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"l'he Lin. which vpdtutes the diJfrcut lrcm thc .t sercu, it rometines rery
shodo||y, btt it b not irugin$! line. It k a ttue li e, without breadth,lt it olt
.cN! to pa,r, dnd ,.t! h.td to tce. h is sonenmd pated ucohtciouslt, dftd the
@nttoutnat rhdt b h4s b€en p.ct d i, Ieh too t4te|. If the doubtlul line is pd$e.l
@doutD, .t tberutetr, on paNs"N ltoh dotns th.t nhtch tN iusttiable,to rtol,tt
that $t h ti unjustifubL."
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''Tios a .ta sc,tus ctifl as ttt?, ,a.U c@t.g!]
mouel lo wolk aea, ns .re$ w to pt@ht,

But oter irt E.nhle edsc l,qe ha.l tlippe.l
A Dut. on.l lull mny o p.asont:

So tha Nople taid sonethng vould llarc to be .tone,
8ut ltln trckut dd ,ot ot atl tultr.

Son c Nai.t: "Put o len@ tfun! th. etse of the ctill
Son,c: "An anbulzt.. do||l tu rtla Mltej."

Introduction

ThG report descnbes 23 clrinr !..idcnls, .ll 6ut lhr6 of whi.h occu@d on a
wceLctrd. Roughly 40 percen! of thc a ccide n ts involved people doinS wrtical cxvins.
Born vicrims of rhe two frr,l w.licdl aocid€nts loi 1972 v*e novices explorins

Crve divin! has always been plrliculaily ddEerous. In onc incid€nt lhree m.n
drowncd in r Florida cave- In anollrcr clve an unconscidus oan wrs saled afi.rbei.g
pulled arom the watcr Nd siven lrlifici,l respirrtion. There w.re undoubledly other
eE divhs lcridents which {er nol broushr ro rhe ,nenrion of lhisconrnille. A
epoa on .we dirins accid€.6 in Irloridr by David Deeutelr. c\cculiv€ die.ror of
the Nlrion.l ftsocialio. ror C.v€ Divi.E. is included as rn rppcndi\ lo rhis Epon.

Orhc cporrs of accidenrs which rcrurlly occuiEd in ! crv. w.re included in lhis
pubLcdtioni rcporrs oi rccidenls in mines or accidenrs by peoplc rrlvcllins to or froo
! .ave wcd not included. Repon* vcre usd if help srs rcquircd lrom ourside the
cavcs ilnnrcdirrc groupttherelorc, repons or *ri.heshavc bccn ir.ludcd evcn wnen
il vas lale! lc!rned thal no one hrd been injurcd. All reDorts of,ccidcnls involvins
srious injuries wcr included Rcponi of accide.ts invollinr nrinor injuries serc
included only il lhey eithci rcquired lssisrane in cvrcualine rhc licrim oiele wee
oa,n unusu!! nllure bul poinl our , delirite.avine hrz.rd.

SevcDl chans.s lo lhe ro,nrl oa Ao.ri6n Caving accadcnrs have bccn madc
sla in8 witn rtis issue. The reDons dr. htcd.hronolo8i.,lly inn.rd uf Eeoarrph-
ically. Sourlrs of infomrrion hale been Eiven in more detril thon in lhe pan. Tnil
snould be bcnericial ro histoiilnr inrcreJl€d in pani.nhr .rv.\ or !csidenls. Il m.y
al$ eriilain why lnc derails or rhc rnrlysis ol n nc rcridcnls rrc sket.hy. Thc sum-
mary h$ becn GorEanized ink' lwo nidn sroupinss ro show (liisti.s xbout rhe
accidenls lnd rie p.ople i.volvcd.

Anerion CavinS Accilents Edilor
NSS Slfcrl rnd Tc(hniqles Commnree



Accident Reports

PREVIOUSLY UNREPORTED I971 ACCIDENTS

Oregor. OEgon C.v€s Tnurday, 30 Deccmber l97l
Stelc Knurson rnd Jim $'olrl da rh. Ord*dn (;rorro. rnd Philrnd Lro Nnitficld

ot ll!. Vlncoutq lsh.d Carc E\plorrrnrn (;nnrp.nlcrcd Oftson Clves,l l:00 D.m.
lnd proNcd.d (o rhe Soullr lind.   \erlinr polc..onsislinE ol fivc s.aool *dbns
wnh ! .ablc hddcr rtlr.hed ro rne lop. s.rs u*d lo invesligal. a l0-r'ool-hi8h dome.
Alwrys.wh.n enrone N.s clinhinE, rh. orh.. rhrer held th€ ,_!lan8 poL in plr.e-
Phil Wtritfhlil rnd Stevc Knnren .J(I n\.. dod lc$ lh.n lDlfwry up bul .limbed
do*n. AI 4:40 p.n. Lro whirlicld .hnhcd n.lrly !J rhe lop olrhr F)l.. llcr we+hl
crui-d rhL pnlc to st, lo bend. Th. poll slid llon8 lhe wall or rlre domc lntilthe
polc bcnr rnd crnnped in rh. niddlc sc(ln)n. Ms. Whnneld lcll, landins on WollT.

Shc !.ccivcd r brclien kn h and r cur lif.

Analysis: 'fh. polc, althoush usd wnt succcss in olner siruarions, uas obvionsly
nor il,onr cnoulh ro be usd *irhour c!rc. lhc polevasfivc 5-aool sctnrns nudc oa
lv{ inclrrlirn!.rq sreel rubing (lin. corrcd) u$d ror TV aqiak- wall tlickncssollhe
rubnr3 wri 0.Ill8 inch. Si\ in.h.s ol' onc cnd of each tube {!r flrrql ro fi ottr rh€

ne\t $.rion. hs (rcnglh (rr su.h rlrlr borl .lr.ltrl pL.crn.nr. y) rhrr b(ndin8 ol
rhuol. hr rs liDncd N possiblu. rnd uJr.lul tcchniqu. in .lnDbin8, r) lhrr rlre
rrislr .l lhc .lnnbcr stlys ovtr or r\ (!N k, rhc !\is or rhc pol.,s possihlc,scrc

whctr r .linrbcr is on thc clblc laddcr oi r clnnbins polc sctup. and not loo ra,
ncnr rhc tot, lrir wcisht is .aniud by lho \is ol thc pole bccrusc thc .ublc llddcr
is,rrr(hcd ro rh. rol oi thc polr.ll lllc |hlc i\ nko sl up so lhrl n (n bc prcvcnted,

by rhc lrrtrdlcrs rr thc boltonr, rrnn bdndnu !)o lrr in any oulward dittclion. ind
ir lcrniia rllinsr rhr wall bcinS.linrbcd. lhcn tl[ scrup is stxblc Tlis is lhc {rv a

(lnnhins |bl! {trld bc nsd.
llr otrr ..'r.. ho$trr, llN.tnnb.r (lJnr \'hilficid), shilc nexr rnc lol of lhc

polc, usd rnc Dolc as a handhold. lhu\ Dullins a sadcs,vs andltr ollwltds fora
on rlr pol{.. t hnrrs $ould pcrh.ps rlill hrvc b.cn OK but lhc pole in ns lhemenl
.onld slidc in,rs thr $all and lrcnd itr dncctn,n of [ro\ weisnl. T]rh il did,
rc$ltins in rhs accid.nt.

Ihr rtrilr(. 
'n 

rhh,,.itl.,pr tr.rc 1nr.l, ($ rh'n rh$ mi'hr hr( b((tr rf lrro'
..'1. i'i n r \rr hr,,kc' b! h.- rJlhu,.i lnr $'.lrr. one or rl'. rhrcc lirnd[n hc

lr Dusr bc foinr.d orl hcrc ttul lhc clitrrbins i)olc did nol bclon8 ro lnv ol thc
pcoplc u\iflr it. ln ficl. lLcy did nol rcJlb hrve nruch idcr ot llE I'olcntial ot
ulrntut rrrcnSrh of thn pol.- llroulh n nld hcen ued succcsslullv on lNvious
o...'\i(,n\. $'h.n nsin! hon,cnr!dr etltrr|nn.nl, ( n Jbsolulclv ncc.ssrv l(, rcsr lo
!..iprru. nnil\ rnd DFlirt,l! ro prcl[n duflicrlc n.,ns an.l lc( onc l() donruc

An.rh., ircu ol int.r.n h.r. i\ ihlr I tro \as nol $crring r.hin (rrp on her

hel'nq tlhcn nr. nrtr.k \\olll nn i h.trklcr ir rhe end ol lrcl lull. lltc hcl,net

@me ofi, At thit point, dE helmel cominS oil was ol no consquene but if the

f.tl had @ntinued, the helm€tis ptot.ctio, w.s obviouslv tost. A chin .lr.p 3hould

alwa$ b. worn {hilc doing sy sri of climbirB in . €ve." (KNr$n)

Sord: (.uren. Srcve. (1972) "Accidenl in OEson Cavcs",Vo,rl@rr &rn&
vol.2. No, a, pp.8'9 (abo apperftd in The SPetzotatuph.Vol Xlll.No.2'p.16)'

Penlsylvani., Arm Pit C"ve

A man dnlocated hh shoulder beyoid ihc craelwav i. wavne C!ve. He *as.ble
to cnwl out urder nn own powi, with som. AssislN.@, i, 7 houts.

An lysB: (liiufficient informrron)

sdc: LuvLss, Dunsls F- (1912) The SP?leoboppet's cutle to thc Czret ol lE
Cruewne Chap.l Vele], pp. 11 18.

r 972 ACCTDENTS

satu ay, 15 .Ianulry 1972

Aiei crplorina ti. tishl Arm Pit Cavc for % to t hour, Rogpr YounS {18) b€_

came uck ar rboll I:45 p.m. wirhin l0 fccl of on. of rte two enlran4s, Ile was

lyirs on his slonlcn wilh his back archcd so lhal nis lcel we rbout 2 lal liSher
rhu his ncad wncn his leir lcg b..a,ne *d8ed i. 3 crack. william Rcil$ (21) rnd
Rich.rd Erbl (25). Youns s crlinp.omDanions.lned f@ins him by sewrll melhods

i!.ludin8 s.rrinB I rop. around his s$r rnd puU,n!. Aiter xbour .. houi *ithoul
sucdss, rhcy cllkd lhc Pcnnsylv,nir Siarc lrnivebily CafrPus Prirol who in tum
conracrcd rhc N ra.y crorro.

Snortly aflc. llt phone call for hclp, lour n.nbe6 olrhe Nill,ny (nollo, by
chane, arivcd ar lhe c,ve to 6ap it. Irv.n siln tnt increre in hclp sd cxpcriena.
Young could noi hc budg€d. Fouradditionrl memb.d olthe Nntey Croxo. tnsser
iry rhe Equcsr lbr hclp, arnved rr drc crvc ,bout 4:40 p.m.

Ir dursidc aii tenp.rarurc urs 6'| (-15'C) lnd fallinc. fte viclnn wls con!
plaini.E rbour thc .old md his tinna posilion A blrnkcl and lrol .ofllc wcrc soltcn
to lhc vidnn bul bcous of the ri8hr qnrrtcs onl, lrtrcc peoDle could tquNrc inlo
Ih€ cave al onc tnne lo $isl Youn3. Young {at linauy lf€d bv a combinition of
pushins from bclow *hik olhe6 pulhd o. ropes.onnccted lo hiswais' rnd Lcl.llc
w,s our of rhc ciw by 5:40 p.m.. hrvinB bcen sluck about 4 houB llc ws nol in
juFd bur was weat od shaky bcclns of rh. cold.

An,ly3is: Thh wls Youne\ econd crvi!! tripi hn fi6t lrip had been lo lhe sanc

crve. It is lonurate ihat Young new. panickcd during hh entrapnrnt. tldd the

Fscu€ iaten sveral hours lon8Ei, hypothenniB would nave becn a nqjor problem,

You.B was oveNeisht a.d the @ve is verv iight. Nevcrtheless. had Youn8 ltld nroE
€xpenene, hc would probably not havc Solten himself into sucn,n r{ksrrd.nd

Tne Nnr.ny Crollo hrd prinled rcsuc.atdj wldch lisl tlE 24nbur phonc

nunber ot rhc Pennrylv,nia Slalc Univereily Qmpus Palrol. Reiler hnd hh crtd with
ldo ud rhis was.n imponani faclor in spttins assisland 10 the catt quicklr.

Sourcs: Rcporl by Richard L. Br€isch



Breiscn, Richard L. (1972) Accidenl RePorl: Atn Pit Careit, Nntu"y eroto Ne\|s.

Salurday, 5 Februlry l9?2
Two parties oi caveB, one from lnc Dogwoo.l Cit, Crolio dd the olhcr from

Oe t]lntsvilte Groito. *.F cxplorins S.uia CaF. Al on€ ptae a 4Gaoor drop teads
lo a slEan *hich now3 oul Oe lowr, *r enlone. lr is posible ro ctiob down
aPproximalcly l0 tcet loa 3lopitrE I€dgc ovcrtookint rh€ emaininBdrop. Ton po8N
(18) had climbed dow, the l0 ter when he tosl hh footing on the stoping l.d!., He
ihen aell about 25 ftct onro a hreakdown slope and rolled or boun@.! inlo ihe
slEam wnere hc cam lo Esr. Poguc icojved ilcial laeralions and bruies on hjs
head. arms and shouldc(

Sine rhe Dosvood Cily Sroup did nor have r bpc, a caler {as senl ro find rhc
Huntsville sroup uhich var known io hav. a ropo. posue rem.ined consciousand
reported on th. erlcnt of his injuri€s to lhe brst of his rbitiry wnhout rlrc bcne,it
ol lidrr. When rhe rop€ ariEd, Posuc was h.ulcd !p rhe drop and walked our ot
Ihc qw wnh sonc as.i3rane. H€ w.s lakcr lo ll( lt! sille Hospnat sh.!e nc ws

Anzlysi: Tom Poguc wds wtt qu.li6cd (2 yclr cxler*n.e) and wnh { stronE
crving goup; ho*ver! hc should nor navc clinrbcd ro the ledge without o b.ht

Sou@r Repon by Dous Slrait and Darwin Mos

Sunday, 20 [ebruary 1972
Hary CrcB Hill (19) rnd tinda M. Bringlc (16) hd becn usi.g a ti*htcr rnd a

fl$husht snh cxtra b!lt.ri.s as [Bnl eurccs while exptoringCrotto Cavc. At lboul
8 p.m. Sunday evening they r.atized lh.y werc losi r.d dccided ro wail io, rescuc,
They *crc lound !t 10:45 tlre ncxl morninr abour 28OO feet into tnc calc by cnve^
wno were ear.hing for thcm.

an.lysis: Irerp.,iencr

Sotr@: A.on (19?2) 'Losr SpetMkers Sat .,. htutianopoh News,22 I,ct _ tg12
(R.pinred on pagc 16 of The Swteobopper\ Curle to the Ca,., ol Ctucronc
ChdrEl Yalt.t by Dungas Luvtes).

Anzona. Akcl Abys Salurday, l8 Mirch 1972
Irourler membcr of lne Centr.l Aiizon. croxo. EsabroB crotto. od UAAC

sntcred Bbck Abys. a rorauy leclonic tealure h.vin8 larsc amounts of tooe bE.k.
dowr Ar 5:10 p.m. Pcl. KotaG was.oming lhrough a smal rerridt droD in bpa]-
down blocks wlDn hk n,otnold,a roc* about 2 tc.l in<ti,mercr, €me toos rcslhi.B
in Xokalis's hllinB thdc ,tri. The rock hrd ben thc kcyslone for a tltlci boutdc!
ol lbout 1000 pound!. This lars.r btock telt. tusl hndins on Koknliis Lft tool lnrt
lh.n rolled pinnins hi,n lo the floor. Kokalis comptai.ed of pain in hisback,lcft nip
and lclt foor. lle wcnl into rhoc(.

Scrctul lrips werc Inndc by membeis oi thc lroup to galher ji l aid supplies,

iood. srlcr xnd cxh0 clornrn8. A slrcrchcr was consrrucrcd rio ! bed liame nrrde
of plywood r d 2 by 4's. Thc accidcnr h.d occu cd 450 Icct bclow th€ cnlrlne,
rnd n rook abour 5l, hous 10 move lhu vi.lim lhe l000latcral ltcl lo thc cnlrane.
This includcd J doublc rope pull of lhc n!ctcncr nD, 4o-fool elll. Nine houd aic,
rhc ..cidert. Kokrlis $rs lodcd inro ll'c ,nrbuLne ro \rrrr thc 6tlnrile tip ro rhe

Xokaliss injurica wer c\rcnsivc, in.lodins lcfr hcel boft brohen in ciSh places,

brokeh bn !nkl.. rhra siDplc li.c(rcsollhe lrli pclvis,rnd..rr.kcd.ocy\ bonc.
His ccovcry pcriod w6 c\le.ded

An.lysis: 'A frcrentive susscstion ror such an rcridcnl in thh olvc h dirficuh - n
j$r lDppcncdl Dvery aver in tlrc lnrup wJr tully awarc oilhc crlrc,rc loos bEak-
down luzfd in lhis ca!e, in fdcr, P.lc Kotrlh cnrphalicdly crphincd lnc nazard to
aU befod rhc group entcrcd thc c!vc.

''SinN rnc .aqs involvcd wcrc lblc ro.onduci thc rcsue rhc,nsclvcs.lhc rcscue
ln.c wls tclll lo ! minimum dd lhc snuarion w,s pcrlmps k.pi a.o.r bcine$y
wors lh,n il was. Al$ thit€pl thc accidenr fron rcaivin3 any l,ul,licity lhat cduld
h.vc lud ar ldvere e[.ci on Arizonr cavins.

''Wc wish lo emphasize thal il ir nol normally advn$t lbr thc 8krup inlolvcd
to c.nduci its own dscu€. A co,npcrcnt rcscne team should bc ulilized iart rll
posibl.. This plrticuhr car jusr hrpNncd lo havc lhe rigltt Dcotlc ond equipnr.nl
al h,nd. Scvcril or rhc aroup havc bccn oi preenlly .rc renbors of th€ Southcrn
Arizona Rus.uc Ass.i"lion u.d hld p! icipaied in *vctal pracrioc lnd actulI.are
rcsrucs. Addirionally, nEmber ol rhir p,ty lud basi. and !d%n.!d nsr'aid rrnin-
iry. Lvctr e. lEd lhe cqnip '..t to ukc llN rtid nrlchcr not Uccn avrilablo. rhil
sroup would lDvc nccdcd onisilc aisi3lrne." (Bradec'non. ct. rl)

Soursr tsridScmon. Ron; Kok,lis, Pclc.: Bue.ncr, Bob; Dcliny, Pclei rnd Per.lty.
Bill. (1972) "Accidcnr at Bhct Abyss." C,rc Cr,,/er3 r/?.r,., Vol. 13, No.4,
pP.59.61.

Als prinrcd in Cal Carer, \ol. 21, No. 2, pp. 17 39.
Tetos abtct Yol 17. No 5, pp 89.91.
Anon. (1972) 'Rcsn,ns Rqislcr: Arizonr R.sionrl A$os 'N.S.t /Vlik7.t. Vol. 30,

lndi,na. Strllivrn c,rc
Lo ctru Snchon (20) a.d h.r brnltcr, Mark Snelsn (24), *.rc rcs.ued x|ler

srrchc stent 24 h.urs l(rokinA ir thc hisins prn

A.!ly6is: tr)bably inerpei€nce

Soorer: ,1r, ,l.ro. .\.rrr .lippin!, llt \larrh 1972. f. l.

Sprins l9?2
A !rcul ol c.llele students cn(crel llrc 72-l.oot dccp Shrri Crvc wilh pllns ol

leavinr thrutr!h (;rorlo Ctrvc. Alier Ieairrin! tlrrt therc is no pxssnblc .ornccrins pas

s c, thcy qJilcd 18 hou^ ro be rosc d.



Analysb: lncrpcricnd

Sourcor Luvless, Dungas F.
eruetohc Chopd Vo er.

t€x.!. Deril'3 Sinkhole

l\9721 lli SpekoboP?cr's (;ri.le rc rlQ Cavl olthe
p. 15.

S!rurdaJ, l5 April l9?2
''.,/\lroupolnenrly40crv.rthitcdDevil-sSinliholcloprr.ridvcrlicillcch-

niqucr rnd t.nutal ca,in-A skills. (C!!fs commonly visir lic pn in hree Sroups su.lr
as this n) ds to in.onvcnicncc rhc rrnch owncr as lirrlc rs p.$iblc ) . . . Thc.wcic
sven frporicnNd caveB in rhc soup. but nosr of rhc orhcr Denons hrd litrlo
c,vins c\fcriunc.- althouNh ncrrly rll hrd dli.ndcd rt lcdst one toining scsrion

bclirc rhc trip. Ansclinc Panncr. r Univcrily ol Tc\at lrc(rnran. hrd lNi.c clilnbcd
trp I so'liDl trinins.lifl ncir Auiin. Thn war lror ln{ lcrull lavinE lrip.

''Sca.n 
^,pcs 

f,.e rilgcd irld llc Dn and dorl F-otL d.\Nndcd loc\Dlorc lh.
botron! ol rhc ptr tl,erc sn\r nrortng. ol cquipnx'nr ryrilrblc lor rh. nunrbc, ot
p(oplc fru\c r. r\ rrn, ol rlrc noficcs did not o\n lhcn o\n Sc.r. .

''Ar !r,r'n,\nhtclr 2:45 p.nr An&linc rsted k) u$ a Tr\a. prusik rE . . . Slt
hrd DlJ.ri.cd on Tcus p trrt bclnrc rnn tncN thrl rhc (ould olinlb oul. Thc Iof
Juhrr wxs r(tichrd b rhc s.rl slins Nnh t\vo drorl lcnSrhr ot l-inch lu[uhr wcb-
bini:.   bowlinc srs n$d l. !lrrclr th. rvcbbnr! lo llrs Junrr on ond cnd and lo the
sar di.r crrihincr on rhc orh$.   dorbtc c, ict hcnd $r\ u{d ld ric rhc tro
L.lrlrs ol \.bbins roscilEr. Thr l,rscr ,umr \er\ rtl h.d ro ! sinlle Dircc ol'
rlin! srth a bo$linc lii rlE ru{. SNctr ltiltinlcr- a conftlcnl crrcr. hchcd lrci
rig inlo rhc q{ rnd vnu.lly cl!c*.d lrrr cquilm.nr. findin! notrring {rons Abour
20 nnr[r \ nll.\ Anlrlinc hrd slrrrcd h.r Js.cnl, Claig ltiltinter wus lyin: on lhc
udgc dl l|u t,il xtrd wxs lrnnc\s ro thc nccnb.r. ll. J$.rib.s tne cv.nl thun!:

Sln nn'@ .1 to b! nol.tdtllt tncl lio t lE (tl,n)n ittealkd hurntq

clh l,.l l0O lcat ttthl. nt |ts t.s1nry u th. tu\\'ol@1t 30 kd.ld\q, r
|ull.\l h hn. '7]\ot pnri( sP is lu , is, t it, k nnn\lttll wdl hoN tiinx
I Duho,l is Sh( ld)tu.I nt a n lnitat I i|n4tl a|or lnr d *@t antl
tlr1, hunl o e oll @\Da l i ntuiialch'looknl hac* k' tt lno.lu o,slto,,J'
iit o, a h4\'\'ith uoo\. tttd.h.l to lt rtr trts t). s\l ot tontt tr. Pit
a t1 I iln hi n nhlntr k^ud nt hotlo i t itnDt\liar'l! t.l.d scrc/al tnn(s

lt nE BotL o th. hottt k) L)ok o t. ,1 tt tptlots tl td [o t'||.,t I
thc knart.tt to thc r.oplr n.d \. 'Oh ht! Q)tlt 4 rl itst kll il ltt Pit.

"Don llrous$rd inrnrfdiilcly junrNd inlo his crr lnd nrtd lo llrc ranch ho!*
r. Dhone litr r doclor and !n rnrbulrn(. An aml)ul!nccwas sunnnoned fton! Ruc('
r0rinF (7 ril.s). bnr rhc ncirc{.,odor was !t rhc hosPitrl in Kcrvillc (76 nrilc\)
rnJ \r\ nor rvaihbl. rr rhc SintlDlc. wh.n rhc rnrbuhnrelnEd r{ rhc r.ntn. ,
lirrcr rn,, r$o o\ylcn borr[\ \crc lrrnsr. ed ro a Dodlc tn $hi.h nJd b.cn 0G
prr.d ri'r rh. rfrun rrip ov.! n{rNh rcxd bscl ro llro qv..

''Murn$hile. rltryrhnrp fos\iblc !ds b.int don i.o. Ansclinc She hud lndcd on

hcr bdrk ncnr x lrrge rorL rnd \ccnrcrl ro bc lyirs in rn trnnrturul mrnncr. Tllcdlirc.
.vrry |rc.rulnrn \as rdkcn !!n to n,ove or lou.h hcr nNrc thcn ne.c$rry in ordcr

Norc d.nrl$. No brc,rhing wrs dctccrablc $ oourlr-lo.mouth
rcntr.irlirnr \rs be3un rl orcc. A llanic oral rcsusciiJlin! rubc rvtilable on IoD wrs
snt d.\n to facilnarc rhis DroNdnrc rnd blrnl.ls wcrc snl dosn lo lreh, prc(nl
sho.t. It.t)rrations tr.rc mr(lc k,ldrcr r dodor (s[nnd.a. ,(ne) inlo ll'c pit. and

a ropc nnd betny rysl.o w.s *r up Io lower rtu srrcIcher as son a3 n adrd.
"ThB pEpared, tb. srrcrclrNas loqeEd inlo ilr pit soon after rlE arival ot

th. van and rne proess bcgun of oansf€rrin8 An3qiin. onro th€ litrei md ecurinS
her lo il. Sne was carefully wruppcd in blantelsand licn strappcd down {ilh 2.incn
nylon wchbins s lhat she could bc pulled our ve ically wi1l hct head up. Aboul 20
ninutcs chp*d frofr rhe ,nival ol rhe nrercher unril she was rc.dy ro bc hoislud.
An hour rnd . half had p!s$d since thc time oi llrc rccidcnt. durins wltich rinre rc-
suscil.rion a(empt' nad bccn conrinued steadily by Richnrd Boolh.

"Thc srErchcr hrd ben mtrlriply iicd $nh knsrhs ol 7/lGinch nylon ropc and
lhcn faslcncd 1o a 3oGlor lcnglh oa Bluw,lcr tl .linrbin8 ropc (norcd lor its non-
streluh. non{Pin chanclcrirlics), Aboul 20 peonlc on lop wcrc organized t. pull
thc Blueu.l.r, rour peGons wcre tied off ar drc .d!c ro hclp lhe slEtehc, ov.r the
lip, lnd $vcral morc were strrioned acros rhe pil wirh a second rope ro flllrnc
litlc! uwry lrch rhe lcdgc !s n ncaed rhs dnr.

"As pon as Aneclinc N.s *cured inro thc hlur, shc wrs brouglrt out snroolnly
and quickly. No morc lh{n 90 rconds p3sscd during thc lsenl lron thc botlor ol
lhc pil unlil the sas i. thc Dodlc ran. Resu$n,ln'n .otrrinucd until rhe !*cnr tc.
sln nnd nnmcdillcb rcsumcd $h.n tIt hter rcrchcd thc top oflhe tn. O\yscn \ras
rlDn !dnrinisterc.t on the s,y lo rne tun.h honsc rnd .onrinu.d until sh. urhcd tlc
nospilal it lbout 6 o clock, Angclin wrs pronornccd dc.d on rtriv,l nr r[. (ctrvillc

Anrlysis " hhouglr rhcrc qo( no cyesitnesss Io sc $hlt acrullly hapDdncd d!.
ing lhc rccidonl, ! thon,ulh c\!nlinrtion of thc cquipncnr dro{cd lnar rhc d.uhl.
oriict b.rd conncclins lhc two pi.cls or wcbbin! on tltr top Jumar worlied loo$
bc.au* of lhc j.rkins ,nolion involv.d in climhitrs ulins tlte T.\as prusiL rthod.
As Slcvrn Unlinscr d.rdibc\ n. AI Ih. Inne rhrr I rilrcd hcr np I hd no DhBiv-
irgs .bDUt thc !c!r. I hid s$rj IIc exacl enrc syJrc r (wnh rh. eme knors, ctc.)
in a denr club demonst(tbn lnd berbre rlDr .r $v.ruId.cp pils rnd cav.s in
Mcxico,' This llcn was rn u.(idcnl cau*d by !n unforccrble rrilurc ot cli,nbinr

"Thc accidcnl vould ndl hlvc bccn falal if Anlclinc hud hq n,nds on rhc ropc
$hen thc tnot Nork€d loosc lnd had bcen able ro prcvcnr lcrslf from rallin! olcr
b.cks,rds, or il, eacly sli.8 hld bc.n u*d to !.dnnccl thL lo*errumlr to tlD *al
sliry. A lhnd posibilny. brl onc lhrl is nor quire rs lik.ly to hrt! prctcnted llE
falalily, sould h!rc bccn aor Ang.litu to hna b.cn wcarins an.nkle loop ro l)rc-
w.l hcr li,ot liom slippin8 out of rhe foor loop, Buousc slc was aclrins lcnnis
shocs, il e.ms unlitcly tlur ihh precaution would hrw bccn very elfcclivc,

''lr is unlbrrunarc tlEl tic sirudlion dl ric boton of rhe pit encounEcd thu us
or sclr nol incoipomlins lll Dossiblc siluty fealures, ll h a good idc! for cavcm to
hatc and !s only th.n own climbinEgear. bui rhis knor alrays po$ible undc! con-
d ions ru.h as €xisrcd aI rhc D.ril\ Sinklblc. Tlc fotloein3 susEestions aMcclm-
mended ro prcvenI similar i.cidenls:

''(l) Thc Tc\as prus clinuins syrtcn (or lny otlrr syslem) slbtrld ncrcr b.
ued wirloul a efcly sli!8 a.on rhe bo[om Junu. io tlrc *al sting, ti,ot loops
should be qell so,ed ro ih. fcet, rnd slrong boois should be Norn to insud ,rat
the .nkle loops aF an elfccrivc prccaurion.

"(2) Any k.ol in a climbin! ris made oi webbing sholld be ewn shut or clrc
scu.cly backed !p by orher knots Guch as hall-hitclres) io prcvcnt drc mlin knot
from comin8 unticd. Knols shorld rlso b€ chcckrd constantly durinE climbinA



Solre: Rcporl by m.mbcE of thc Univ€rsily

Calitomi., dL 3ile neu Lilhurn C*e Sarulday,27 May l9'72
The dis sile hlr u openina compoed oa lar3e .octs w€dBcd in lbove the .n_

lranc. A 25.foor d..p shai rl ! 50' angle inl€t*cls a smrl pasg..t thebolom of
rhc shaft. On M€morial Day w.ckcnd iw cawrs inlended lo conlinue diSgi.e in
sxrch of more caw pasese.

al aboul 12:45 p.m. four pcoplc had entercd lhc shafi. Ctuis Drv, the fil1n man,

*as jusl bcsinninE lo entcr. As he shified Posiiions, nelouched a roct lcvel*ilh hi3

hqd- Thc roct, which wci8hcd rpproximately 200 ponnds dd wa! rouBhlv l%f@t
on a sidc .nd 8 inchcs rrrich inm.dilr€ry fell arom rhc ceilins wilhorr vadi.g. lt
srrnctD,y\lcfrfool,droppudl2fcctvenic.lly,.ndlhenbou.ccdanolherl5fcel,
hittins svsnl tincs i. tfie snrull slult. Becausc of lhe suddennc$, no on€ had tine

Bob Wcbbc! lor BobW,sncr) w.s hit nexi. h ilruck th€ ri8hl side ofhis hard hrt,
sDlininx il. and rhen In botlr hh knees. Tte ,ock rnen boDnced offtlc lool wnll ol
thc shaal abour ? ler arom rhc boxom. ll hn Kcnn Brnair 6a lhc lelt sile of his
hc.d tnockinB hnn asrinn rlt! wxll and krockinS olr his hld h.l. l.inrlly lhe roct
landcd on lh. hips and l.t\ ol lillh Hedlund vlro was halfwly inlo lnc crawlat lhc
botrom. Dnn Dubrru wcs not injurcd since ltr lrd rlicady gonc down to the firsl

Dlbrlll dnd llrilain firsl lcnroved llre rock rionrllcdlund wlro hrd bccn pinned bv
it. Dry. w.bbcr, rnd ll.dlund rll surr.rcd lron trrodcrarc brui$sbll vrc ablc lo
clinlb our trnlidcd: lF{rrlr llrarnin h.d be.n ariordy c r b) rh. t).k. He uis ob'

srv.d to bc (unn.d- consrn)tri rnd cohct nr, bul w.s ble.dins lronr the nos lnd
cuts rbov. hh lcrr .yc rnd ll( lcft side oi thc ltcud. II. s.saivun lid in lcttinaotrl

Itell) wrs oblrincd iro r .r|ci .,vins pftics in Lilburn Crvc. Brn!in s3s sivcn
tnn rid bul dclclofcd trrusr rnd nrock Hcwisllkcnh]_,ccflolhcGEnrCrovc
Rrn8.r Stati(,r and rhen imDr'diatcl) lD the V.nlct nt.diLil aenl.t of licnro.

Analysisr Tho rock hld b..n in posilion lnr rwo winled 3in.. rhc dig sis lned
rnd Nrq oc.rrionrlly uscd rr r hrnd hold ir cnlrring and c\ilins lhc c!vc. Il wrs
pan ol ihc.rcrhrngin! li| ol lhc cntrancc rrd hrd bcen crrcluuy inspcded thc

nrerious lcrr illhon:h nol rcocnrly. Ispe.irl\ r({nd diss. iiolcntirllv loose rocks

\rx'uld bc (h.(kcd ,.d {,nDvcJ rcsuhrly.
TNo lrtr hrri (c.e nnJnrd A llrd hxr srth a cruslublc lincr mkhl havc rc-

du.cd Drnni \ hcld injuo.
Thc .rvcrs should hrvc c crld the shdtt .trc rt r rinrc in ordcr to 

'ninnniz. 
tho

clhD.c oi nrullidc injury h.fl lrllins tu.ks.

SourcNr Ullildr. Sfun. (19?2) "Accidcnt RcDn 'C,l/o,rtu Cal... Vol 23 No.2.
pP. 15'16.

Pery. Lurh.r. (1972) Bonnis Aw,y!" Ir.ll_/,lor.r. Jul, i.src. Pl. 77_78

Wesr Virgini.. tlcl,hole C.ve Sunday,28 May l9?2
(;.ry ll, l),rtr (30), B!!cc w Sfrnh (24) and Charles Bycrs (l?) discovcrcd a

vnrin ma or ll.lllrotc C,vr abotrr 400 lc€l bclo$ llE enlrancc. On shrrinB our,

Smith prusikdd up $e so-foor pil rh.y had j$1 foud, While ulrigSin8, Snith inad-
vertetrtly dirlodgcd . 5o-pound rock lpon which h! had bee! tta.din8. Dattt w.s
below isising hh Gibbs ascendcs, Smith shout€d, "Roctl", and Da(l lunEed lo 8ct
out ol the way but was hit o. thc arm by the faltins rock. Bye was clet, ol lle
drcp ald was not injurcd by lhc roc*fau.

Dant\ uD w.3 badly cur. It ws lrler learned lhal th. iock had Eougcd lhcbo.e
and nppcd rn. musclc fron th€ bon., Afrer rc3ring l0 ro 15 mirulcs, Dartl asended
rhc rope. Hn arnr was then e.ured to hb side io lcl as a splint. Wilh thc assist.nce
of Shnh lnd BycB, thc viclim crawled b the enlranc. room. He asccndcd rhc 155'
tuot cntrance drop by 3 p.m.,2 hous after ihe uccidc.t,

Anzlysis: Th€ sloping area al ihc rop of the pit hrd hany looe rocks lnd was cs
pc(ially kca.hcrous becrue n wls virsin. lf th. srolp had rp..r nod tnne clcan-
in8 rhc loosc tocts from rhc.d8c oi it D.nl lBd vrn.d until Smirl lrad movcd
aa nu back aron the ed8e, the accident miBht havc be.n prvent.d.

Sourcqr Rcporl by Bruce W, Sniln
Rcpon by Cary Darti

T.nnesee, an unnrm€d pil Thursdry, I lune 1972
Don Gss (21) and John Hci$ (20) discovered a rit which lhcy cnicrcd al abour

5:30 p.m. lorh of rhcm had dotrc vertical and horizontal cavin8 fot tev.ral yc!r.
''They nppcllcd down (hc tra ow ls-fool drop, wh€re lhey aound a tiShl open.

ins rh.r slor.d downwards. Heiss .qu.czed lhrorgh rhis hole inlo a snEll,low roonr
th,l opened owr a drop lhal *a. I f€€l eid.,8 ficl lons and lS fc€l deep. Hc

crosed ovcr lhc ta, cnd of lhe Pil, eherc he r.slcd fo! a while on a mud bank Hc

thcn climbed down the drop. He did not know ihsl lhe wall ot lhe pil iha! he

clinbed down was ,cally ! natrow rocl sheet thil dividcd ihe drop inlo lwo partsi

lhc oud but tlol hc ei on covcrcd ov.r lh. oiher parl ofthe droP. A' lnehollom
of rh. drop, he fomd. 3'foot-hi8h opcrnrB lhal conncc(Gd lne rwo halves of th. pil
lI. cr.eled thiou8h lie hole and j$l dhish.ad.nl.!ed lhe ollrt .h.mber, nt mud

bank cowlhs it coUaped.
"While he wrs on his hands.nd knees, a so-pound rock nruck llt top olhh

lib.r slass frinels hclncl, oushing a hole thiouSh lhc hellnct. Thc rock tlcn hit hh
shouldci, in0icline a largc, shallow cul. Alrhoush hc h.d a chinstrap on, lallinBdnl
and rocks hit thc b.ck ol lhe r.flecror on his drbidc lish! knockine hisneh€l for
errd and otfofhi3 h.ad. A smallcr rock rhcn lrit ht hcad, curtins ir slishlly- He then
luckcd lis h..d down a bact inro rhc c.awlwsy, ,hicn nad prorccrcd rhe rsr oi
his body. Alnosr 3 feer of dnr fell inro rhe chahbcr,

"as hn liglt, lrclnel, and orher oquipnent had becn buricd by drc rocks rnd
dirr, Don Gass low.lcd down anorlre! helDcr and lkhl, After hc recovqcd hh ovr
cquipmenr, Hciss was abL to clihb our of rhc pit by hinslt" (Hci!t)

Analyrii: "Ite mud covenng w.r nor rcry liablc ro b.8in wirn, and si(i.8 on n n!31
have seiously weat.ned il, Climbing dow! ud lhcn Gaqlins u.dcr lhc sheel ol
rock rhat suppo cd rhe oud could have cEared 6nou3h vibrarionr ro caue thc
collape. Sir4 rhe instabiliry of th. hudbBnk wa! notapparenl from thc top ofthe
drop, nor ouch colld havo h..n done to avoid lh. rccid..l. (Heis,

So!d: R.port b, ,ohn tlei!6



Scv€r,l8roups of people, includins 26 menbcG and Aucstsoflhc Soutl$ln Ariz-
ona HikinS Chrb, vcic cxplorin8 rhc very populai ABua Calicnlc Cavc- This groDp,
*nich ranscd in asc iron l3 Io ovc! ?0, hld no one in charyc &d only 1wo or threc
ol iIs membcrs had crcr bccn in thc cnrc befor.. Thcsroup hd hand-lined down,n
Eo'foot pir dcspilc recomnendrrions of arc! clvers- lli*ing club mcmhdr rohn ll.
Mundo (?3), sho sds in drc lcad. lud goncr lhrouSh llr last craslwly rnd was

srfirins to climbdovn to rhc bortom olrhc lo-l'oot c\n Dil shcn hc dipped rnd feu.

llc fcll or slid down tlre wall on hn dDuldcr .nd hil l[c noor *nI nis lorchead

Mund. was not *curins r lurd hal and had bcch qryin8 r uashlishl.
Mundo had fallcn ,boul l:00 p.m, ,ct whcn rn NSS .,vcr rllilcd rn lrorr lalq,

llr clul slill had no d.li.nc dsruc plins. Thc Soulhcrn Arizona Rcs.uc Asn,.i,tion
u s conrrcicd and uiiivcd ol 6r15 p.n.,jusr in rimc to mccr Ihc injnrd m.n wl'o
[ud climbcd out undcr his o*n power. llc mr, lrave sullcred r cEcked skull nnd a

A.rly6is: Tnc hikins club had loo nuny incxDcricnccd nrcmbcis alonswho cvidcnlly
luJ lirrl( rd(d Jb{ur cJernr !f!a\. rqxrpnrcnr. ,( rc\ [nq cs.

Source: Rcporr by Joscph t,icbcz

Thre rccnase boys fored cnrry into Dymmired Cav. whicl had a locktd BnIe.
Abour 1500 fc.l inlo thc ovc, one of tnc boys climbcd dovn ! 30-Iool, frcc-,lll
drop on %-incn nylon rope, but was unabl. ro clinlb bacli oul, Onc ol thcboys c6n-
t..rcd the drcriff sho in lurn onracred ! mouniain rc$uc grolp- Ir loot orc hour
ro rcscue thc boy usins rhe BilSeri nerhod wnh a belay: rhe boy hd bNn [lpped

an.lysb: TIE boy\ inerp.ricne caucd hnn ro ovqesrimarc hn abiliy ro clnnb a

Sdres: Anon. (1972) Caw Rcscuc." fr" .tp.Loszpr. Vol. VII. No. 7. pp 79-80.
Arons, John W, (1972) Ac.idonr in Dynlmned Can " Ire Spelcotatuph- \'/ol. vll.

No. 8. p, 95.

Arizon.. Atr! C,licnte Cave

Mexico, Sdt.io dc l! Tin.ja

wa3hington, DynMited Cav.

Flori'ja, Litde River SprinSr

Saruday. l5 AuHusr 1972

Sunday,2? Aususl 1972

I

A Eroun ofovcBcnl.rcd Sdtano dc la Tinaj.lor rhc purpo*of nushinsa sithor
in !n axcnrpt lo connoct rhr clvc wiln Sdl.no dcl A Dyo. lr $rs lhonshr rhrr rlrc
sidron nrisht uclunllt bc orly r sunrp Nitn lir spacc jLrl on lhc orhcr sidc ol lnc
ductundcr. lt rus lbpcd llEt a $innEr could dclcrnrinc dris $nhin 20lcci.,nd il'
[r.ould nol. h. wls lo rclurn wnhoul Foing,!illEr. Dotr Brous*d sasgoin! lo try
rnc .ontrccrion. Ilc wrs Nerrins a diving mast ind had . flnshlighl ricd r. hn wrist,
John Fisn was ro bclay BroussJd wilh r elcly line tied to tne divclswaisl,

''A st(cr ol tulsin8sLnalsvasr an8cd anJ llt cavcr cnIcrcd rhc si bn. Afrcr
sqnn'ninr rbour 17 r.cr hc strraed in wLal rurn.d olr lo be only r snDll!n space.
llc look \cvcrJI brcrlhs ghncins around dre pockcl lo dctcnninc lhhlnd thcn dovc
lo rcturn lo lhc sRrr. Al lhis mo'ncnl he bhcked out as thc po.kcl ,plrrcntly
contiincd *ry lirrlc o\ygcn rnd r hill conNnrhrion of melhanc. The b.loy.r sw
thc ntid drulpinr ol thc ovcls flasNirhl and qric*ly pullcd hnn in {ith thc asnr'
rne or thc sroup, Uro. bcin! pullcd lrom thc water, llre c,ver showcd no si-lnsol'
brcrdrin! so his lhioal suectca*d 6lwalerud hourh'ro-mourl rcsuscibrbn bcsun
nnntcdirrcly. Ttc .rvci slouly rqaircd nornral brealning rnd llrc lrout srs rbl. to
lrn thr .rvc ' (r,sl/. ,l,rtllJ

Analysn: lrvcn trith n eaely line, divin8 wili only a ia.c nast and a flishlishr is

rr.tlcs. Diving in .rvcs h,s ulways bcen cxlrcDrely hlzardous.

Sourcesr Anor. (1971) A.cidenr Sdbno dc la Tinaja, Merico." hB ? Ea lt

I:icrelcr, Ronnic- (1972) 'Accidenl R.po , Nc.r Drcwnine in Sdtlno dc h Tinaja.l
.{,lra'S,Ve',s?er./, vol. lU. No. 5, p. rI8.

P.rc ,cn*n, lci{ rcn*n, Jnd Ted Jans*. cnrcEd Otry\ Clve,r 6 p.nr. Ahhousn
Pclc had bocn ro ony\ evcr.l lin€s bcfore, lhis was rhc fi6r $vin8 trip ior thc
orlrcr lwo. Thcy c\plocd thc cive for4 hou( and lncn rculizcd drc, could nol find
rhcir w.t oul. Aic,rnc nnllcd 12 holb ofscltcnin8, rl)cy !"vc ul rnd Mirco ro
b. rcscued. rhcy hd caicn tnen five cJndy b!6 on rhe fi6l dny. On Nlondry lh€v
ovcrturned n rDsh crn dnd lound unopcncd crns ol pcaB nnd (rins bcans which
rhcy pun.lurcd wilh r brokcn $alaclnc. Nhile prying thc lid olonc an, Pclr Jcnscn

lho th.c wor roscued ar 3 a.tu. Tucsdny. 57 hou4 after enr.rin! rlrc r.vc, b!
Arieona .avcrs and thc Southrrn Arizon! Rcscue Asscialion. Thc thre.lud .Jrnpcd
n, r{o dats wirhin 75 feel o,Ihe keylrcle which lcd our.

Analysis: Incrpcii€ncc.
''ln our time sncnl cxplorinE ve ncvcr oncc lurn€d our ncads lo rc.,ll rfu pas

srsc we |rrd sonc rhronslr, rlways lootin-q ahead to rhc n.\t romrrion. rhc nc\t
rodm bcyond. When rc did rurn around to rcturn. evcrythin.r lookod dilli(.nr.

''ln a say I m Bhd ,I thn hrppcned io nE, becaus n lluail nr to so prcrrcd,
r.d .spccirlly ro know wherc I ve ben. lr lausnr nry brothcr and tis fricnd nor ro

ed crvins wnh nc rnymorc.ti (Pet. Jcn*n)

Sou@: Jttrsn. Per.. (1973) 'Lon in Ony\ C!vc.' Co,c Ctunl.t\ Ga:en.. vnt.
XlV, N.. L pp. 13'35.

I

I

lt

Threc Nc* .,erey dive^, Kcnnerh R. Decozi, (21). Michael R. Willianis (24).
and Roben Lewis Cnuer (18) $ubr dived inro Lnde Rivcr Sprinss sncrnnc Sun-
dry. AU lhree drowncd. Crlucr's body was accidenrly discoyered d a dcptl of 60
lccl and lbout 15 lccl Lom rhc mouth ol lhe o!c. I.le lrad a knifc wound on inch
wide .nd 2 inchcs dep in llE rlonach. The orher rwo vicrims scrc abonr l0 lici
!p! bur 45 feel dccper into lhe c.vc,

Ar.lysi.: Williams wai a diving inslrucior ad wa! ihe nosl expcricnced ofrlrc lrio:

l0



Slx teople dhang.d .rrbtrl.. all duirplns l rcir \pcnl drbide i.t. ! plnnr( l)ai
Wh.! lonr lii$ (lr)).lrmbcd trD.D thc io.k $herc th. catuidc bd!$xsselrn:.lhc
bas expl,)d.d in hn lice. l hcre rver€ no inirries

Aralysis. A.rlylcne fun)es ir.nr spenl .rrbidc rrc hrzridors.

Source Refon by D.i Coor).r

Ncr Mc\ico, Forl Slahron Cav.

Gnucr the least. All rhrcc wcr. .rpcricnccd in open Nalcr divins, bnr il is believed
that thcy nrd lnllc or no cave divins cxpcriencc. Thc Nalionnl A$ocirlion lorCivc
Divin8 had pluccd a siln ncdr nre sprin.! warnin8ofiis danscElor novice nivc6. Th.
Ncw Jc cy group isnood lhc advicc. Thcy did nol usc salcty lincs, rvore only sinele

rrnts, rnd uscd inrdcquar., coDm*c,!l lrghts.
Sevcral po$itlc cxplan,tions fo! (jraucfs kniie wound w.rc sivcn. l{n morrcr

stutcd n wasju( i kntch rnd probabty hrtpcncd ar t\e luneral homc. Thc Suuancc
Cou.ty \lrcrifl thouFht rlicN hrd bccn d ( rgllc lor surviv.l dltcr onc pcBon rrn oul
ol rn lnd trrd to tdkc rlrc ar tio'n onc oi his co.rpanions. T|c deputy sheriii
thourhl (;r,ucr. bcing thc lcasl c\pcricnccd, had Danicked and the other diler had
tried to trod hinr alons Fith the Lnite. A scuba shop o{.cr spcculrlcd rha! Craucr
tlcd ru esorpe Ir.Dr lhc divcr wirh the knnn. Any onc oa rhcsc c\plrnalions could
hnve hrtpcncdi no onc will ever kndw shar redlly happcncd ro thc drvcrs 1t is clcrr
thrt rl1 thrce underc nnrtcd thc hdzads ol c,vc divnrA. Thcsu Ner. th. l4rh, 151h.
and I6th drownrnrs in lhis cavc \inoe 1960

Sourc.s: Anon. (1972) I Je6ey OiveisFound lr&drWcrc L\plorin! Flord! Crvc
ClipfiDg fron unidcnlilicd newsDifer.

Anon.(19?2)lNJ Diveh DieinCavc;cul lndicales I'isht lror An. P/,rtulc4,/,r,
lrte ih( Dtlcttn.29 Au3. 1972. f. 31

Karasik, F.llcn. (19?2) Did Carele$nc$ Kill N J. Trio Expl(tring Pc lous O.can lsicl
Czvel Philod(lphia lnqunet I9 S.pl. 1972. pf. l. 6.

ShJrn, Eric. (1972) "Undcrtr,tcr Crve Chims livcrCrotrins Lisl oi vi.lifrs. .4r,
,,lrbot Nces. 3 Scpl l9?2, p I I

Anon. (1971) 'Wat Gins li Misl" Speleo-N.d.rla l Vol. l, No 2, pp l0_12. ('n

hlvc bcun stlinred ro ptvenl Posiblc lurth.r inlurv.

Source: Reton by Rodg.r Msson

wer Vngiria. Moyers Iwin W.lh Sundrv, I Dc.cDrbrr 1972

Bruce W Snlith (24) on r. impuhe drcidcd ro check oul lvor.rs Tqin \cll\' tle

Nas alone and onlv thc o$ner of thc prop.rl) kncw h0 rrs 1n lhc .,vr'
'Ih' clvc n s'rall b0l has threc fil\ trhirh lcquirc rolr'ls rith e\Plorcd thcs0

Ar hc \vrs lcaving. hc p nkcd uP thc n,rin slraft, r ?5 lmt droP- rsin! thr Tr\!\
Irusik nr.ll'od lrccausc i1 trould bc crrcr to ncgolirrc tlre lip rl llrc !Jp Whr' Snrirlt

vrs wilhh 2 fccl ol Ih. I.dgc, th. Irier. Allln locting l) onlrinsr holdi.! lris

dirpcr *al slint loscth* ur6crrwe{l ind ltcred Ih. !nl. olcn0d aod rclcrscd thc

srrrf ol hh rcri nin!. S rilh iDrnr.dirrcly tLrrnrd rPridc dovn Ili! nx,l slrrf thrn
dipp.d oli his lnol ind hc lell aboul 6? Jict lo lh. b.tn,Dr ol lh. slrilt

sn,nh l[llcnc inlo n brll is h. l!1!, bul h. dols not rc'r'.drb!r [ndins.r ]e.l

in! rn, prin Tho nli. i rpr.t ol llrc lill wrs rtrlrhrd hv lrir hrln)r1 Sniilli ll1rI
.o.jc.Nred thrr hc la.rl.d ir x cronrhcd posri.n *irh 111. tnl)JrL IL!'ir\ ltir! hN

h.rd. lcl1 kn.. rnd rilhr lir)l ll. sr\ I,nnrrblr unrons.hus lnl L5 (. l0 nrr'rr'\'
Uf.n r.!rinnr! ..ns.iLn'sn!s. Srnrh rcrli/rd h. hrd iruhil)lc rurl rid brnn'\, rid
li. \tr\l)..rcd thit hr hr.Lr bnJkcn irn. brikcn ribs,lntt 1\ffurn!(l n..k

Brcru$ h. {r\ rl(nrc. S nirl' J..nl.l 1o n,rkc 1n.tIrI r11. rl]r rr !rrrrrl orl
usinr ihc l.\x\ frtr\il nrclhoLl r!rii llr lincn.l his odr rc.iirnn! l!.r.r r' rr\

Icil iiol l rtrri hn b.lr. r 6 li).r t)i.{ .r l in.h n\ n,n $rt'bir':. Sn)rrlr nr.nl! i ..1,
\hirl, h. lrn.nr(l lo lh.,.r)c \ 1, r lJx.lrnLnn Inor Il. u\.d l]i\ lr(.rrrbrn.r.l
n.n lortnr! SM('ovrl .rft|incr lnr his \cal sli,r! All lhc rillirrr rrs (tonc usin:r

.nlr rh. .,rllrbl\' lishr .omi ! ,n lh. nn.'ll lrnl. i1 lh. rot) \idr. Sdrt| \ lrnrf I rJ

r.ni.Jl rlrrji| |i\ liLl ri(l li. rrrrnt i.,,lh.r lill,L nnLrt\ Sirith rls xbl. tl
,s(nd th. pl1 \n1.1) \rrlr hr\ lury rilg.(L \]\rrn' S irlr hr\l I vnill brcrk r 11i!

rn,), r),Lr r,, hr)l.D rrh\ llr\ n..L \)\ \rill l.r (h( nr\1 I nr, llr\.

,{nrlysis Ilr..JLii:,.r11!:. tr.\ rhr:.r rnt tr,{,,{ d 1lL.\\
hrlNl ii l ioro \.r. orhrr ..1!.^.LLl,nl' (lrr. rh. !.rr.rrv. h.\.rr\. .r 1r' :n.
ol lli. \lrll I\.LLd ,r\..i1 {,!1..!L.J ii ltllrl L,i \, 'i.ir 

htrrrtr'! I i.l
klllrn! thcir th.. .lL!lrr lrLrr. \r\ sk{!. lirl 'i x,i \r} nl I rrnrL ir I lrilxl
rrrn.r 1. h. \irh.i1 lrllr l rr l. Jrnr trrtr\1 hrNrhnr(rDLl ir] r.LLlur. 1.n\e\rnr
r.r.\n,nr\ thrl {fulti h., r hrll).(l l) .!.n1 th. liLl. I lrN n I r' thtrrL lr r' tlr'r1 rirr\

crrrbincr lr.,s Iiil.n oi i,o. l,Ln .\.r i .L \i1rr1tri. ,,\ {lr\rr h.d rl!n. 1S.nltr'orr,'L
rrlrrh NDl) I nr.rlLl rro r\ra r n.rr r.p'Llr )lr urrl)r..r. Ir i)] 1.,n 1.,,p hitl b..n
litltrcriln.ry,.rrhrkl,L,Lr,nrrl{d,,r \\l[I\.tklliJr.\]\.dn,.\.rLJl'I.li..r
,, .h,.1! lo.r rrt,tr.J t .L.llr " iSnrn,)

Sin.. th. Anrcricrn CavnU,\ccidt ( \.r. lirn.,)Drl)iL(\l ln 1967. rhtr,\ rl'(
litrl x..nllnl involvi]rg x $L,r.x\.r Sr,irlr:lrNcLl [.oI rultrr]rnr .r\i.! rltil.
hx\irrl onl) .n. lirhr !n1tu. r d rnr! l.'rllt Ittril)rr?nri h,isr!.r r lc\\ r\l,dr
i. .cd .rvc. rould pi(n)rbl! n.r hJvr r\rri(Jlrd l,irL{11 lr,. th( t,trtli.rn,.n1

Source Rcfo by llrtr.. \l. Sdrnh

PhilliD Nerlc. Ill ( l3). Rod!e, Muson, rnd rwo oihes had bc.n .rv1ng rlld!y in
Forl Slanlon Crvc Alier rerinA nr the top ofTscnty Srcps, thcy onc ar a li'nc dcs
..n'led rhc nrudd, slopc Nealc, who was thc la( lo dcscend, Nas aboul ]lall wxy
io\n Nhenhc kxi tra.li{nr and lwisrcd hir ioot lt*rsdo!€ nnrcd thrt his lool $rs
1)robahly spranred or brolien brr i1 srs nol splihled. IIh Ihrcc co ipa.ion\.aricd
hnn rbout a hall nrile ro th. enlrancc. Nealc uas rakcn ro thc hospitrl al ItollonLn
Air Forc. Base \rhtrc ir Na\ lerrned lhxr he |nd brokdn his linn

Analysis: II Nerl. Md bcen scaring Drop.r bools instcad ol slreet shocs with crcpc

nnes, he probrbly would not hrvu bccn inj!rcd. lven though thc p!s+c betN.o.
nre sne or the ac.idcnl und thc c.lrlncc was larse wrlking pasa-!e, his ioot should

l2



Sa,urd.y, l0 D(cohbq 1972

Henry llctnind€z, lr. (17), Mid@l Brupinai (15), and lohn whecler (16) ledncd
lbouI rhc t lGlooI dccp l:i*hq'i Pil trom Mri. M.bry,lhe owncroadt c!*. The,
lsurcd hq lh.r th.y {cN crpciciccil cNtB and kNw whal thcy Er doi.g Thc
boys nlnugcd 10 gci dowtr thc fil3l d.op, stpDoscdly usins r crude ropc lrdder'
Ildrnandcz rhctr rricd ro ncsotialc lhc ncrr diop by grabbinS a binch ski iopc and
src0pinB orcr 0'c ledsc, Hc fcll nboul 35 fEl, lrndiry on hit hc.d.

Mrr Mabry norifEd llr rurhorilics ol doul 2 p.m. Tnc boy wat rcmoved b,
nc'nbc8 of two lirc dcp.rtmcnr* l,y 4:25 p..r. Ilc w.s in a (omo ,nd shoscd sirns

of *vcrc shock bul diod brfore gcllins to thc lrospilal.

Amly3i3: Thc boys sB'inc\pcicnNd te o*rdnlidcrl in lhcitah nici Thcy did
nol harc rhc propcr cquilnrcm lor vcrliul cavinA.

Sourccsr Rcpo( by (;lcnn Drril.k
lrlc'Dinr. Sl.vc, {1973) Accid.nr RclDn-' 7r. Id,t4s C,!.r, Pn, 37-18.

Tex!\ Dcld Dccr Cavc Sundiy. 3l DcccmDcr 1972

Summary

ftB isue or A .iu Crvhg Accidetra. @nrlins thc t'Pon! of 23 incidenls

" 
ir,.'*.r'otv r.ur., f,-" been dividcd into lwo parls' Tn' Iiri plrt givcs sratit'

ti.r"",r'"t"*.r***.denls l'o, crch rcciJ(nl rcno thc'cnone'nlr' undcr

.ii*,-". ."iLr'. *a l"v "t rhc w.ct clasin@rion oraN'id'nrs bv crur tnd con_

lriburory @use i. opcn ro . lot of subicctivc inlctprehrion of lhc individual rq'ons
rine orien an aeacnl occured onlv afier a conbinaion of ewnls lrrd l{kcn plac''

Tnc $.ond part of lhe sutrnsrv tlbl€s dcah wilh lhc lccidcnt vicli s ln cach

c csory, thcrd is onc cnlry for cach vidini.
ile aay "r 

lrt" vcct< thc occidcu occurcd lnd thc $x otrhe vi'ri uo rc*
Lalcorici. bul rhk info ulion hr! bNn compilcd frofr lltr oldcr rcporl' lnd ir
rcfi.:.luJ r lhe lablc5 rro\rns rololr tlom t96? lo lq72'

su!$!lion\ for inrprovcm;nr or mo'jiftrJlDn !i ltrc \u mlrv or rnv prn of 'htr
*.-i "" ,"r-." ,na .t.uld bc ldd'hsd lo llrc Nrlionrl SpeLolo8icrl Somtv

rclv atrd Tcchnhu$ Conln llcc. Crtc Avenu. llunl(villc. Abb'Im 35810'

t967-t912 1912

On N.! Ycrlr [s. svcn hish rclDol boys lioD Srn Anlonio hd lo br rc*ued
by Civil D.tuns volnnreE. Tnc qv. was postcd bur rhc youd's cnrol'd wnhoul
Fnnission, 1I.e of llr boys mrnlrrd ro dinrb{ n,pc up drc ?5-aoor snafr. bur thc
ori.r aour we!. tDo tired.

Analyiis: Tltr boys had no knowlcdAc ol rhr 3I!nd.rd ycni.ll rcclr.iqo$, Tlrii was
lhc *cond rio. silhin rltrN yqd rh.r . rcslc trrs nclrhry lor rlris pit;rwo sin-
ilnr incidcnrr lol,onrd in (nc fi6r nronths ol 1971.

Sourcc: Anon, {1973)'Noricc." Thc Tcxos (br.r, p,4A.

ACCIDT,NTS

CcncEl..,,.
verlic{l,,...
Diving.,....

Frll ......
I:illins rcck or oDjcrl
l:nilue of rrDD.l or prusi*

t9'12

56
l9
t0

t6
l2
8

8

3

2
t2
0

l0
I

40
25

3

6
6

8

t2
9

2

5

2

I

0
1

I
0
3

0

2

I

5
I

0
0
3

A larBc Broup oI clycft tronr thc Uoiveriry ol T.xas wcrc pncri.ing rcnical
I.chtriqu.s in Pumlin !ir. Tfu pit lu!a brgc, sidc cntranesnich drops 50 fecl toa
be{kdoqn{{vcrcd no.r. Sin@ thcrc wee moe Foplc rltrn st' ofrni.llge .
cqripmcnl lud lo bc tissd up lnd down thc roF", A sl ofcquipDrent wus Nccidcnl-
rlly dropncd lnd nil I c.wr b.lov on rhehand. TIE inprcr wls hard cnough,nd
slrnlins cnourlr Io *nd IiD inlo shock. lle rcmllncd sJr.d, btrt when hkcompan-
ions tricd lo qucrlion hinr. lr wcnt linD a.d ilu,nped ro h sidc. ttc camc b&k h
nornul {iihir a fcN nrinutcs,

Tnc lcllow hlil ,roblrly sone into psychoeenic shoct shcre a sudden dibtion
of llE blood vcsls nromcntarily intcEuprs ltc flow ofbtood lo thc brrin ousing
tuitrtinE. ljoflu,atcly wlNn tlE body ges Intrn thc ht@d 3uppty ro thc bBin is
ntrprovcd rnd tlE faim [,Isss.

Atr.lFh: |.lliry objccts alc Dne of thc greatcsl haardr in erptorins pirt

Soure: Anon. (f973) "Aeidenr-Pumkin Pir, Wst TeMs," hEUe Eo,th No. l.
!p.61-62.

L\posur. lnd/oi crtrusrio.

Asphyrirrion- .

Ill.eis..-.-..
Dro{nirg, . - .

Animal itilc*s

Climbin! unrop.d,
clving rlone. .

Lxcccding ubilili.s (in.xperienc(),.. . .

InadcqurB €quipmcnl
worn cquipmcnr
Bd rcltlrcr (includiq floodi.S) -.-.,.....
Erpo$rc and/o, exhlustion
Loosing *!y, . .

l.l



t 1-1912
5

5

10

i
l8

,1

3

l2
6
9

1

8

6
tl

1

5

0
9

3

t0
24
3l
ll

l2l
l4

3

8

50
9

22
6

5

l3

1967-t972

51
31
27

68
8

18
2t

1972
0
1

0
2

0

1

2

2

I
2

1

2

2

0
2

0
5

2

I
0
0
2
0

6

30

3

0
15

3

1

0
2

8

1972

19
14

23

I

6

Affiliation with Caving crcup
Contriburory Caue (conl'd)

Light lailu@, .

Party too lrry€
Party seprraled
O.lrins sluck .

Huriy......
Poor judsenr€nl .

January.....
Fcb'arr....
Mar.h......
Atril ......
Muv.......
1unc...........

Unaffiliated . ,

Menter ol Cavins croup -

Estinat€ of Expeiene

.,!ly.

Nlonday.....
Tuc ay.....

Thlrsday. . . .

Fridry.....,
Saturd2y . . .

Sunday.. ..
Unknorvn. . . .

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Mal........
Fenrale....
Unknown . .

''Boysorreenag.A . t...............,
U der 15... .........
''Yoin9 or .ollege .!.
2l-25
26-30
lt-15

t6 a



Appendix

Florida Cave Diving
Fatalities

Accidcntd drownins *lilc SaUBA divin! h rubmcrlcd undcrytuund crvss is r
fujor troblon in No.rh Ccnlral I:ktri,lr. IIc nniquu tlrpoer3phy in lhir r!$ lurcs
divcs lioh rrrnd llrc suld ro c\ri,c lhusc rry{rl rl.ir u.d0tlnnrnd Mlurs
Dyn.nri. y.un! nrcn, oftcn cquip|Ed \vilh lilllc nxnc rhrn cnlhurirsn. cnlcr 1|csc

cnvcs only ro bc rc rov.d as lifcless vidinr. llo( i R1r*pcclivc sludius hrvt in-
v.srisared divirs accidcnrs in scn.rrl Nillr $Dr trr.nrnJn .l ivc nivnrrr rc(idcnki
howcvci. ln0. inlirnrrrn)n nivaihblc rcslrdnir thr di!rn! rrcid.nr hv,nrnrr: n d.r
vrtcr .!vc* lo lc n Nm ahout lh. totnrirl luhr.l\ or ev. diyi'1r. r {arc! {r\
bceun on hh ary l. 1960 rhis invcstigJln,n i\i ronrnurnE prrc.r.r'rh. l,l,;dl
Stalc llorrd ol llcrll[. rhc NJrn,Dl  s{,.i!rton lor Cn'c Dirnr! nnd rh. l.lorid]
Skin Divc6  s$cirtn'n rhis dar, hrs bccn.ollecr.d throush thcclli) sol nrJn!
pcBons rso.irlcd *ill llrcs groups

Pr€limin!ry otlicrlion of atr rccidcnt involvrn! r divsr in tr .r!c is eirher
throurh nowfaltr arrirlr\ or a call lron rlo !hgilr-\ o[ftr. Pr.hn)nrxr! nolilica-
ltun is lncn inn)eu un by r qncsrn,nn.ic ,cDorr lom nrrilcd .irh(, ro.rn oll'.irl
or t, r dilor \th. trr\ on lh! sNnc. This irli)flnrriun..ldr! tr'nh llc.okrncai
rcporl. is lfun lil.d tu rn individurl lllc. Olrcn qtr.{ionntrn.s rr( dr (.rurnrd.
and officixls *nn no tno{lcdgc or ditin! !c.irlcnrs iry .on,n{ d.riil\. obvn,u\ly
thc oosl conlrrctc informrtion .oDrcs lr.nr lhe divcrs nDknrs lhc rc..vc!) or lhe
survivins div.h on rlrc r.cne Ihcn lnowlc(lsc ol cquipm.nl rnd ir\ (o dirnnr is

crlreDcly vdluhlc in .onrphtnrN rlro rccnlcDr lilc This lilr n r.vicqod !Dn!ull:"
rnd r rumnrlry rct,on irgivcn lhc Anntrrl ScDrinrr dn Crrc l)ivi,rg Uronsored
by lhc Nrriunal Aso.iation lor Cav. Divin!.

Sprnn,n8 ! lwclvc-ycar Friod fro,n rrnur4 l. 1960 lo Dccctrrbcr ll. 1971.
thcrc hrvc hNn 79 dcJrk dn.{ly associltcd rvnh dilinr in undcrwatcr cavc\.
lhrcu!hout thc l2-ye,, nrrory ol crv. divins r.crdcnrs rhcrc hr\Dc.n lirrlc ch!n!c
tron rhc r!.hgc o1 6.58 dcrtns pcr ycrr. c\ucpr in Ih. year 196? lscc lirurc l)
t L\e.urivc Dirourd, NirurJl ,\socirrn r lor (rvc Divrni

t2

tl
t0

liguc l. Fk)ridn C.llc Diynrs D. ths vs. Year

Thn .uuld tr\\iu] br rD rni{'rr:'n" nttliQlnnt \in( lhr t,.pulntlt .l ir. dirinr
hr\ rn.(r\c [n] lalJ sirlxn r llrrll.l infcr.c in u{ lnnr! d!trrls lh(
.cr\r fttr rlr \luhr nrcfu\c\ rn unc\flrnJblc. Posiblc rcr\ hr 1|. J$-_ncc
o! ! .otrrintrnl ir.!c!s. wirh th. rrcJ\c nr divnrs popuhnly n lhc J\riihilily or
bcllcr dircr c(itrcrlion. cspc.i.rlb lh. u(tvenl .l cr!c dl!cr clu(rlnin rtrd lhc inI
fn,vc nrnl ol c!v. divnrr .qt"ffrril tlnril N(. rly. rn)( \t,rch 1! r(tui|lncnr trscd

lor crr diviru Nrs dcslncd rnd btrill hy Ih. itulivrdu.rl u\ins il I rir lcd lo lrr
Dx{Nc or lir|r\ .n Lnrc\ and olictr rclrlk\l h (ln.rs br..rnir: l(xr r n'n ir!.trl
ol trn Dnr^ !l'o rrt n.s .nrcrinr ftrr.' in trrl' b.rrrr oll tl'rn ,ltro\ oi rhr trn
b.(tr{ ol hrrrur.Jr. dilnr! tqui0n.trr ,{nl []inn,:,

lr is iirtrrliinl rl'rr rhc 79 !tr\( dniij '1..'rh\ rrR rhr rc\'ll .l . l! 57 r..i
dc r\ thn trxn\ rhrr rl o{ 4o 0c(cnr (n rhr lrrc rlnir: J..nlcnr. r.n'hud in
nut rlrrn tnrc ldJrh In xll rlrer. lL,,L. I'r.n l0 (loublc lntrtniir\.... rrit)l. rnd
th. \.^l r((nl.rl i! d^ing hn1,,r! r ( hrnn'r\ ucalnn, thrl rn(l.rl rlrc iircs oJ

J,,ur tlnivrhir, ol (;cor!fu ntrdr r\ ll)0 lcrr rDlo r rr\.. f\..1 thr\. l,oy\ hi
uscd dirin! !(ltripnrcrr ld thc Jir{ tirnd,,rlJ rh. drt lrch,c n[nr \,itrU \r] 1|rl
lhn sxs llrc l,urldy \jalcnr rnd ns liltrrc itr r r. so^t nrnr- ho\(v.r ir i\ r,r,l,rblr
drtr. .oinurndnr! rdc h) lrorh (liv.r o rhlr ntrcnrl,ri 1,)

k.rt, ul) $uh.rch orhrr.
(ouli n'rrurn\ rndj'xlrrnetrr fh, .r [J],tr n,l! in rhr.. i.'rt dnnr! r,.nint\:'

lr \oul(l ,'t,t,..r rn,n lrbfu I rhl r[i' h I'rn,rIl\ rhr .J\u I \.'nninrr rht Lnr.
cl,)$ll o. \(r. ih!r Il'r J.!c:rrf lur l5 r' l? i. ,r{,$ 5lt t,.r..nr ol rlr.
t,rJl tr l'+ oj .r\. dnn! J..'1ir\ (),r. !rt) l,trrlr.r r rl'.rr.\ rll,r ?l Nr.nr.r'
.'ll .rr. ntr nr n.rlh\ [.rr 1. 1,]trnr ,1tr(^ h.r\ucn rrr r!.\ or l5 Jnd l|. onl\
r \i\J.rr \,.1d. I ).\r .tr. Lhr (lilr^ \ln rtr{ 1,. r..rriL.\l in(l .{itrL.Llrtl rlit!Lr th.
hrzrnl\ nL !ri. divtri! ,\D\ .r,( (Ltrr f rD{r!.r.r {'ll rrl \,,r r r. r f.,1trn(\ N.L
hri hly (1.\ir.'l). (h.Lrr.l.rnri! trr , (r\. rlryiflr ntr{l.nr.



Table I
Cave Diving Fatalities

Listed By Age

Table 2

Cave Diving Fatalities
Listed By Residence

4S!
l5-17

18,20

2t-23

24-26

27-29

30-32

3t-35

16,38

39-4r

42-44

48-50

5t-12

TOTAL

NUMBDR OF FATALITIES

24
1l
!t

14
5

1t
60

6
2

L
t1

23

rL
46

18

9
q

31

29

12

8

I

1

I

0

I
0

!

31
9

_5!
106

Non,residenh ol FIo da

79

Table 3

Caye Diving Fatalities
Lhted By Monrh

Ollrcr D,hnrcrch whicn can bc c\anincd lo dcrcrninc paltcrns tor rhes a.ci
dcnls arc: lhu monrh ot lhe yc!r, ltrc day of rhc ve.k, llrc tocation oathc najoriry
ot Ihc ,ccidcnls, rnd whclher or nor the victim was r.nritilr widr thc cnvironhent.
I \t, nl ro' rl'.. 'J.c u ,',0 r(\id,rr Jn(r. rhesc pardmcrcrq JII n.\c rhc rc\utr un.uould (\flrl l{crdcnr\ .. I'o1dJ n,or .tren r"rr rt,c ouLotnxl.r ,Jt \(Um
ro lnc l)lorid! c.vcs Ged Tlblc 2). Howcver, a sasonat trend is indicatcd tor ac.!
denrs involvi.g nonjcsidents cce Tabte 3). The iourbt comes lo Florida to ftv ih€
h JJriul sdrcrs ol rhc Sun,hrnc Srdre J1d rn!reJd oi Aoinc to rte (ey., he wrn;s JpinrhecrvN 4ro. qoutd be e\p.cred. rhe naiu rynt rheac.idcn.cr05pei.enrl
hippcn on wcclcndr *h.n rre mdiorirJ or the dtre. are beine mdde rfc.tibte 4r

lierc sccDs lo be a nugneiic !finction ror $mc peopl; lo tegcdy, becaus
lhc norc oftcn pcople drovn in d panicular calc an.t ttre more pubticity ir lrouses,
lhc morc divcs it .xrr.rs. Con*qucntry the morc popular divs nt.sarc very bcnisn
nres. yor rhr\' c rhe on'r \hirn ctrrm rhe mo! lne\ r\ee Iabh 5r. 4r woutd ac
crpe.rcdi mosl cavc divins is bcing donc in tnc Slwa.ec Riler and Sanl! I.e River
arers wlerc tho spinss and sinks !rc heavily conccntral.d (se€ Irisurc 2).

Tlc laBc pe.ctntaac or eve dilins .te.rk i.volves youns, inexp.iicnced divcrs.
who vcnture into popular cavc divjns locariod with thcir buddy Nho is equally in-
espciiened. Thcy bolh go b.yond lie poinr of tncir capabilirics only lo hav€ u
accidenr Nhich could lhve bccn pevcntcd by sood judgcment. TheE werc ?9
diving d..lh in the lwclve-y.ar pcriod bel*ccn 1960 and t9?1.

t0
5

3

2

3

8

0
0

5

8
3

I

0

0
5

TOTAL 3l

20 a 2l



2<

ai

% OF TOTAL

Table 4

Cave Diving Fatafines
Lhted by Day of the Week

CAVEFATALITIES

36-8

28.9

5.3

0.0

18.4

5.3

5,3

28

22

0

Dd

g

3

I

?

TOTAL 76 100.0

Cave divints can be a ,ery safe and enjoyable sport when il is approached in rhe
proper mrnner wiln lhc corrcct tmirins andequipmcnt and malure jud8ement. Cave

divins has a reputation for beinB a hazardons spon; nowever, rhe pdmary rcason
ror this repltation is because of pre$ senstionalilm and the tendency for nany
persons 10 cxaaeoat€ lhe nufiber of accidents to reDoners lnd other writes.

t; ,!; 9q. - ::; --ee J

E:qE;ieE !i;::EEi:;i;Eisie
H{gg?EE:!:i:iEedEi! E9i!di
E 3€: F; € 3 6: -E P:.8-.r::: g: !E qY
g {.s !f f r j;;!-i!'rs2 i:; Ft; s-".r

i !gE iI:$} E: iEi ! E s;s i: E 
gi 

E

2l

9"

fEi4

EE

22



tr

o

,,1

x

7*

Suwlncc ltiv{ Arca
LnU€ Riw. Spring
Pe,6ck Stoulh
Manal.e SDrils
Ito.k }lufl Sfring
Iraldrouth Sprine

slntx I:e RLlcr Arca

Dcvih hyc Sprin!
l.lntuckncc River Arc!

.lugg l{olc Sprin!

Rltrc Sprins (VolLda)
Pon.c dc Lcod Sprins

Morhon Srrins
!Lu. Sprines (rlolrnes)

tilielcs Ncn Sink

lrluc Sprnrg (!adnon)

[fc]ridcs Slou8h

l4
9
l
2

2

6
4
2

6

5

1

z
-l
o2

2-

i-

lrl,l

Rluc Hole Pond

4

2

2

1

t*

I

* Nn rcr .lxssilicd as open latcr xc.idcnis

Figtrre 2. Diving Accidents tnvolving Spdngs and Sinks Classified By
Regions
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NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Accidenl ReDorI Fornr

Day oiWeek:

Cave: S1.1.:

Rcporred by:
Name

City Srrre _ Zip

D.scribe the accidenr as conrpterely .s possible on rhc back of lhis !i,rm or ()n a scparate sheel. If possible obrain
informaiion fronr tho* involved. Use nddirkrn.l sllecls il necess!ry. A report in the style of "American Caving

Accidents" is ideal. The lollownlg checklist is suggesled !s u guidc li)r infor rrion lo be included:

( ) [vcnls l€ding lo nccidcnl. Locluon rnd cofldiln,trs nt .t've.

Thc Accideni

( ) Dcscriplion ofhow il occunld.
( ) Nahrc ot iirrics sushincd.
( ) Analysis of main caus(.
( ) Contriburory cnuscs (physic lcondiln)o ofcnvcr. wc!lhcr. cquipnrctrl. !blhin8.

crc)
( ) Whai night havc hccn done 11) prcvcnl lhe xc.idenr.

( ) Actions lbllowinB nccidcnt.
( ) Peisons {:o,rl.cted lor hclp. A oowch rl m.y bc helpful.
( ) D€laik of rcscue proccdurcs.

Funhcr dchils wcrc rcporlcd h:
( ) Ncwspapcrs ( ) Crotto newslcllcr I ) Olher

(Pleas. cnclose copics il possiblc.)

Pleass rerunr compleled reporl Io lhc NSS as Sefcty {nd Tcchniques Connnitlec

roon rs po6siblc after lhc accid€nl. National Sp.leological Society
Cavc Avenoc
Hunlslille. Alabami 35810

Name G) ofpeEon G) Sex Injuries or


