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Abstract 

Cave Valley Cave was one of the first caves discovered and 

surv�yed in Nevada. It is about 3,000 feet long and consists of 

low wide rooms and immense chambers that are bewildering to ex-

plorers. Cave Valley Cave was discovered by members of the second 

White Mountain expedition of the Latter Day Saints Church on April 

14, 1858. The next important visit to the cave was in 1969 when 

it was surveyed and explored by 23 members of the Wheeler Survey 

to a distance of 3,000 feet from the orfice. An interesting 1890 

article relates the exploration of the famous mud-plastered shaft 

and reports it to be 94 feet deep. F.C. Schrader, of the U.S. 

Geological Survey, visited the area in 1930. He states that the 

contains an estimated 200,000 cubic yards of clay, and that 

maximum thickness is 40 feet or more. A partial analysis of 

clay had revealed 27.8 percent'aluminum oxide, 0.4 ounces 

small 

silica, 

of 
-, 

to the ton, 0.251 percent of uranium oxide, and 

of iron, phosphorous, lime, magnesium, and and 

of gold, copper, arsenic, antimony, and vanadium. In 1942 

L. 	 and Earl L. Hubbs discovered a new cave species of poly-

milliped (Tidesmus hubbsi) deep within the cave. In 1953 

California-Nevada 	 Speleological Survey - 1952, and in 1954 W.R. 

reported on the stalagmitic form, termed cave money, a 

flat multi laminated formation about the size of a half dollar. 

) 



Introduction 

Cave 'tlalley Cave is "a remarkable cavern in a remarkable 

country" (Lange, 1953). It is located somewhat east of center 

in a vast area called the Great Basin Section of the Basin and 

Range Province (Fenneman, 1931). This area covers about 150,000 

square miles and is characterized by linear, north-Bouth trending 

block-faulted mountain ranges which are separated by closed 

valleys. The mountains are typically rugged, one range exceeding 

-13,000 feet in altitide. The valleys are generally high, 3 6 
" 

thousand feet in elevation - thus it isn't uncommon to find 
...1or vtl" t" 

5,000 to 6,000 feet"rel.raf within a few miles. The climate is semi-

arid, and in Cave Valley the precipitation probably averages B - 9 

inches per year. 

Cave Valley Cave has a preponderance of names - among them are: 
, 

Mfu�oth Cave of Nevada, Mormon Cave, Great Cave of Nevada, Wheeler 

Cave, Patterson Cave, and W'hi te Mountain Cave. This cave is 

approximately 3,000 feet long. It isn't famed for its size or 

beauty, but for the deep, viscous orange mud with which the cave 

is well supplied. This clay has been associated with unsucessful 

mining ventQres. The cave is developed in Pole Canyon Limestone 

of Middle Cambrian age (Kellogg, 1964), as are most of the caves 

in eastern Nevada, especially those formed in the imposing Snake Range. 
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Early History 

Cave Valley Cave was discovered by members of the second 


White Mountain expedition of the Latter Day Saints Church on April 


14, 1858. This information was recently obtained by Keith Trexler, 


(1966, p. 6) formerly chief Park Naturalist, Lehmen Caves NatiDnal 


Monument, whorhad compiled a commanding treatise on Lehman Caves. 

This information was supplied by one George Washington Bean to 

the famous Mormon leader. Effie Read (1965, p. 135) 

fiistory of White Pine 

Brigham Young, 

in her 

V�ept a 

and 
naked 
suits 
deer; 

County, also states that William H. 

diary and recorded in part: 

"Wednesday, May 19 • The Indians say the cave is 
inhabited by another race of beings who live there always, 

that a long time ago two squaws went into the cave$ 
and after several weeks came out dressed in buckskin 
and reported a fine open country, pine trees, and 
and no one can pursuade the Indians to the contrary. 

The cave has been explored about half a mile without find­
ing its end. It has many rooms and side passages which 
makes it very intricate• • . •  " 

q 73 



The nearly forgotten explorer, James H. Simpson, crossed 

the breadth of the Great Basin, a distance of 531 miles, in 

1859. He (Simpson, 1876, p. 61-62) substantiates the discovery 

of Cav� Valley Cave: 

"It is reported by some of the mail company that 
there is a cave, about three days travel' to the south 
of Steptoe Valley, into which persons have traveled a 
mile; some say as many as 3 miles, when they came to 
a precipice, which prevented them going further. They 
rolled rocks down, and the lapse of time before strik­
ing the bottom showed the depth to have been very great. 
There is said to be a number of rooms, in one of which 
is a beautiful�spring. It was found by some persons 
who came from Fillmore City and traveled west• . . . /I 

This proves that even 110 years ago the size of a cave gets 

bigger after each telling. 

The next important visit to the cave was in 1869 when it was 

surveyed and explored by 23 members of the Wheeler survey to a 

distance of 3,000 feet from the orfice nvheeler, 1899, p. 25). 

This was one of the first, if not the first speleological survey 

in the far west. The surveyor, P.W. Hamel, must be given credit 

for his accurate work under difficult conditions. 

In the years that followed, several writers dealt heavily 

upon the Indian legends that concern the cave. William Min'-turn 

(1877, p. 184-188) narrates the cave nicely and adds the story 

of "Cave Indian", who lived underground "in the cavernous paradise 

of small ponies and beautiful squaws". After "Cave" escaped 

from this "paradisell, Indians held a fear of the cave and couldn't 

be persuaded to enter or go near the cave again. 

Henry T. Williams (1877, p. 173) briefly mentions the 

Manuno,-"th Cave of Nevada and thought that "in a short time must 

become a place of public resort". 
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Eistory 

George A. Crofutt (1878-9, p. 3l4 ) published an overland 

tourist guide and p¨.giarized Minturn's article. Two years 

later the great historical publishing firm of Thompson and 

vlest (Angell 1881) published the voluminous 

On pages 484 and 652 Cave Valley Cave is mentioned. It is said 

that a plank had to be laid over the deep shaft to get beyond, 

and that sha had lately been explored 

about 90 feet d©ep. 

(The Pioche Week Record, 

the and found to be 

In 1890 1890) a person who 

penned his name as "R.", maybe ash2,.:nt.2d to present his whole name, 

presented a somewhat fictional account of Cave Valley Cave. 

Rocks dropped down the shaft are not heard to strike bottom, but 

the sound of running water suggested a stream, possibly needing 

a boat for exploration! Dreams of great mine wealth lies 

deeper in the cavern. 

One month later a ªugene Howell (1890) sent a letter of 

rebuttal to the editor of The Pioche Weekly Record concerning the 

of Nevada. 

Mr. 

cave article <by fiR. II. Possibly Hm-lelll s trips into the cave 

are the most thorough explorations that had ever been made in 

Cave Valley Cave. His interesting and amusing story is presented 

in entirety below which was under the heading 

the Paper • 

"Communication" in 

"Seligman, Nevada, Harch 21, 1890 
Editor, Record 

"I note in the Record of 8th inst., a communication 
from one over the signature 'R' in regard to the cave 
near Patterson in Cave Valley never having been thoroughly 
exglored, and in referenc2 to the deep shaft or crevice 
in«cave, in the fact, that rocks have been thrown down 
same and never heard to strike bottom, and that it is 
known there is running water in this shaft and probably 
deep enough to float a boat. 

75 
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"Now this is all bosh; and for the benefit of 
the person who styles himself 'R', I will say, that 
in company wi th D. C. McDonald nm'l of Ely, we have 
together been over e"AcJ!'nch of this same cave upon two 
different occassions, in March 1879 and April 1880. 

"The last visit we left Bristol with 400 feet 
of rope, tar balls, blue lights, picks, shovels, &c, 
for the purpose of making an exhaustive examination 
of the bottomless pit and cave in every part. 

"We spent ten days in this examination and three 
in the cave at one tiwe, without coming out, having 
supplied ourselves with sufficient provisions, and 
quenching our thirst with the seepage water that 
abounds in parts of the cave. 

"We did not find any murnillies, or petrified 
Indians, or wild beasts, or sharks, or living whales, 
or anything of that kind, nor no more show to float 
a boat than pn the top of Jeff Davis Peak. 

"We found the pit instead of reaching to China, 
to be just 94 feet deep on the perpendicular, and 
anybody that Êappens to go down will find our names 
at the bottom in a can on the northeast side stuck 
in the clay. This pit goes a few ft. farther, on 
an incline, an angle of 28 degrees, in the shape of 
a funnel until it ends short. McDonald got down the 
shaft and couldn't get out, and I had to go to Parker 
station and get men to pull him out. 

"When I got back at the mouth of the shaft, 
McDonald was in the bottom, s\vearing like a trooper, 
with his candle out. But we soon lowered the rope 
and McDonald tied himself in with a saddle cinch and 
we coËÌenced to haul. He could have climbed the rope 
easily but it was all covered with wet clay and too 
slippery to hold. 

"But the 'yahoos' who went T,vi th me were afraid 
of petrified Indians, or getting pulled in, or one 
thing or other, that it took me about an hour to 
get any work out of them; but we finally landed 
McDonald safe and sound and so plastered with clay 
that he resembled a grave digger more than anything-
else, or a man with the la grippe. 

"There has not been a foot of this cave that 
we have not been over from one end to the other, and 
I will say this; that McDonald and I will take a 
contract to explore any cave on the coast, and when 
any tenderfoot commences to give us the Rider Haggard 
or Jules Verne business on a Cave that we know some­
thing about, it is time for him to quit, or hie him­
self back to the wilds of Minnesota or the forests of 
primitive Wisconsin." 

Major Howard Egan explored in the West from 1846-1878. 

During this time he collected "The Indian Story of a Great Cave" 
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blind 

(Egan, 1917). An Indian chief had two squaws, one old and one 

young and beautiful, who were always fighting which made the 

chief very angry. The chief gave the young squaw a hard beating 

and said nOvl let there be peace or there will be something worse 

coming. The young squaw, leaving her one year old son, went into 

the cave to die. After a long time of traveling, she entered 

another country with strange animals and met a man whose wife had 

died recently, and who cared for her and bought clothes for her 

that covered tITe body from neck to ankle. One day the beautiful 

squaw began crying, and asked to return to her people, especially 

she wanted to see her son. Eventually, she made the trip back 

through the cave and found her husband's band of Indians who 

were surprised to see her dressed so fine and beautiful. The 

Chief's older wife had by now died and the young squaw continued 

to live with the chief and her son. 

At the turn of the century, the inha.bi tants from the new camp 

of Southern Klondike celebrated the 4th of July with a trip to the 

nev' bolammoth Cave (Belmont CouJ'Ler, 1900 i also mentioned by Myles I 

1968). This is a ficticious accountl which, in part, follows: 

"The cave in itself is a wonder. It has an under­
ground passage a mile in length by a half mile in breadth. 
Mr. George Ladd was the first to make the perilous descent. 
When he reached the surface an agreeable surprise was in 
store for llS. He had found a stream of water teeming with 
fish, which were without eyes. Nevertheless, they were of 
the fi-nest flavor to be found in any county. fI , 

Now, indeed, a party of people that can rise at 4:00 a.m., 

climb a 7,000 foot peak, return to eat breakfast, travel at least 

170 miles to a cave - by horse and buggy, explore a cave and have 

a fish-fry, return 170 miles, partake in a sumptous repast 

beneath the joshua trees, participate in athletic events, and 



(Tidesmua 

Valley. He notes 

to another world 

and that one main 

the people are also 

Earl L. Hubbs dis­

hubbsi 

This is the only 

author knows. 

became knovm as 

early as the 1930's" 

information and a 

State Museum) on 

pertain to archaeology, 

continue dancing until daylight the next day, they have to be 

some remarkable individuals. 

Recent History 

The next important report on Cave Valley Cave was by F.C. 

Shrader (1931), of the U.S. Geolo0ical, when he visited the 

Patterson mining in Lincoln County for an investigation of radillill 

reserves in 1930. He states that the cave contains an estimated 

200,000 cubic yards of claYr and that the maximum thickness is 

40 feet or more. A partial analysis of the clay had revealed 27.8 

percent altLminum oxide, 0.4 ounces of silver to the ton, 0.251 per­

cent of uranium oxide, and a small quantity of iron, phosphrous, 

lime, magnesium, and silica, and traces of gold, copper, arsenic, 

antimony, and vanadium. 

In connection with aboriginal studies in the Nest, Julian 

Steward (1930, p. 13) mentions the cave in Cave 

that legends are recorded that this cave leads 

where superior and well-dressed people lived, 

Indian Village near the cave is called Daint; 

called Daint. On June 25, 1942, Carl L. and 

covered a new species of polydesmoid milliped 

deep within the cave (Chamberlin, 1943, p. 36). 

occurrence of this troglodyte as far as the 

It wasn t t until the early 1950ls that Nevada 

an important speleological state. However, as 

the late Sidney M. Õllieeler began compiling 

bibliography (unpublished manuscript, Nevada 

Nevada caves. Most of his published articles 
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and he hadn't published any material on Cave Valley Cave. 

Don Emerson and c)mpany, from the Southern California Grotto, 

visited several Nevada caves on Labor Day weekend in 1951 (Emerson, 

1952). Accoring to William Halliday (\vri tten communication, 1969) 

it was Donss trip that brought the eastern Nevada area to the 

attention of organized speleology. Emerson visited Cave Valley 

Cave, and by a set of old survey marks found the cave 2,250 feet 

long with 750 feet of side passages. He recorded a cave temperature 
of 


of 49 degrees F. and a relative humidity­about 95 percent. 


In 1952, the California-Nevada Speleological Survey spent 

15 weeks recording and studying caves in Nevada and California 

(deSaussure, Mowat, and Lange, 1953). This was an important 

contribution to western speleology, ho®ever, as their work is 

only in 12 mimeographed copies, this report isn't easily obtainable 

by researchers. This group spent two days exploring Cave Valley 

Cave. Their significant discovery was a formation that they termed 

cave money. This formation is described on pages 13 and 14: 

"The small flat deposits are reminiscent of sand dollars 
which may be readily seen along the ocean beaches. Actually 
a form of err¯ryo stalagmite occurring under conditions of mud 
floors and low ceilings, they are of fairly uniform size, up 
to about 10 centimeters in diameter, and not more than several 
centimeters in thickness. In the speciman observed, a consid­
erable amount of mud appeared to be included in the deposit, 
which gives a mud brmm color to the sample. To date 1 this 
type is· uniquely represented in California and Nevada by this 
specimen which have been observed at Cave Valley." 

William Halliday (1954) soon visited the cave and expounded 

cave.upon' the spdeogenesis and other important features of the 

He noted two obscure interesting stalagrritic speleothems: 

"One is a flat multilaminated form about the size of a silver 
dollar, the other, a thin, calcareous lining of drip indenta­
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tion in the mud like a portion of eggshell." 


John Douglas (1958, p. 167-168) b fly mentions the Great 


Cave in Cave Valley, "famed for its coin-shaped limestone forma-

tions, know9 as 'cave money'''. 

Again, Halliday (1950, p. 173) mentions Cave Valley Cave and 

states that this cave is perhaps best known for the depth and 

stickiness of its mud and the variety of names which have been 

applied to it. 

Dwight Deal has been keeping tabs on where he has noted 

b oxwork (Deal, 1965 I p. 87). Among numerous other -vie"stern caves, 

he noted this phenomenon in Cave Valley Cave. 

In the bitter winter of January February 1965, Torn Mathey 

a nd companions explored several Nevada caves in eastern Nevada 

(Mathey, 1965, p. 34-35). They thoroughly sloshed around the 

mud in Cave Valley Cave and were rarily confused. Tom states, 
. 

"I knew where I was all the time, it was the cave which was messing 

things up". 

These are all of the sources pe ning to Cave Valley Cave 

that this author personally checked. However, for sake of 

completeness, four references are recorded belm., which mention 

Cave Valley Cave: Preliminary Upon a Reconnaissance Through 

Southern and Southeastern Nevada, 1869, U.S. Army, Engineering 
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Supplies 

Caves, 

Chamberlin, 
millipeds: 

Crofutt, 
I: 

Deal, Dwight 
No. 6, 

de Saussure, 
Nevada: 
NSS 
Nat. 

de Saussure, 
Report 
Western 

Douglas, John 
and 

11. Wheeler, 1875; Truman Funds forDepartment, by George 

Stanford Grotto's Three-month Expedition to California and Nevada 

NSS Ne,,,,rs, Volume la, Number 12 (December), by Arthur Lange, 

1952; and apparently the cave has been mentioned in the California 

Caver, Volume I, Nurnber 3, 1949 and Volume 3, Number 8, 1951. 

Undoubtedly, more articles on Cave Valley Cave exist, and 

later res earch may turn up an interesting or historical sidelight on 

this immensely in­eresting cavern. 

Even today, if you inquire about Cave Valley Cave, the local 

inhabitants will tell you that the end has never been found!, the 

cave has collapsed, recent sinkholes prove it, and that for one year 

the wate r from nearby Cave Spring was diverted into the cave and it 

never filled up .. o 
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Since 
.Ie 

The 'i ca l 30d.e ty fOll."1c.fng of the, tionnl i:pe leolo 

Early in 1938 I hecar:le active in an lUlUSUf'l young people! s socia l 
;;'TOUp at All Souls unitarian Ch:u-ch in shinr;ton, J. C. where I was 
then emplo yed by the U.;j. Patent Ol:fice. "Sver'J :Junday af ternoon this 
group took a cross-country hike. On hollciays, it cond ucted all-day 
and weekend hikes, usually L"1 the mount8ins adj3cent to the famous 
Sher>..andoah Valley of Virginia. There Ylere s everal well-known commer­
cial ca ves in this area, so when we stlJ.l:loled across caves in t he 
course of some of tiTe hikes, we naturally h;;d to take a look at what 
was insloeo This T!elS done w5.th flashli[nts and candle s and what-. 
ever else vIas at hand. 

Going into 1 wild cave Vias exceedj.n;:;ly novel to us even though at 
first we did not penetrate ver, far. These f irst e;c>lorations aroused' 
a des ire i n  some �)f 1.15 to look into others, so a fen' of us secured 
carbide "miners lamps\! and Iffi nched forth to eA.-plore biv:;er and better 
caves. 

The first caves \'Je so exploretl Yiere, 0: co'ltrse, well knorm caves that 
we leflrneJ. [< hout readily: :'::loTing C;lye at :!illboro E;prings, Va.;, 
Sprin?: Hill Cave at LexinGton, Va., and John s Cave at Harper ' s 
Ferry, :"est Va .. 

Soon I s tarted 1':onclerin:; Cl1:01lt bats. ' .. hy neren1 t !hey in the same 
par t of the CB".-e -;'Ihen Yle went bGck 8 second time. I Hent t o  the Smith­
socian Institution. Hobody sr:e'-led to l::noYI. Othe rs Got curio us a::,out 
other tl:ir�,!s .. ",fe soon re81ized that neit.her Vie nor anybody else we 

could l ocat,e l::neYI 2!'.l:rthin;:; 0 bout ca'.-es. jĐ boy scout leader sug::;ested 
"I study bats :myself. se' "E;rdl of our littJe đ:roup had consider­

able scientific traininG, decided to do our ovm studying of caves. 

To do the s tudyj.n;£, hOi'>,ever, obviously ili'wlvecl devoloflL'1G proper 
equipuent for exr,lori;·,; caves, and also technit1\18s J.'or cet ti nc into 
caves - and. ins1lrillG tl!a t T,'e a1 T1c)ĒēS so got o'ut . 

E.arly in 1939, the Sunda�r edit io n of ¶vhe -,sashington 

.i:..l»a.':n! 

It ,las the 
had ne<r er heard of 

corrlerciCllly developed 
It a lso stated 

in Frc::uce 

Star publ i shed an 
illustrated article about ca"Jes, by Jo Cbanberlin. kind of 
article that would be of i nterest to a reader who 
the term "speleologyll , with :t'hotograĹihs of caves 
like Luray C.8vern, harle Cavern, and Uar.1:loth Cave. that 
for sone years, s:oeleolcgicaJ. soc ieties hnd existed and 
Eneland• 

I pronptly vlTote Jo for any ¼,nformation he might have concern5.ng any 
speleoloCical society in the lTnited dtates. ilb:)Ut the same time I also 
wrote the u.S. GeoloGi c "l S1l.:.""VeJ flnd the ;j:r:li thsonian Institution for " 

information on C(l'l6S or simeone 'llho knel'l a:;out caves. In both those 
instances" the reply nas "luGUC and noninformativeo Jo, however" wrote 
back squarely. To his knmvlcdr,e there was no U.S. ca'\'ing organization 
and why d idn ttl try to organize one? 
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t.O CI)"lt.2ct anyone in the United State s 
an:r i'!e::,-.. ..ithin six :'10nths, 'lie found people 

::::for;k!tion for of our bomE': lost 
c:sk our help in 8ũŪrlorinei <'nd studying 

erOUD of outdoor enth usidst,::ǂ ceūtered around 
3nd,-J;eelinŬ il. Va., headed by ,"1:cX Freble. On ;'oy 

to eŭ::1,lorG the Sinks UJ.: d·.: ndy, in N[est 
of 30 o r  1.!0. for this "Ibin­

meeting 'was Da'Iis, \! .. Va., Iffilar ' ) becore the scene 
Tiner P..eunio!1S". 

the S.S .D. C. W1S a , orr;8n-
of its membership of 100 outside: the 

mEmhership ê.iere: VŮrnon 2ailey, B.2. B;:rber, 
Henderson, .falter B. Jones, ;ǀ.D. r1"'OllSe, Ci,nr1os 

Freble, J. ::anson V::iLenUne, ".lter _,noS, 
:2aul Herbert, ;ë.J. ;;oldcn, P..cninr;tc:n E01­

So we did. But since '\':e couldn I t find a nybod;y - in the 
U.S. wa s an authoriQy on caves, we de cid

out ,,;ho -
starte d  by orga nizi ng a 

local s ociety : the .lJ:istrict of ColULiliia Speleolo;ic a l SOciety. At­
tended by more than 20 ea ger cal era, the organizatio nal meeting nas 
held at m:y home in naN.r, 1939. I 1':;JS elected president Daniel J. , 
Tyrrell, vice-presiden::', Elmer Harmon , secretary and James LaVelle, 
treasurer. Alden ǃ:nell r:;ade up the fifth member of the initial 
Board of Governors. 

Looking back, it is f"W'1 to note that newspaper reports of this mee­
ing referred to our hikin;::: club memhers a s  lI expe rien ced caversll, al­
though none of us knew as much as a new II.S.S. ne!llber o ften has learn­
ed by h:is se cond or third trip n<m. But 'we start.ed to l earn in earnest. 
We wa nted to learn hCTt1 to ::;et up and down a pit. Hev, to map. '.4hat 
were cave formatioI!'3 really like ? He 'nere probably first-rate vandals, 
for in our ignorance, we re;:'lOved formations for geolo gical studyII far 
display to the pu bl ic to engender interest in caving, and even for 
priviJtc colŧ,ections. The SGI!le '\"las true of CaiT e life . A to ll vms taken 
of bats; sala:-"landers, crickets and even cailB rats. Soon, hOT/ever" with 
the est"l1 lishment of Gon:li ttees to study each aspect of caving" includ­
ing conservation 2nd photo;::rrphy, picture taking was substituted for 

indis cri:nina te collectinG. 

Py Auturr:n, 1939, 1';e thOllstt 'Ii(: O':8re reaciy to tackle the big ones. The 
first real C3ve eŨlori ng e:;.q:8._itior: in the nane of organized American 
speleoloe;y set off to explore the nml-f2mous Schoolhouse and Hellhole. 
C<lves of iiest Virginia. liith no of rockclinbing techniques, 
<'lnd w ith only 75 feet of hOr.1er."'Ede rope ladder plus tp.ree or four hun­
dred feet of manila rope, 1':e v:ere able to place Don Bloch (Editor of 
!I.S.S. Bulletins 1 t;,rouzl, 9) at Ule top of Cascade Pit and begin the 
conqmst of.3 choolhous8 Cave.. UsinZ a hand-poHer ed -liinch" a party 
mappe d the main portions of Hellhole Cave, O'Llr first use of telephone 
cont7uniccd:.ions in de]p pit o:;:.ploration . 

Continuin' 

hnollled:�e 

: ;

2fforts '"ore ǁ-:c,le l;ho 
was intPrGQ;RSecl :i,n C'i'I:::S in 
1';110 ori : iDally held reflised us or 
killed, nOTi CO!-D,n;:: fo:r:iard to 
their cc:ves. -Fe f o1l..'1d a 
Steubenville, Ohio 
30, 191+0, a joint field trip 
Virginia , dre'·! an attenct8r!.ce neadc!u.art/ers 
thruthesinks Chilill 
of the first "Old 

By the e nd of its first :,'ear, 
izat.ion, with about v;w-thirris 
D.C. area. .i.ƾot aLle in its 
A.C. Hawkins, Harry H. 
E. i.:ohr, Clay Perry, Jack 
R.S. Bassler, Victor S. Crum" 

logg, i'iiUiar!1 ::cGill (I':Lo joined ot ':,ithcro t::.. C;:-'re, Va .. ), J .:) .. ,:orrison, 


T.T. Perry, Jr., and Ralrh ƿ:. Stone. 
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a 

j00ine 
c:t organizat::'onallile eting 

attendetl. 

fp:ottoeU. 

f'itt.slJ1t:-r·h 

hed b e en cJ::olorin:.; L<;-,: 
It nas ar.1.enable to 

soo leologic d society, but 

1, 1940. 2h 

-.':as a';Teed thot the 
�:;:;ner':'lly the sene as 
pro-vision for the 

as 
It was �_ntcnded 

ir.;rjnc; 19hO, cont ct 'was made 17ith a group r:bich 
mdand 

J.Ƌi'ed tl!e 

ca.r es under the le adership of Clay �erry. 
in th,: est ab lishment of a national 

rlght of being its first unit. Its 
for this was in .a c<:!! e at Farnham, �·Iass. on Dec. 

It organization of the national society wes to 
be that of the D.C.S.S., but with t.ƌe addition 
of establishment of loc al sub-organizations to lllƇ 
desi.r;nated This term Ylas c hosen for the Itc,winet/sll of 
tho t.el'r:1. tha t each grotto vmuld be responsible for 
tho ·.:ork of the s ociet;,/ in its area" 1'li th nember s free to join ::.:rot­
tocf; or not, at will. 

Tb.c constitu:c.ion nas nritten bj' }:iles Pillars. "aning the new organ­
iZ3tion Vias a problem. "AmE;rican E;'peleolo[;ical Society" was '!:lOSt 
favored, but the Steubonville boys vaned to resiGn en masse before 
theƊ! i';cllJlc' a S  Soch1 te ,;itll tile i nitia ls of that 113;;}e, and the second 
choice 0; . iationa l SpeleolOGical Society won in a lancaide. 

'ehe date of January 1, 1941 was selected for the changeover. 

:rUSClU71; 

The 12­
E;:Llber board. of the :::J. C ..S.S. became the board of the .:.S.S.. in­
cluded Dr .. R.S. Bassler, p31eontoloeist of the U.S. Natioillll 
George Hall, Jr_, ',;"shineton" D.C. enE).ncer; Al Lewis" Potor..ac Apps­
lachian TrH Club 

,,:nother 
ne:mher f;:Glployed 1'Y an am'ertising a c:ency; j,rthur 

->3rlbeck, ?A.T.C. rockcliraber; lJl'. Joe l!orrison of the U.S. 
'::'at .. ional : :uscum; Thornton Perry, Jr., postm9ster of Charles TO±'m, Ɔ:o 
Va • .; Bill Schlichtig, of the Uavy Depari:T:lent; Al den Snell, 
accountx;l.l1t; Daniel Tyrrell of Geor C;e :: :sllin:::;tan University, 
Scout leader; .dlliam Hel c h , iI.D." Rockville (Ud. ) rockcll.1ll1H:r.; 

;:ashil1,·;ton 
a 

and 
Jac;c .:ilson, anot her 'iJC'shin�;ton roclcclinber in the lumbex' business. 

The 1Jew :�n:;lnd Grotto thus is list e d DS Grott o III of the 1!.8.S., al­
fo:naed a Iilont.h before the .!.S.S. itse lf . Tho District 

f/:2; :1ichr:lOnd (-ribere se'JCral F(Jtent Office 
:on8 ) TlFlS ît3. ?niladelphia" Chorlestm. CI. Va.) 

orïe.niz.ed 
TOI!!rƈ '<latta 

.:md 
falloned. rEhe first student grotto iWS at 

thourh i t  ';JaS 
of C
Junhi[l ';1'ottO Yl::lS 
cnJ;:'l.::(;,ros hM!d 

so on 
Vir:::ini.:l l'olytechnic Institut e in the fal l of 1942; ,':as 
its president. 

The first national elec ti on Vias held in the ':"
pring of 1942, and the 

f:rst 81'..llual meeting in the U.8. National lluseum dm1ing that year .. 
By th<3 time of Poarl Harbor, menbership hod skyrocketed to around 
!IOn" S er iotJ.s probl en1..S arose durT the 1'tar" and the society' 1ðas 

only held togeth:=r by th.3 effort of J.S. Petrie. But the stor.r of 

tJ1C j'!.S.ƍi. dllrine ',iorld Ɖ'!ar II is a different story. 
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A MEXICAli CAVE VISIT IN 

c;:r'jQ is this? 

of an anon­
no.41,d",ted 

II 

of a 1',<,rrHti VG, 'Jade 1::r an Inc.::'O'nio'..ls ':")1::'1. i eh Gentleman 
now r e sidins t ĭev ill , concerninG his Voy,�e from 3pain 

to 1.o' ico, 'end "f t!ɳe "incr"ls of tint Kincdom. 

"I waf? onet: desirefi to V181t 2. f:',].:8U5 O".ve ti.1e re , SOf'1€ LE:'3C.les 
from : " exi co C,xl tLe - ortYl-','.e at :::ic c :Ĳ)f the G1 ty l:eyond t8;e Lake. 
This was .said to be ;uilJe1 ɲ11 įver ɴith kind of le�f-gold, 
which had deluded M2ny ni3rds ritR its SroTisinc Colour, they 
never beeD able t,) rerl'lC€ it int0 2. o"Jy, ne ither -oJ' ,�uick­
silver nor };'USiODj tte 1':."10 r::-:, , tlnt tLE " ; ntie nt Indians 
kne'll how to 7'l':lU::e use vi: it, :T(l t>",t tLe Cre 2  t i',ontezllma had 
borrowed thE.:nee c co:r.sidE !'?'!:lc v',rt 01 :, is '.Cree £·nre. I rid 
thi ther one l'lOl'ning, t· ,.. \',it\1 ::16 one Imii'in only for ny guide, 
with a 'rinder-L'c)}: [mIl r: ,;"ʆ:cʇ:e, :-nc. ķ'D)1e oth€r iLstru::1ent� for 
my des ien . I f0und it si tllĮ ted ļ;Q'ns\'J;"[: t hi , in a ::;1.::oe very 
convenient for ɿʀn&raʁiʂn of ttɶls; but the ɸ0uth so ba rricaded 
with stone s, tLat b')tl: ilY 1110 :>m :.1',0. I 1\i'(] \':')rk enoueh to clear 
the p,ssa-e for 'l� entrance, NhicO beiɵs oɷen'd, I went in with 
my Candle 1 i[:�t.n¥, l)nt e".1lld 110t "1"'Ļ::E' tİıe Indian follow me, 
being afraid of ;;;pi:r,., ts . .cl ins. '.2he ]. ,�t of the Candle 
soon discover ' d to :'le on :;11 sidE:S, htt eSʈ)f:;ci;>,11,'/ c,bove l'ly heed, 
a glisterinc l>:mopy of t'lE; s;,id ,;i::.er'Ul R.t which I 
greedily stretchine; forth l'xr :l:.:nd to 2:each son8 pe rcels of it, 
there fell dO'Nn presently so sl'ef),t 8.. lump 0f olotteii sand on my 
head and s:lC'ul.dErs, thC',t n::t only it !?ut 01.ĳt 'fly C t, nd1e , but my 
eyes also. _ind callin[,' out vtith a 1:)1.td voic(Ķ t.o my Ind i3.n, who 
remain ' d at the mouth 0f thɱ ntry, th6re ɾebGund8d within those 
hollovl Cc,ve:cns :"ilch tl-unrlrint6 (lL(l l'bdaUf)led ._cehr:1 s, tl1at I I!rJ:nired 

it, and the Indi2.n i'n:':,�-inint: 'by thOFf:' 'I'umultucuB voices, that I 

was wrestl ,'d th 601:18 irlferna1 Ghosts, S,)8n c;ui tted his station, 

and thereby left u f::'68 ĹX'l"': ĺ:.'e f':>r S()"lG ()f 1i::-ht to enter, 

and to se rve me f0r 'i. betɼJɽr ·hli{te: tlly �i::ht Plean v!hile 'beine; 

not a little in{J:.neered by tht', corr"lsive :cl'irnvny of that :iner"l 

dust. Havins E,;ot l'ly :;:,Dc,le li.,:'teci ::�:nn, I )roce'.Oded in the 

C?ve, ,;l,nd hea :)6.:3. to;:€. thf',l' e " l!:,,:ti ty of t;-'e 'liner?l �'lixt with 

sand, and scrĵ' �)ed :;:,130 i'rolo the p,11D€rfic1.E:c ::.f the · c.rth, D, 

ciuantit�l of the Sĸt'1e i::irL(l sf t tt,(,ri11/-:· le'tv8s; norje of v/hicb 

exceed the: b.c,.:;(ltll of a I'Jn::; m ,:'(,(1 ';lith t:le le'.. 2t ;lʅ:r,dLLne 

they divide thl::H!,:ʉ(Jlves i',t·:) cony h'ɹɺlɻd' f'· X' EĴI':, :'8 4Jith a. little 

rubbing they leavE. 0::.",'8 h-:-n(', ',11 iʃ'J.iluʄd OVi::Y 1i,.::e C:,ld." 

suh::lit ted by Trevor :.:>hffiJ 
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Introd"Jc i:.icn 

The Reverend HorDe!': Gorter hovey publis:led 'nis fir s t arLicle on his 
caving ac tivities in 1855. .',ltJl0ur,h he was a pr acticinr, minister 
all h is life he has J.eft, r.is name indelibly cn£raV'ed on the pages 
of American SpeleoloC:ical literat",lre. ,::)urincd his life he published 
his well-kn01'm Celebrated A.�Grican Cnverns and his Liu idebook to 
!18gh"!10th \"iave thrci;-:;E i�s "e'ditions;"-in addition L") YlOrks 
he wrote mori than 100 ar t,j. cle s in variouj r:lcl<;azines and journals. 
His capDbilities HS a scientific writer won hin the dis tinction of 
being ele cted one of the orb;inBl tellons of the r.1-eolO[;ical Society 
of Anerica. 

In most of Hovey's v:ritirlf:: 1'19 CDn detec t little of his personality. 
He ha d his share of battles Ylith various r ;eople in support of his 
scient if ic irleas and percoilal *.nter;rity. In none of his other 
Y.rritings is his hUJ:1ole sensitivity more revealed than in the follow­
ing article which Flnr:eC'red in a cl:dldren's maGazine. J: think" lOy­
self" that it is the b3St article he ever m''Ote. 

John Bridge 

...-�-�---"--

. -.-"' 
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BRIGHAl\I, THE CAVE. DOG. 

tw H, C, Hovn'. 

.' 

MAS'!' a dog \l'JII bravely go through tangled But Jack h:ut a companion In hi, (,td ngl', :\ 

forests, ,wo1:<:1i �ltcilm�, Ãnd mountain ravine!!; but common yellow cur, the hero of thi, true story. 
when It tOlnes to following hi! martcr down i!'lto B William-a wag, M well al a first-tate guide-, 
dark anct 511cnt cavc- th"t 11 another maHer I ,  explained to me the odd name given to the new 
!\e\'cr, until rcccntl)·. have t known onl! thnt did dog: "\Vc call him D"(RIi(1f11- 'NU5C he 's 
not plalh!}' tcgllrd it os a Vetr solemll pctfotmnncb. yow/g', you know I " 

Jack, the old libuse-dog, the volunteer escort or This creature It remarkable (or but one thing, 
visitors tlJ )falnmoth Cnve, is no exception to thl. Mel that is hi! fondness (or life below ground. He 
tule. He watchcg the negro guides trim the JI1InPÄ seems at home nmcng the dvcs nnd gnomes, nnd 
and bunch them on canes tend)' (or disttib\JtiOI1. appeArs to hn\'c no renr of dntknÅ5Æ. The two clop. 
When the bell rlnb'!l, he lends the ;:;ompnnr among trot, !ide br side, I1S (ar M the Iron Gntc. But 
the tall trec! ttl the muuth of the cnvcrn. On he there thc)' part. Jnck, as usual, returns to the 
goes, under the bright cascade, find bcncnth the hotel; but Brighnm advanccs, pushing ahead of the 
black ledge!!, 115 far as thli Iron Gnte. He pcen A guide!!, choosing hla own path, digressing now nnd 
mC)ment betll'een the bnÉ, tL! if ovc&clJmc by hit .then, yet n\wnYII returning In lIafet)· to the light 
aWe or the UnKnown. Thc.!I1, when the gate i! I of the Inmp5. 
ur.tocKcd and all have gone In, his duty is done, Brighnm Md t beer.me fast rricnds, during my 

lind he troh home ngnln, nbsolutclr rcfuslnll to go fortnight's st:ty nt Mnmmoth Cave, last Hlmmer. 

be)'lltld the lust glimpse or ela)'Ught I The gentle dignity with which he sought to :lId my 

I 

• 

-i '!I(til fJ 
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exact!r hundnx;>nd 

in,IZ[LoJJ,'I1jnl!jnto othl'r.� 
Ill' man two 

" 

� 

un(kr-gro\ll1d n:5carchcs W;1S \'cry amusing. How 
sed '\tdy he examined each of the huge saltpdcr 

vats, tIm:.: in the Rotunda Jilt! " ight in the '\l11uhi-
theater! It really seemed but an act of common 

politcnc,s to explain to h im '.hat these were histori­

cal relics; and that the s:\1tpctcr made here was 
carried by oxen and pack-mules to Phibtlclphia, to 

be uscd in making gunpowder, during the war \\itll 

Great Dritain in 181:, 
Each strikin(; obicct- the j;rotesque stalactites. 

. the uncouth rocks, the mysterious Star-chanibcr­

comm;mdcd the clog's attention a= ",..:II "s our own. 

Usually a sil 
while tilc guide told th e mcb:lcholy "tory 
Con"uJllpti\'e's Cotta;.:e. 
nearly a mile withi

huts in which ;cveral invalids, tempt­
ed by thJ "'great pu rity of tlie cav\.: 

atmosphere, ;lod the 
tempcratnrc Iju';t fifty-four degrees,' 

Fahrenheit, :::t all sea:./ms), sought to 

regain lh,͠ir he'1!th-al;ls! in \

The)' every 
they planted <:!\Y,UI their alvJ'ks. 

1 suppos" lil ightlm did I',at under­

stand all lhi,; but prol.ubly he \\as 

affected b\- the dC.3crtcd <lnd deso­
late appc;ran cc of the pl.\cc, or by 

the lugubrious lones of the: glliC\c. 
Brigham was a great favorite with 

the man;lger of the c;we, \\ ho par­

ticularly \\'arncd us not to \osc him; 
for it was fe;lred th\.: do;; \\uuhl be 
unable to find his \\ay ont ;,:;;,il1. 
Other Clll'3 tll'1t h'1d been left behind 

invariabh- staid in the place where 

the, ha;l bec()me lost, not daring 

to stir, but yclpi:g and howlin;:; till help came. 

The dreaded acciden͡ happened at last. \Ye 
went one day on wh'1t i" c:llkd the LOt.); Route, to 

the end of the cave, said to be nine mile;; from the 

"Like enough," said \\'illi;1Il1, the gui'(\C. "I 

But no bounding form nor joyful b:li'k welcomed 
our approach. The echoes 'answcrei:l otlr calls, 
until it sccm�d as 1f a thousanG ·,·oices were crying, 
"Brigham, D;·igl1:1l11 !" in eH�'y conceivable to;](:, 

it seemed as if aU:tne spili!s of the ca"c had :)een 

Plainly, . tile 'Hng -,\\,aii l,lust. \Villi;11ll thought 
'Brigham mithtttratkius 'as (ar as thc river; but 

scent, and wou4d;not try' to swim across. Lighting 

our 

For, almost 

'entrance j and Brighan1 went \\ith us. \\'c left 
ithe main ca\'e at the Gi:,nt's Coffin, by an arched 

way, h::\di.g:'lm()11b_SOme¨Elts,_©thc:._mojLfm11QtI: 
of \,.-hich has long hecn known as 111: nottomks͝ 
Pit. :My guidc, h0\\,C\'<'I" measured ,It, and f'l\ll\l\ 

that it was ('nc !lHƎ feet tk"-P' 

There an: six pits in all at this place, two of them 

I.H͟h' disc(\n�n:tl. \\.e n,uned them Scylb and 

Ch.I;,-hdis _ b<'C.HlSt', in tryink ttl keep nut of one, 

yotl ;rc' the 

. -- -.. «-- _ -'d· f1lnd 'I them to be l1\orewc mea:,ure , 
hundred f;:et dC¢1'. 

Britham did'Mf1ike the-pits vcry well. It 'was 
only by much coaxing that we led 'him across -Hie 
narrow bridge thrown o\'cr the Bottomless Pit. 
But,. indcl'cl, we all were glad to get away from 
that dangerous place. 
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,a freshly tilled ' lamp, \VlIoom set it on a ledge, so
that in case the dog shotil\:l'come thus far he might 
not fecI too lonely. 

Sadly we returned to thc 'l10td, where
announcement of the loss caused .';L sens:Hion; the
ladies espccially declaring- it " perfectly dread ful to
leave the poor thing alone in that ,.,nrriblc GIY;: all
night," -as ir it wen: darker there at 'midni,;hl 
than at noon! 

Early the next mOrl1ing, a ip;uty· 0(' cxplorers
crosscd Echo Rh'er, and werC''Mt':tlby"Brighnm.
The guide reasoned with him,-;'\sone'Tl1i;;ht reason
with a runaway child , and tm'dcrly tnok him in his
arms aboard the boat. 

,Alas,-the'wamtngs .",-crc "wastm'!
:w.; soon <\\5"'.\I'C had; hn{\ed.' lh:a͞ cOJlricintt5' ct\',;-c!og 
\lisappcarci:l aga,in ; 'and, as b';fon:·,$%&f\lscd tf, o]J\:Y­
our loudest suml'rl'(!I1'i. COll1l'.l",inllll"aƍ nfl',\" mi'.cd 
with indignatiflJ..'l,a,ml we kit him 10 ' 

Nothing was secn of I,im all" tklt.!a),; allri tlti, 

Our p,ll11 next led tl¯ ci,,,, n still i.lrllH'r. am"n,,: 
grc':lt rocks, into ,tlcl! a cruoked lahyrinth Ik,! I 
think it will pl1'Liƌ soule or Ill}' rt':\{kl͢ 10 t!.lCC it 
till the map, :1l1ho\I<:11 this io; cUITc'dly <1r:l\\ll. 

\Ve went throush the" Fat :'Ilan's ;\\i"IY," :"Hi 
enteren Hiwr Hall, wherL' there ;1\'e SCItT.l\ tlc"l' 
lak es_ l'rc?':l1tly we C:tIlll' to Echo Ii. in'r, :\h(l\lt 
thirty fCt't deep, from twent)' 10 t\\O hllmh,''] fc'd 
wide, llnd three'(utll th, of n Ihik Ion:;. Cellin;.; 
into a small boat, we paddled our \,:1)' 0\,(,1' the 
clear, cold II :11.;r, waking the CChOC'3 from th,' steep, 
rocky walls, Brigham hel ping with SOlnv lirdy
barking. (Presently, we bn'ded on a nice sandy 
be<lch nt:£1le farther encl. 1'hC'l1n: we went on, I)), 
widening avcnues not ll1:1rl,ed on the map, to thl' 
terminus of the Long 'Routc; anll then we 5\;11k<1 
back again. 

Poor Brigham bec:tnPvcrytired, am! cared 1<-55 
for the lovely ;ll'chcs of flower-IiJ'e· crystals 11];\n
for some cozy nook where he might curl dOlln (or 
a nap. At length, after taking lunch with us in 
\\'ashington Hall, he started in chase M a ca\'(�'rat, 
and probably ;wailed himself of -the ch:tllce to take 
his siesta. At all en:lnts, hc disappeared, an d 
made no answer to onr calls. 

" Perhaps he h;1S gone ahead to Echo' River," 
"and is waitin g for us there." 

ent observer, hl' hovNed pitcous!y 

This i> a stnne buildil1;':, 

n the C;1'.e, and is ol1e of Git\.:cn 

uniformity of 

'ain.
0:1'; died, like the shrubs 

said i, 

had n't thought of ,h;1\." 

fTOm the wflest whisper to'the deepl'st hass;
whi;tling \\';),5,>111 like'manner, repealed, until 

nnd 
our 

let loose for an l-Etl>!ran concert. 

'that on rcaehingll:he wateihe surely would losc the 

hi, (;It ... 



fu!Jowlllg 

_-,-_f<_o_und 

hJ mi;;stel! 

han: s!.int 

___ _ _ 

overlooking "il;c 

'!ll:crk: .. 

lal;Ir( 
i! 

procc,'dl"11<''; '" 

n·)t O'lr-. ... \. ø. 

Klc'tt th.' .. ..... 

uil:l�d" 

"OltL:\!att," m;:,n, 

claps\' 

II'·'':: � 

li:ne, of deliberate choicc, he fCI1l:l.illl'd a sccond 

dred feet, as one climbs, creeping through 

crevic'..:'s, twisting through" auger-holes," 
and scaling precipitous focks scattered ill 
the wildest confusion imagin-

.able. Three bdders h;\\'e to 

be mounted in threading this 
p3.5s;\ge. One emerge's, at 
last, on the edge of a cliff 
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dm,l(\tl:ly al .. 

. .. " 

.

situated IS (or him to stay where he is, :Is contC';1t­
cdly as he "caA, until assistance com4s, which is 
sure to be wlthm a few hours . 

Sever:ll tales arc told of persons whose rC:l50;1 
has been lost under such circamstanc('s; and, although I know of no in;;tance in which life itself 
hžs been sacrificed, it can re:ldily be s':en that it 

kno\\'s how long, on tll<.' yer)' cd;;.: of that hOllii.'lc 
chasm, On com in:; to, he wlkctc" hi, \I its :15 wdl 
as he cou ld, :md rd.t ,,'ilh his hand; for tllc p;1ta1. 

Journey, makmg hiS way lin:t1ly 10 the slIff,lcc'. 
?ld :'Ilatt told nw this ste,ry hin!>,,'lf, ;1-; I,,' :1l1,1 

nn:;h:ull and I sat side' Ly sid .. ' on the brink or liJ,' 
abyƂs whenK til.:: f.lithful guidc so narn)\\ lr ':;"'-,ll,,',1 
findmg ;\ tum\). Ami, as I list .. 'ne'd I "I. I .. ùI,,\ 
that tht: !;\I11PS w.::r.:: burllin,; uri;;htl),. 

mght linder-ground.
And now COllles, per�l:1pS, the !i.!rangc!i.t part of my

story. On the morning. Jack, too, w::\" 
missing. The guidt's had to dispensc\l'ith their 
customary canine escort. On arridng, howc, "er, at 
the Iron Gate, tllfce hundred )';:;rds within the em:,

Jack just outside, al12'i;;!cam behind 
; amI there the (J,,V, ,lo<ld, wag;,;in:; tlldr 

tilih. and app;m':Il:li c,ch;"1;;ill;': til..: 11<':'\', ! 

Our cllriosity led U÷ to ex;nllillC Bri,;,ham', lr;'eb, 

to St'{' b)" \I hat mille he h;,,\ f"ulld hi> I';'Y b;,ek,
---- ----- -- -- -" -- l;"<.:innin,: at th.:

Echo l{il'tT, w.: h,H\ 
no <lininl!·.: i ll ;;t:dn;: 

lnr:; tu tlic 1"';1 (;ak, ;1 r
Jlli1t:' di.....tΑlHt. f • 

Only think of it! 'I hr(l\!-,h .l\ tlli' 1"l! : . I
I t 

e- ' ::> , J n iI,' i. ,�

OtiS p:\>�whcre. without a .l!Hi.1v \I c' . \ 
ha\'e found 

__d.i(Kcultt01l1akc'oun\a\.
'
7

even with lamps and n map of the l';C"<." tlL.! yd.Jow dog
, 

had sa�dy gone alone! He oi:,:r,'d' lHl
explanatIOn of 1m no t 11 - .J'" � ... , r 0 ( uö \\ l:1t
motl\'e � promptlC d his

. 
independent eXl'ltir;,ti",,;.

But th..t was IllS aff'l[ \\' 1 !• 
b , C H)HOl\..:(

hIm as a hero, and obtained for him from the
manager, Mr. Francis fr ,od'o r h, lõ tn o. t c
cave for the rest of his life. 

.
The fae.l should be mentioned, by Contr;lst with

thts perfect and fe;ukss uperat:on of instin(!, th:!!
expc3t cave-hunters tind thcmsches nL'arir h"li>­
less, If left alone C'r within the cave ami (I "I"llt'

f r h .C, ,, <;
o. a Ig.w. The rule for anyone so unfortlln.ltcly 

that hc ha,I, "kp by 
step, foll""",l UIII 

.. 	 trait; hi" only guide, 
of COllbt.', betn:; thv 
sen;;e of slncll. lIen:, 
his tracks m.:re deepl}' 
printed in ,Ofl lllud, 
and thcr.:, mon.: 
sharply delined Ull 
the mell()w bank,; of 
nitrous carlll. !e"s di-­
tiuctly alnn;,: rid]e" 
of sam;, or 0\ ,I' hcap" 
of st(Hl,·, ur up sl.:ep
stair-w,lYs. 

Thus llrigllmn had 
followed us, t hrough 
dar\:n<!bs d<:<!I't.!r than 
that of midnight, 
along th" narrow 
beach of Lake Lethe, 

across the treacherous natural uridg:.: spanning th..., 
River Styx, up to the galle-ric''; """rhangin;; the
Dead Sea, through the wild confusion uf Bandit's
l-l:!Il, and many a SpOl where 0ri£_
would til.: p" ,)r, I!.mel)" crealm,' plunging'
down\\':\.rtl in d;lrkn,'ss to in.:\itable death,

It will b.: r,'mcmu':R'll tklt we had iiOllC ill past 

the G iant's Comn, or the arched \\':\)' among tlllJ 

deep l'ib, :l;nd thmuc;-h the In:u.::s!c:\ifinii to River 

Hall. Hut we 11all comc t'lf! h)' a newly discovcred

mode of exit, throu;;h nn intricate set of fiss\lTes, 

\:n,m'n, ,)U account of its winding nature/.. as "Thc
CorkΒ.:rcw." \\'c pn:ferred this, b...-cause
it s;wcJ a mile and a half of tr:wel. Our 

four-f,'oted friend, pursuing the freshest 
scent, went, or COUfSe, up the Cork"screw.
The opening is tau irregular to be called 
a pit, or shafl. Yet it winds upw:ud rOf 
a di$l:tnce, vertically, of ahout one hun-

dred and l1ity feet; but fully five hun-

ſ..!
ght be imperikd. The stO!:cs one oceasion:llly

rƀads of novicΏs finding their way out by
lights, arc to be discredited. An expluit of th:'l
na^ure would tax the reslIurces of the moΐt Cxp<:rt
gUide, The case; arc extremely mrc in which it
has been done, .:vcn by the guides tht'llbclves.

One of the most thrilling stories I evcr heard was
!old to me br a colored who h:1.5
served as guide for more tl1an fort>Γ-years, and who 
is supposed to knolV every nook and corn<.:r of the 
explored partsof l\!ammoth C;t\'c, 

There h:l.d been a marriage in the Gothic Ch;)pcl, 
a grand, rock), chamber [."1f within the cave. 'A 
maiden, who had promised her muther "ne\'er to 
marry an)' man on the face of the e,"1rlll," had kq;t 
the letter of her pledge, :lnd y<:t, in thi:! under­
ground spot, hmt wedded the 111:111 oi h..:r c1wicc. 

After the wedding there was wine, and th"lJ 
some of the young men took :I ramb\..: through the 
cave. Old l\latt was at work in the vicinit}' of the 
great pits, when he heard them coming with son,; 
and with shout. Those wen.: Ku-Klm: times, and 
the eX-51:\\" ... tho ught that" discretion \\'as til..: bct­
tef part of valor," and acc{)niin:;ly he !tid ir. :1 
crevice, put his lamp out, au! quidly waikd (or 
the revelers to pass uy. On coming forth [rllll) hi, 
hiding-place he found that h..: had no 11l;,lche,;, amI 
therefore could not relight his hml'. 

The hour was latc, and the next clay w:!,> Sun­
� da),. He fe;!redl<,:=>ime Ini·,ht b::6 

lore help snould COlne, and therefore dctcllllilied to
make his W:l)' out in thƁ' d;uk. Fcclin" c:lutinuslv
along with his start', h.: wellt safdy until it suddcnlD'
dropped into a pit of unknown depth. Urave:\,; :'\;J[t 
is known tu be, h.: fdl in a swoon, and by, 11" on.: 

: 

�c pre5cl1tir �Olllld lt :l]ld pracl,,,'den on hi, pail""l'; 
. 

10 the level flOOf, where thc ro:.1u runs 
main cave, and down which he 

'ctambers , 


