sorld hrtc hcLn tr!.r r(r hnvt

r.nlt{l.onnrining IIL fl!\\i(rl \rrirtr rnd i\ol li,mol$inlcrn)unliiNcrinBtrith

I $onld.xl\isc ll(r\rr\ lo(nr\ \lr,rg Prtu lill.B ns a rouliN prcc tnrn. lt
h.lp\. itr.!rra(ucs.lor rt,c injur.(l pL^on t,Jsi\r in hn oslr r.s(u(. So(I druS\
n\.rxlcnrc nrnr l)rerenl ltr ri(tinr li(lnr heirs i.rnn,hili/Nl l,r Prn! !lut(. th.l
nr !l\.pernrirco r.ri,,tnr(li\l,r'nrn,rhrallL\irringi entc Prin !nd rcli\nrg
nr \clcs|rsnr Sr(h,tnrg\ mr\l h..hl itrcd ht pr.\criPli(f rnd \houkl l). {td
,nrl\ in r..o(l $ilh flerti.rl r(lvi.r lh$ nrrr rho inrprir .l$l $ !nd
ju(l!nr.nr.

Idaho. Papoosc Ctrrc: ()n 29 Mr! lcrr! lhornlo l2S) nd 3 l.l v.nr old
.onrr)rni,n. kn(trrn t,,l\ r\ J,tr1. ri\ircd Prl)oo\e Cr\c !Yhilc I'l'.n'lon h.d
nr(il.rrrc r.rrin! erl,(ri.r((. Jocl $r\ r no\i(.. Ilrcv rcn(hr(l llc.l0 lilol |it I

rhtrr 2:.10 fnr inn t,trr rl rh. rrrfrirll runnin! rl highcr thnn nornul fl(N.
Ne\.flIc[\s. rIr!(1.\((tr(l((l th. pir \rng r hddLr. bul thrn (lc( e(l k' tunr b.(k
h(r!u{ 'n c\funr. rrlrr .lilirnn\

lr',r',n'r.t(n.l,,trln't,rr h r l.-l$.r\trtrJhlt r,,d,'.,,(\rnth u,:h l\1.'r(d
t hr\ tri. rh( \rhrJrrrr r.l tr. r {h. l,,ur nn'mb.B,{' rhr ( J$rdc On,lt' lNS\'
rrri\dl. d.\.. dc(l tI. fil. irn( tr(\nlt(l i(f,1Nitl addiln)nnl cl({ni'rA r\ lrr rr\
L\rrrnrclr (ohl ,\ninh(r rllenrpl l\\ l,{l ld r\.ctrd Ihc lid{lcr s \ un\(c.c\\lll
I hortrlon !eli lnc (n\r il tlis lI rr.

w h.n ad.liri,n,.,l .I.r\ rn rn lXrndu (;rorlo. NSS) il $rs (lcci(l(l lo rcn!\e
.l,rl(lin.rl\ vi n nur[\ rlrl 51) lo('l Pil. A .o(nl$h.hn(c Pnll]" \r\tcn $xr rir8cd
rn rh.Iil rnd J,rl sr\ \u(ceslulh rrist{l up tht pil rrd hcll)cd oul ol lh( (rvt. ?\ll
sf.c orr hY rntnr!hr.

Sourcc: DnYnl Mi\chk(

Anrtrsis: (Mi\chk() llic pr!l! ol ltr ti tr!\ l(n) $.!t and ill(quipt'cd lo rtl.m!l thr
.x\c Orrh tl.L\. n,tri((\hnd n(' Iu\int\\ henN lht4(lli)olpil. ln i(l(lirnr,l(rl
\r\\.rrinc (r(r, ir\rcr(l (n trdol(nnhinC,.otrbDl b(nr\, nnd n nr{r.l hinl h,t
\irhour .hin srrrp Ilrrurii r\ or lhr lirll group l{) rirc, nr.rin8.krlhing nd
h,\l\ h(nr. \(n tr\\rln\ Dr.\(nl.(l l.tl li()nr d\inC liom htpolhonrir.

l9



SUMMARY

The summar) Iable Srvrs rhc number ol'indnidu.h direcrly injurcd itr in\ol\(l
inan ac.id.nr or incidcnl Thu\. it onr m.mbcr otr cavin8 parry w{s inlun{ In !
fall, only he or she Eas included. bul if a pany of thrse gers IGr. rhree cascs ol'
"loosing xay aE entercd. A lol of the inlerpretalions of i.dividual icporls irc
subjective so lhe summary has the nxsl meaninS. in thc lon8.u!, lo sho* thc
relative importance of cluses, cxpericnce. etc-

Caving has been divided into genclal, vertical and diving clIc8o.ics beciuse
rcnical and dilin8 speialtics pGress addilion.l hlzards no( tound in so.rrl
cavin& Thc lmmediale Cau$ of "Srumble and lhc Conhibulory Cnuscs ot'
''Hurry ' and Pmr Judgerncnf weru added in rhe l97O rcport. Lnck ol dala in
€arlier .eports h irdic.ted by a dash.

Suggeslions for inprovement or modificaliotr of thc summ.ry or any pan or this
report are selcome ad should bc address.d to the National Speleological Sd_icil
Safety and Techtriques Commirtee. Cavc Are&q Hunlsville. Alabana l5al0.
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NOTEE

NSS POLICY
FOR CAYE CONSERYATION

The Nation.l Spelcological Seicty believcs: That caves harc unique sci.ntirtc.
EcEational. and scenic valuesi Thdr ihese valuca are endangcred br both
caitlessness and intentional va.dalismi That these values oncc 8one. canrot be
re.oeftd: .nd thal rhr rcsponsibility tbr prote.ting caves musi be astumed b].
those \ho stud! and cnjoy them.

Acco.dingly.lhe ini.ntion ot lhe S@ieiy is 1o work tu lhe presesation olcaves
sith a realistic policy supportcd by efi'ective proerams for: lhe encou.aSement ol'
sell'-dG.ipline .monC cavers; education and reseanh concernin8 the causes and
p.evention ofcavedamage: and spccirl prcjccls, includine co ope.ation wilh other
Sroupt (imihdy dedicated lo the conservalion ol ialu.al areas. Specitjcally:

All coDleris ofa cartsformalions. lifc, and loose deposits-are significanl tbr
ts cnjoym.it and interpretalion. Therefore. cavins pa.iier should leave a c.!c !s
the! fi.d it. They should provide means lbr lhe ren,oval ol'{.nei lilnir markinS to
r le*. solll and removabl. signs as are needd lot su elsr and, especially,
exercise extreme c.re nol io accidentally break or soil rbrmations, dislu.b lil'.
turms or unnecessaril, inoeasc lhe numbd ol'disuBuring p.ths throu8h an area.

Scientific collectbn is ptottsional. setcclivc and minimal. The collecting ol'
n, i ners l or biologic.l m aterial l'or d ispl.y purpces, includinB previously bnlkcn or
derd specimens. is ncver justilied, as il cncourlgcs othc6 to coucct and deslroys
rhc ini..e\r of .he cave

The S@ieb encourages prqecls such ar: c(lblishing cavc presenes; placing
enf.nce Eaies where app.opriatei opposing lhe sale of speleothcmsr suppo.ling
eileclivc p(x(tire oeasu.esi cleaninE and .cstoring overused cavesi cooperali.g
rith privare cave owne6 by providinB *nowledee abort iheir cave ard assistin8
tben in p.oteciinB their.avc and property trom damage during crvc visiis. and
encouraginS commercial cave otrners lo make use ot their opportuniiy lo aid thc
poblic in understindinB .aves and the imporlance oI their conscnatior.

Where lhere is reason to believe ihal publicalion of cave lcatiotrs will lead lo
r.ndalism belore adequaie proteclion can be esiablishcd. thc Smiery sill oppose

I1 is the duty of every Sociely member to take peBonal resPonsibility lbr
spreadinga consciousnes olthe cave consedation P.oblcfr loeach Pol.ntial user
of caves. without this, the beauty ind value of our caves {ill not lonS remain $ ith

)
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