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About the cover illusration 

The 8 1/2 x 6" brochures formerly published by the Nat ional Park Service 
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is that by Isabella Storey on Carlsbad Caverns National Park which con­
tains a valuable early bibliography. The sequence of these booklets at 
the cavernous national parks as a whole, however, provide valuable 
inSight into the history thereof. The 1951 Timpanogos Cave National 
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for any historical content. However, it .erves well as an introduction to 

.-the rapidly evolving history of this noted cave systeme 
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. . .. with 

DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION 

of the 

TXMPANOGOS CAVES OF UTAH 

Editor ̀ s note: 

The following article is excerpted from liThe History of Timpanogos Cave 
National Monillment» American Fork Canyon, Utah", an undated 53-page 
National Park Service report issued in limited mimeographed. form circa 
1969. These excerpts originally appeared. in I'Timpanogos Cave National 
Monument: area and service history", an even more limited. mimeographed 
report by Ralph M. Iorio, undated but prepared circa 1960. The original 
reports may be consulted in the files of Timpanogos Cave National Monu.;. 
menta 'the sections below are published here with the permission of the 
National Park Service II through the courtesy of Don H. Castleberry and 
Neal Bullington" 

Timp anogos Cave National Monument is located on the 
north flank of Mt. Timpanogost about 35 miles southeast of 
Salt Lake City, Utah. astride Highway U-SO. The National 
Monument was established on' October 14, 1922, by proclamation 
·of ·President \..farren G. Harding under the power vested in him 
qy wAn act for th� preservation of American antiquities· . . 

. 	passed by Congress June 8, 1906. By issuing this proclamation 
the President sought to promote the public's interest because 
the cave iiis of unusual scientific interest and importance." 
The action reserved from all forms of appropriation under 
the public land laws a "natural cave, known as Timpanogos 
Cave as much ].and· May be ·neees-sary for the propern· 

proteotion thereof. t9.i. Reserved by this act are 2.50 acres 

of land. within which are located three separate oav,es . 


known individual.ly' as Hansen's r Middle, and Timpanogos. 
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DIsroV&::Ht OF TH� CAVES 

HANS.l!:Nt S CAVE 

During the late 1800's, as civilization spreaq through 
the western states, heavy demands were imposed on the forests 
of the region.. As the readily available lumber supplies were 
oxhausted, the timber cutters gradually invaded the more dif­
ficult to reach spots. In the canyon of the American Fork 
River this meant going highor and higher up the steep slopes. 

In the year 1887, sometime during the fall, rlartin 
Hansen was cutting timber high upon the south wall ,of the 
canyon. One day, when it was time to return to his home in 
American Fork, he left his ax by the partially trimmed 
tree on which he had been working. That night a light snow 
fell and powdered the countryside. Returning to work the 
noxt morning, l'ir. Hanson noticed the tracks of a mountain 
lion in the snow near tho fallen tree. Armed with only' 
his ax, he followed tho spoor onto some higher ledges; there, 
they 'led him into an opening in the cliff face. GQing a short 
way into the oponing, Mr. Hanson suddenly realized that should 
he corner the lion, his only weapon was the, ax. Turning' 
back towards the entrance he observed that the floor was 
littered \nth bones .and other ·debris.. Resuming work I,Ir. 
Hansen made a'mental note of the location of the cave with 
the' 'object of exploring. it further at the first opportunity. 

During the following winter, Martin Hansen interested 
several other men in his discoveæ and they joined together 
to open the cave to the public. \fith the aid of his brother­
in-law, Richard Steele, and.Charlçs and Joseph Burgess, èhe 
discoverer hacked out a rough trail from the canyon bottom .' 
to the cave entrance. The path went almost straight up for 
1,200 feot with little or no attehtion given to' such refine­
ments a·s switchbacks to reduce tho grade. In places, 
where it was necessaæ to o,limb, trees were, felled against 
the higher lodges and a crude ladder formed b.Y trimming 
the branches. At éther difficult places along the trail, logs 
ware bolted, to the steep rock faces to offor better footinê. 
Hanson apparently had' no legal claim to the cavo,but in 
ordor to protect it he pl$.ced a Wooden door ovor th'e natural .
entrancEtM 

For about throe or four years after the discover.y, Hansen 
c::,onducted.groups through the cave on roquest ; a small fee 
,being collected for tlUs guide servico. i!iany . of the people ' 

on these tours would remove souvenirs from the cave. and 


'
deSJiito the looked door,,. others would oocasionaJ.l¥ 
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discovery 
cave.'ģ 

Cave. A revT years later, again whilo cutting timber . he 
came across the lion tracks which he followed to a natural 
opening in the rocks; but after this initial 

break into the cave to destroy and remove dripstone for. 
ma 

cave and did not return for 
unknown to Sr. 

few men from neighboring 
deposits. These 

mining claim and working on 
Illinois t 

decorations and of course, 

tions • Sometime during 1891 t Hansen stopped taldng groups 
through the a year or two. 
Reportedly, Hansen, during the winter of 
1892_93. a town mined the cave for 
the 10$' men had located the cave as a 

contract with the Duke-Onyx 
Company of Chicago, stripped the cave of its 

dostroyed its scenic valuo.. The 
scattered remnants of the formations that may still be seen 
in the various rooms of Hansen's Cave indicate that origiġ 
it was exceptionally well decorated,. Remaining deposits shoW' 
predominance of various shades of red, deep browns, yellow, 
cream and some unstained white calcite. Aside from the usual 
drips tone and nowstone deposits, pa'tches of anthodi tos and 
hellotites may still be seen. Of the material removed, no 
reCOMS have beon uncovered to reveal its disposition, 

It has been said that 
fifteen tons. 

most of the 
Ono 

but 
it is known that at least two freight 'carĢ were loaded from 
this place. some of the slabs weigh-
ed a.s much as About the 'only indication of 
wha\ happoned to 'onyx' is that it was 'shipped 
to an eastern city. rumor has it that some may have 
been used for decorative purposes in tho construction of the 
American tlusaum of Natural HistQry, in New York City. It is 
known that one of the main wings of the museum was 'erected 
during the decade 1890-1900, but no record was kept of 
the source of building material. Another bui1cang in which 
some of the'flowstone may have.been used is the Temple of 
the Church of Jesus Christ ,of Latter-Day Saints in Salt Lake 
City. A mantel on the third floor of the temple t reportedly. 
consists qf polished slabs of I onyx' taken from the cave, 
and fashioned b,y John Devoy, a former rosident pf Lehi, 
Utah. A grand daughter of Dov6,Y, living in Provo, Utah, has 
in her possession a small table Which was made b,y him. The 
table consists of polished columns and discs, arranged in 
steps and made of calcite that supposedly was taken from 
Hansenis Cave.l 

Though the story of i'lartin Hansen following the lion into 
the cave is the most widespread, it is not fully accepted 
by some of his surviving children. As they recall his tell­
ing them, he had found the cave while cutting timber, but 
not by following lion tracks to it. "\1hila chopping trees 
on the mountainsido, he heard an echoing sound which made 
him think the ground boneath him was hollow. In trying to 
locate the cause for the echo he found the present Hansen's 

he
could not relocate the entrance to this second It 
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has boen implied that this last round cave is the one presently 
known as Timpanogos. 

Present day visitors to tho area see only the first room 
of the Hansen's Cava. It was from this room that a tunnol was 
drilled to Hiddle Cave. Overall, it is a linear northeast 
tronding series of three large rooms connected Qy smaller 
rooms or passageways with a few short side passages. Total 
leng:th is about 300 feet. The first room entered is used as 
an orientation chamber for the cave tours and no visitor is 
allowed into the other sections as a protective measure for 
the cave's water supply which is .located there. 

TlHPANOGOS CAVE 

American Fork Canyon has always been a favorite recre­
ational area for residents of the nearby towns in Utah Va]le!; 
this being especially true'during the heat of slumnar when its 
shaded cool fastness offers welcome relief from the sun-baked 
valley. Hunting. fishing. camping. picnicking and hiking are 
some of the activities which may be enjoyed there. One day 
during the early years of World Wa'r I t a group of people 
from Lehi, Utah, planned an outing in the canyon and while 
there decided to visit the old Hansen Cave. 'fwo of the group, 
James \-1. Gough and Frank Johnson, youngsters of abo'U.t 14, did 
not enter the cave with the others. instead the,y remained 
outside to "climb around and explore". In the dourse of their 
wanderings the boys found an entrance to a previously un­

known cave, presently known as Tim-panogos. A personal account 
of his discovery is' gi ven by James W. Gough in appendix A 
of this paper. 

Soon after the initial discover,y a number of Church 
and social organizations from Lebi visited tho subterranean 
wonder. However. despite the fact that numerous people 
had been to the cavo. for some undetermined reason public 
knowledge of it seemed to 'fade away., That is from all but 
the momor,y of the discoverer for on August 8. 1915,' James C. 
Gough, father of James W., recorded at tho Utah County Court 
house in Provo. a filing on tho location of the "Lone Star" 
lode. This claim covered the land on which the cave was 
found and the locators wore listed as James C. Gough, James 
tV'. Gough and John Hutchings. 'According to the younger Gough 
and Hutchingsy the filing was made about ono year after the 
initial entr,y. Shortly after the filing the Goughs moved 
to Idaho, and little or none ot the necessary assessment work 
to validate the claim was done. In order to conceal the 
entrance, betore they lett, young Gough pUed rocks over the 
oponing t and apparently no one entered the caye again unt1l 
1921. 
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In 1920, on the 18th and 25th of May, three mining 
claims were tiled with the County Recorder in Provo, on 
locations in American Fork Canyon., These claims, IIBet Your 
Boots". "Golden Arrow". and the "Joy i'line" were located 
by E. T. CUlmer, S. F. Snyder, Don ,Workman and David Andrews. 
ThGY were filed as being' 3/4 of a mile above the upper power 
plant in the American Fork Canyon and described as I'joined 
to each other"_ ,These three claims , for metalliferous are 
deposits, led eventually to litigaƉon with the Forest Ser­
vice, the agency administering the lands. 

Rumors to thƊ effect that a IInew cave" had been found 
in American Fork Canyon were circulating in the nearby towns 
early in 1921. On June 30th of that year, Edwin S.· Poulson, 
a resident of American Fork, wrote a letter to the Wasatch 
Forest Supervisor, 'Dana Parkinson. In the letter the rumors 
were brought to the attention of the Forest Supervisor, and 
the cave was described in superlative terms by Mr. Poulson, 
though he had not seen it. The writer exppessed concern that 
negotiations were underway for the sale of "specimens' to the 
Chicago University and that such action would destroy the 

cave.scenic beauty of the Mr. Poulson Q)lld give no more 
than an approximate location of the cave, but he did identitY 
the original discovers as James "Golf', Jr. (Gough) 
and John Hutcllings9 both of Lahi. In exchange for this 
information certain photographic privileges werƋ expected. 
Ont or about. August 2V. 1921. Dana Parkinson and Hr. Poulson 
visi ted the elder Hr. Gough to- 'see if he would take them to 
the cave, but correspondence of are Parkinson's reveals that, 
IIhe (dr, Gough) refused to disclose any thing regarding the. 
cave. ,,6 

Reports of the ƌjors had been carried in the local 
newspapers that sƍjer and came to the attention of seme 
members of an outdoor club in Payson, Utah. With the in­
tention of visiting the caves the club members arranged to 
make a trip to American Fork Canyon on August 14, 1921. That 
same day Vearl J. Manwi11. a lnember of the.club, succeeded 
in finding the sealed-over entrance to this much sought 
after cave. (Hr. Manwi11' s personal account of the discovery 
may be read in appendix B). Sitting around a campfire that 
evening after exploring the cava the club members discussed 
possible courses of action. PresƎƏably, without the partic­
ipants being avlara, a scene was re-enacted along the banks 
of the American Fork River which was, in essence, a duplication 
of one which occurred around an immortal campfire some fifty 
years earlier at. tho confluence of the Fireho1e and Gibbon 
rivers in \',Yoming. There. on September 19. 1870, Cornelius 
!ledges, s. member of the Washburn-Ovane-Langford expedition 
that was oxploring the Yellowstone region, countered pro-



posals that the natural 
Instead, he 

asid� 

wonder.s to su�divid$d tor personal 
exploitatior). offered the suggestion that the 
whole region be set as a national park. 

The Payson group having witnessed that day the result 
of depredation 

leader 
in Hansen1s Cave, were· open to suggestions. 

The of the group, Dra L.D.Pfouts, advanoed the idea 
that they fonn a olub whioh would be dedioated to the purpose 
of proteoting and preserving the cave .from vandalism. By the 
fire the Payson Alpine Club was created, and it was agreed 
that they would return two weeks later to ful.ly explore the 
cave. 

As most of the Am.erican Fork Canyon was wi.thin the 
\iasatch National Forest, officers of the admlni :;torl ng 
agency were particularly.i,nterested in det.enni.ni.ng the va1:\.<t-
ity of' the cave rumors. DUring the summer of 1921, ocoas­
ional searches were conducted in the canyon, but to no avail • 
. Therefore, on August ' 28, 192)., when Forest Deputy Sul)ervisor 
WalterG. Mann and Uanger Vivian N. to/est observed a number 
of aU Lomobiles parked by the riverside below the old Harisen 
cave they decidod to investigate. The tracks left by people 
in 'a large party went up the south wall of the canyon. Fol­
lowing the footsteps of the group , Mann and \-Iest found that 
they ascended the trail built by Hansen for a way then 
turned off and headed east. . �entually the Forest Service 
officArs came upon a group of about 22 people, se tting and 
r�sti ng by an,opening that led into the cliff face. Includ­
ed in the .party wero the members of the Payson Alpine Club. 
There was apparently some misunderstanding between the of­
ficials and the other group when they met, but this was clar. 
ified later when the facts became known. In order to 
protect the cave, the Supervisor and Ranger posted the area 
as a "pUblic' Service Site." The next day Fire Guard, Amber 
Boulter was stationed at the foot of the trail to prevent 
trespass. A short time later, for added protection , the 
Forest Service placed a door over the entranceway. This act­
ion was the first step in tho series that eventually led to 
the reservation of this tract as·a national monument. lVhen 
tho reservation was made as a "public service sitell the 
authorities recognized the fact that a mining claim had been 
staked on the same ground. 'rhe claim .'\vas the Lone star Lode 
which had been located by the Gough's and Hutchings. Assistant 
Acting District Forester R. E. Guy in a memorandum dated 
September ), 1921, stated that since liThe locater has done 
no work on the claim and as it has been posted with .the 
public service site signs, no present attention will be 
paid thereto by the Service." The locators of this claim 
apparently made little or no effort to dispute this decision. 
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On Octohttr 14, 1922, 'i..lrusidunt 'Warrr,>n G. Harding 
created Timpanogos Cavu National uonumunt by. Procla.'1lation 
No. 1640,. undor the authority of tho Act of Juno 8 1906 

During tho poriod of excitement over tho discovery of 
Timpanogos Cave and at the time when only special groups were 
being takon through, anothņr cave was discovered. The Forest 
Service was notified soon after of the discovery of this 
socond cave. The caVe was situated approximately mhhva.v be­
tween the old Hansen Cave and the recently uncovereJ Tim­
panogos. Because of the very difficult approach to the 
natural entranco, and tho long, almost vertic&l drop to the 
floor, no immediate plans wore mado to open it to the public. 
Recogni tion Has given. at tho time f to the possibility of 
drilling a tunnel from the cliff face level with tho cave 
floor. Later, after tho caves had been explored IDore thor­
oughly, the possibility of linking them by two short tunnels 
was roalized. Eighteen years later the joining of the three 
sŇ)arato caves, by man-made passageways, into one linear 
systaň was accomplished. 

the last or the three in the Timpanogos Middle Cave, 
group to 
his nephew lJayne E. 

be discovered. was foUnd qy Georgo Hebŉr Hanson and 

dIDDLE 'CAVE 

Hansen. George Hober Hansen was the son 
of ivlartin Hansen, and lvayneE. Hansen was the elder Hansen's 
grandson. Ever since Hartin Hansen's discovery of the one cave 
and possibly the entranco to another. he would, from time to 
time, relate these adventures to members of his family. There­
foro, whenever tho Hansens entered the canyon they were usually 
on the alert for' similar features. Reward finallY came to 
the two members in tho fall of 1921, a scant six weeks after 
the announcement of the location of Timpanogos Cave' by the 
Forest Service. The exact date of discovery is in question, 
but an article in the November 19, 1921, edition of the American 
Fork Citizen quotes George Heber Hansen as finding the cave 
on October 15, 1921. Wayne E. Hansen, the co-discoverer, in 
his personal account of tho avent tentativeŊ places the. 
dato a few days later. 3 

04 btat. 225). . t , 

Tho ustabllshllwnt of a ••ational .t!onul1umt only onu month 
after an official requost, and within-14 months of its dis. 
covuliY' Inay havu sot a rocoro. 

REFERENCES 

1. �nderson, Mrs. Arthur. Interview, December 9, 19600 Also article in 
Lehl (Utah) Free Pressj/ October Z8, 1937" 

Z. Poulson, Edwin S. Letter dated .June 30, 19Z1" to Forest Supervisor .. 

3. See Appendix C" following. 
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During ,the summer of 1914 or 1915" 
wont with my paronts and 
visit �e old Hansen Cave. 
ing named men and their Wives: 

It James \'1. Gough, Jr. 
a group of peop1e from Lehi,Utah to

This group consisted of tho follow­
James vi., Gough, 5r., Harmon

liilma Johnson" Thomas A. Taylor. 
years of agejFrank Johnson 

APPIiNDIX A 

The iQllowingaccount of tho discovery of a oa.ve now known as 
Timpanogos Cave was dictated by Jamos W. Gough, Jr. on Decem. 
bel' 13, 1960. 

, 

Johnson., Lavon Fox, 
 There 

wore 
 also two boys 14 or lS and 
myself. 

Mule the adults of the party were visiting the cave, 
Frank Johnson and I, who had been to the cave at ,other times, 
took a hdl<e. In going up over some steep ledges we found our­
selves in a. position in which we could not get Pnl(" ilown the way 
we went up. After several. hours 'of, trying to find a way down, 
we finally discovered a notch in ,the canyon wall wlp..ch would 
allqw us to descend.·· To do this, I held on to the roots of a 
tree and dangled' over' the side 'While Frank, clinging to my body, 
slowly climbed down and then dropped to the ledge five feet 
below. I then dropped to the ledge and was oķ prevented from 
plunging over the ,edge of a vertical drop of about 300 feet by 
Frank who grasped me. 

Proceeding around the ledge, we discovered a place that 
looked mineralized. 'I started digging into a fissure which 
showed some mineralization that looked similar to mineralizod 
rock I had soen at tho Scranton mine. lĸle digging, i t  soon 
boca.'lle apparent that I; was breaking into an opening or holo 
in the mountain side. Pulling the rock and soil away from tho 
opening, it was soon large enough for me to look into. Looking 
down into the hole, I could see anothor· opening about ten feet 
below which a.dmitted daylight. This aroused the curiosity of 
Frank and myself. and further investigation revealed that. a 
large slab of rock had been placod in the entranceway to a cave. 
This slab was almost compietely buried and covered with tOl)soil, 
and only the uppor portion was sticldng out. , Grass growing in 
the soil showed that it had boen sealed up for a good many years. 
By taking anothor rock and pounding tho "koyll that held the slab 
in place, I broke the "keyll and the slab plunged dOim into the 
cave. ,dy curiosity '-las aroused to the point whore I had to go 
down into the cave and soe what was in it. Lighting a. piece of 
candle which I had boon carrying in my pocket, I persuaded Frank 
to go with mo down into the opening. Hhile climbing down, some­
thing suddenly knocked my hat off. Thoughts of bears and moun_ 
tain lions raced through my head and'I decided to get out of tha 
cavo as fast as possible. Attempting to scramble back up the 
slopo, my foot hit a slick, mossy spot; I slippod, lost my 
grip, and slid to tho bottom of the slopo about ton foot 
below. In falling, I had lost my light and my hat. Every­
thing about mo, as I sat. \-laS darkness and dust. At first 
I vlas VO'J:"lJ frightĹned, as I thought a bear would got me. Up 
above I could hoar Fran1( laughing and iaughing; than ho 

• 
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called dovrtl and saiu ·tta:: ::"1, " "'�" CC:/��'l oCL c,i:d::;' r .. au lmocicod 
my hat off and not a boar. It Has not lODS beforo the dust 

• cloared allay and ODea l::y oyas h"d COCOlHO d.c::customod to tho 
chango from broad daylir;ht. I could seo fairly vTOII vrith 
the light that camo through tho opening abo vo . Frank carno 
down to "lhoro I vras I and together lto oxplorod tho cava un-

til wo ca.'1l0 to a door} holo in tho floor. Ho vwra blockod 
from �xploring dool)or into tho cavo by tho pit in the floor 
as we could soo no ,.;ay around it. Ho thon loft tho nowly 
found cavo and roturnod to aansonls Cave to tell our folks 
of tho discovery. 1!hon HO arri vod thoro we found thom just 
coming out of tho cave. J\ftor .fO had told our folks of tho 
find. wo all rushed around to tho ontranco to oxplor o it . 
The group entered tho cavo , but Has also halted by the pit. 
Some of tho mon then wont outsido to got a log which was used 
to bridge tho halo in the cave fleor. After crossing the 
log bridge, the party explored the cave as deeply as 't-.rhat is 

now known 
 as tho "Hoar t  of Timpanogos.1l Noar the Heart tho . 


cavern branched into a number of passageHays going in many 

directions. Fearing vIe would become lost if 1;e '"(vent too 

far into the maze, it. vIas decided -to stop exploring at this 

point and return in about two woeks '{,rith botter and mora 


equipment than '-Ie had on hand. Hore 1'01'0, string for marl<­
ing the trail , carbide lantorns woro needod , or so we thought. 

Tv10 Hooks later a party consistingof·my father Jamos 
C. Gough. Sr., mysolf t and per haps tt-IO or throe other poople t 


the names nOvI forgo tten , roturned and fully .explored tho 

cava.' In tho bottom of tho cavo HO found a beautiful lako, 

ico cold and crystal clear. Tho many oponings
æor side 

passaga"lays, Hhich we had at first feared I-lould lead into 

a bewildering maze, \'10re actually only short passagol'Tays , 

and thoro was no real danger of getting lost. lJhQn "t'10 re­


turned to the e ntranco"Nay viO noticed some bones at the bot­


tom of the· slopo; thesohad been brokon by the slab of rock 

which häd covered the entrancoå;ay when it fell. 


About ono month later, after we had explored tho 

ontire cave system, Thomas A. Taylor took a i-lutual Group of 

about 15-20 boys and gir ls througa the cave. After the 

dutUal group's trip tho cave was commonly known, and m?nY 

other groups ,>Tent through tho 
 cave • 

Approximately one yoar later . becauso of. the frac-
ture that lool<:ed minoralized. lUY father and' I staked- tho 
cavo.ground for a. minoral claim. I sent a samplo of the rock to 
John Hutchings, vTho livod in Scranton at tho time, to have it 
analyzod. Hutchings found tho sample contained J� zinc. About 
six months later John Hutchings moved to' Lehi, Utah. and being 
so interested in tho cave,. ho tras taken in as a third partnor. 
oach holding a one-third interest in the claim. 

OVor tho l)oriod of years that wo held the claim to the cave 
ground, I "t-1ont to tho cavo twenty-one times.· On the last trip 
to. tho cave bofore I left to "Tork in Sholley, Idaho, I took a. 
powder box to tho cave• .  This box contained pOl-roer caps, tuses, 
and carbide. It had been givon to me by John Hutchings in 
Scranton, and Was lott in the ca.vo f'or·tuture uso. 
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APPIil:IDIA B 

Tho follotd.ng is an account surrounding tho' discovory of 
Timpanogos Cave, b.YYearl.J. Han'td.ll. 

I was born in Payson, Utah, NovQiloor 15. 1900 to John 
. 	 V. and Elizaboth Keele Mant·Ji1l. Father "Tas a farmor of 

modorato moans,· but about l9Q8, ho t-Tent ). 't-rork for tho 
Forest Sorvice as a. Rane;or. For about a year ho "Tas stationed 
at Vornon, in Tooolo County,thon ,ho got transforrod to Juueri­
can Fork Canyon in 1909. , At· that timo he had five children, 
throe boys and t't<TO girls. 

\/e livod at the South Fork Rangor station in tho sum. 

mor and in American Forl<- in tho 't.nnter vmoro "TO w()nt to 

school. Tho sur.llUors "'TOre very interosting, but 1'10 salT vory 

f01'1 pooplo. Nostly minol's, oro haulers, prospoctors, sheep 

horders, and on holidays,. covered l'ragons of campers "rould 

somoti."1los como up from· tho valloy to picnic. Occasionally 

an artist or oxploror. l'rould stay ovor at our houso for a 

night. On thoso occasions, as a boy t I 't-laS fascinated by 

somo of thoir stories of legonds about Indian gold minGS, 

oxploring, and prospocting. 


I lator loarned that thoro 't'ras a cave about a milo 

d01-m tho canyon called Hanson r sCavo, and my mothor told mo 

of going through it t-r.i. th somo Uni vorsi ty of Utah students 

in 1898, and doscribod its beauty. I lator got a chanco to 

go through it, and it 
 vory boautiful. 

Ho spent nino summors in tho canyon, and on sovoral 
occasions, I took school chums through tho cave using can­
·dlos for light. In 1918, fathor lITaS transforrod from lUllori­
can Fork to tho strauborry Valloy rang or station , ,so he moved 
back to Payson so tho boys could 'trork the farl.ll in the summer 
time. 

Ho lllissed tho canyon vorJ much so t-ro organizod a small 
hild.ng club and every other ueok-ond 1'10 lIould go camping, 
.I.'i.ountain climbing or oxploring'. 

In the S'lllillnor of 1921, \TO 1-tont on tho annual Timpano­
gos Mountain Climb, thon in camp that evoning HO planned our 
next trip_ 

I rcmemborod reading an articlo in tho knorican Fork 
Citizen that 1-laS entitlod "Rumors of l"'..ysterious Cave in 
Amorican Fork Canyon . 1I 110 assumed that somoono Imot'l l'1horo 

it "ras, so 'tiO docided to go up to tho canyon on August 14, 

1921, and go through i t  . . \10 wont to soo Hartin Hanson 
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an 
tially growing over 

wa.lked over to it 
rolling down 

it up and the hole was' about two feet in diameter. 
called the rest of the 

foot of the first incline , 

(discoverer of Hansen's Cave) and he said he had heard rumors, 
but knaw nothing about its where-abouts, but it" we were going to 
look for it, to look for it in the general area and level as 
Hansen Cave, as it was formed on a fault and i f  the fault ex.­
tended through tho rocks that would be the logical place to 1001<:. 

\Ie then proceeded up the canyon and went through rlansen1s 

Cave. \Ie had carbide miner I 5 lamps, candles and also 
 couple 
of cameras and a flash gun for taking pictures. At this time 
we were very disappointed , as the onyx and beauty of the cave had 
been practically all stripped off. He didn t t take any pictures, 
but proceeded to the. entrance where we decided to separate and 
do exploring. I went alone and went to the west, then climbed 
up over the ledges to the top and then turned back east and down 
the east side of the big ledges . I stopped to rest at a point 

,about the same level as Hansen's Cave, but about 3/4 m11e east 
and as my eyes scanned the mounta1.ns:i.de, I· noticod next to th,e 
ledge artlficial appearance like ma.sOnl-Y with vegetation par­

it ,about thirty feet west of where I sat. 
I and kicl<:ed at it and one of tho loocks came 
loose. an incline inside of thá mountain. I opened 

I immedia.tel;, 
group and we proceeded to exploloe, it. 

At the about )0 feet down, was a room. 
of rather spacious dimensions and on the floor was part of an 
old dynamite box (all soggy and mouldy). This indicated that 
someone had been in before and then sealed up the entrance and 
had either lost. the location or was keeping ât secret . 

a 

to explore it. It was a thrilling ex.­
peri ence as there were no trails or tracks to follow . In places 
we had to lay on our stomachs and squeeze through. Other places 
we had to make ourselves into human bridges or ladders to help 
:the: ladies' along. About h'8J.f-way 

lie then proc'eoded 

through, half of the party 
beoame ãrightened and turned back. ijowever, three of the men 
arid two ladies proceeded all the way and we took pictures of ' 
what is now called "Fath.er Time's Jewel 'Box." 

lie then went back out and joined the rest of the party and 
closed up the entranoe, 'äuch as the way we found it and went 
back down to the canyon bottom where we were camped and that 
night by the light of ca:np!ire, discussed our find and talked 
about ways and means to preserve its beauty for· posterity instea 
of allowing it to be vandalized as Hansen's Cave had boen. We 
decided to start: by organizing an outdoor club dedicated to the 
objective of preserving the cave , :which we did. 

'-Ie, called it the Payson Alpine Club and I was elected pres-
, ident and J.rJ:f sister El.on .M.anwill, secretary. We decided to re­

turn in about tw weeks and meaSure, map, and photograph the cave 
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then turn our inf'ormòtion OVer to the proper authoriti.s for. 
their assistance. 

He returned the following week (ed. two weeks) with a 
party of twenty-two, but ,0 much time was spent showing it 
to the other group that we did no measuring, but did take a 
few pictures. when we left the cave, we were met near the 
mouth by Deputy SUpervisor Ham and Ranger Hest of the For­
est Jervice who demanded to lóow what we were doing there. 
Hhen we explained they did not believe us. They seemed to 
think that we were the .persons ôlho were keeping the where­
about-s of the cave a secret and wero attempting to COll'lDlor. 
cialize on it. So they, at that time, nailed up a sign on a 
nearby troe declaring tho location a public service site, and 
then told us to vacate at once and they would investigate 
our story. 

,A day later an article appeared in a Salt Lake Newspaper 
titled, "Forest Rangers Discover ):lysterious Cave." \ie were 
not mentioned in. the articlo. From this point on it was 
taken ovor by tho Forest Service. the Hasatch r'lountain Club, 
and a Dr. Hopkins (dentist) of Salt Lake City made valuable 
contributions by pictures and other assistance in preserving 
the cave. 

It was declared a National l'ionument in the fall of 1923. 
(ed: 1922) by Prosident Harding and later turned over to the 
National Park Service. 

I did not go near it again for several years, and it 
was not until about November, 1926, vlhen I read an article 
in the Improvement Era (LDS Church) Hagazine that stated that 
the U. s. Geolotr-Lcal Survey gave me official. recognition for 
the discovery that my namo was linked wi. th the discovery. It 

later learned that considerable investigation, law suits, 
claims, and counter claims had brought to light tho truth a.­
bout it. But I am glad that I have contributf,ild in part to. 
ward its preservationo 
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APPZl'rDIX C 

DISCOVERY OF THE dIDDLE CAVE OF TIelPANOGOS CAVE 

NATIONAL i'lONUi'lENT 


by 

HAYNE E. HANSEN 

On 0.1' abeut Octcber 20, 1921, my Uncle, Goerge Heber HanRAn 
and myself. then a yeung man ef .18 years. jeun1oyod to. Julls'l'lcan 
Fcrk Canyen to. hunt deer. 110. made tho. jcm'uay by hm."on !\nd 
buggy. 

, 

He traveled up the canyen to. the lecatien new knewn as 
Timpancgcs Cave Camp. left the horse and buggy there and maclk our 
way en·feet up the canyen to. Tank Canyen, just belew,the eld 
Hanging Reck. "'e travoled up Tat:lk Canycn climbing to. the tcp 
ridge. Then we preceeded to. hunt in the ledges and pines back 
dcwn the canyen to. a peint acrcss from the cld Hansen Cave and 
new Timpanogos Cave. It was abcut mid-day and we sat dewn here 
to. eat eur lunch. 

1lhile eating and resting, we were loeldng across the canŪ 
pair ef field glasses whi,ch Uncle.Heber had breught 

we lecated the entrance ef GrandfathQr's eld,cave 
now Timpaneges Cave. 

Because of a ster,y teld by Grandfather nansen, about anether 
cpening in the innnediate vicinity cf his cave, we 1'10.1'0. trying 
to. find this epening with the glasses and thus feund anether 
epening about midway betlvo.en Timpaneges and Hansen Caves, en 
about the same leveL, ' To. us, acress tho. canycn it appeared to. 
be t'toJ'O er three feet in diameter. He talked abeut it Clnd do.. 
cidod as we had net sighted any doer we would go. acress and try 
to. lecate this new epening. 

Frcm where we liere we came down to the canyon bettem where 
'We had left the buggy, over what we thūn called "Rattlesnake 
Slide" a very rugged and<:recky trail as I remember it. Leaving 
ever,ytPin8 we were carrying except cur rifles, we climbed thŬ 
trail to. the Hansen Cave. Then taking a course arcund and up 
the canyen, on about the same level, we worked our way through 
bru'sh, timber ,and ledges .until we feund this new epening.I 

He found it to. be an epening ef about feur to. five feet 
in height and three feet 'Wide. It was bigger than it had 
appeared to. be 'from acrcss the canycn. It seemed to. be the 
epening ef a huge crack in the canyon wall. We ventured into. 
the epening as far as· we dared, using what matches we ŭd. The 
ep¢ng. we feund, slanted dewnward. The ncer ef the 'epening 
ended abŮw geing straight down. 

It was decided to. tell Grandfather' about it and get a 
party together and ceme back. tJhon we arrived back at Ameri. 
can Ferk that evening (with no. deer). We told Grandfather 
and ethers ef the family about it. Evoryene was exoited a­
bout what we had feund, so. a party was fermed and a date sot 
to go. back and explere this new ca.ve. 
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i·Iombors of this i'i115t pa11ty as I romc;:uber them woro: 
Grandfathor, ;.'1artin Hanson, lily two uncles, Goorge Heber :i.ansen 
and Thomas Hansen, ono of my two eldor brothers, Eňŉ\LŊd R. 
Hansen or 100 T. Hansen, myself, and Richard H. Hanson. father 
of l·jay:r.o T. nansor'4.. 

He took along 'Vr.l.th about 60 foe t of hay dorrickus, 
rope, o1:.."'or small ropes, flashlights, ca.'1.dles. hand picks 
and other things 1.,0 t hou ght W'o 'tolOuld no ed . He arrived at tho 
n01-)" cave the morning of October 24 or 25, 1921. secu red the 
derrick rope ,at the top of tho opening, lotting tho end fall 
dOI·m ovor tho odge of the l odge insido. 

As I rememb er , Uncle H eber ,vas tho first man to attomp t 
to go down into tho cavo. He did not knotv how far do't-r.':. it 

be or if i';o had enough rape. So i"O had dropped rocks 
dOlm and thoy q, id not soem to £.all too far before vIC heard 
thom strilw bottom. :;loon Uncle Hobor shouted, that he was on 
tho bottcm and 'VTO all foll owod :t..im dOvin into the cave. 

He spc:"1t about t1'10 0:::' tl�:::,eo hou::..... s expl ori:� g this noi': 
cavo that day, 'D'J.t lator another l)arty wont up and r..ade the 
secon d trip through. 

Tr.is second. pa:::'ty 1-7aS a biggor bunch. Included 'tvo:::'e my 
t1*10 b:cothors-iq"1-1a:t1 � Loo Tl:o:....;:o a¨'1d JU:lius Adams, m.y fa-tho:.... , 
Richax-d I-Ł. Ilansc1""'©. r::.y y01ll':go::, "Drotrior". j.':c:.::''''-CiŐ1 S. :ia.m.i.so:'1,both 
of my older brothers, uncle hOSOT and Ŏysolf. Grandfather 
did n ot make this t:dp b ecause of his ago and because the 
other t rip had boon quito on l.1J...1T.. 

It. '-las dn::ing ti:is sccoo(l CXI)loratio::. that an inciŃcnt 
occurred i'lrªch 't·:ill r:ot '00 forc;ottc::-: ':Jy tlio mer,"!bcŏs. In or'uor 
to get out 0::: tr... o cave, .. 0 rr.:::tst Cli.111b avo,: hand. up0:"" hz..r:d 
about 60 foot of :;cI)O, I)ullil'1g yoursolf 0""0.:: tho leclgo at tho 
top. I:1 a foVT p:::"a.cos on t::.o Ŀŀay '.Xi? you c,yuld ::-race yom'solf 
agair1s·t: t:.. Q v7alls of tĽG h-..;.go c«ac:() �uP pAi:ost of t.b.o cl:..mb 

on to the 

uo SI)cnt ar...cthc:: 11.our cQ tt^o cli111sing a.rou:'1u a.:"';.Q ox­

I)lorŋg a:-1c1 1\1"'cra 0;[,;. au:." 1·;aŅr o·..lt of tho cave ltrl:on Leo '::;.orq'1e t 
out aŌd had roachod łOr) a.t tll.O lOQga, 

ir� a:",... őJ.p:."igll..t 'posi­
tuG:v6ht srifs at ľhc 

E- b:ic�l'cōO f::..ńo:-:: 1l.Yr..orican ņo:Ňl{ a:::d 

�'i-.; 1 -I "-...,- .- ..".... "' .... -. 
...... 10,.< ................. l,..<.......... 0 .... Ci. ....... ..;.. • 

- .. 
:1:Ri. vo j�"':,roc.. 
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