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IICave lllustrations before 1900:  a catalogue of non-photographic 
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BERMUDA 'S CAVES AND THEIR HISTORY 
by G erald Ghmn Forney 

INTRODUCTION 

B e rrrlUda is one of the most isolated islands in t he w o rld since it 
is nearly 600 mil es from the nearest land . Although the land .ar e a  
o f  Bermud a :is only 19 square m iles, there a r e  more than 52, 000 
inhab itants, T h e  island.is surrou.nded by a shallow b ank, so that 
if sea level were to fall 60 {eet. 'the .. 1and area of Bermud a w0.llld 
triple t o  a bouT. 60 square mil es � 

Bermud a w as d iscovered b y'the Spanish sea captain Juan de Bermu ­
dez in 1.503, but the island w as uninhabited unt il 1609. In that year , 
the Sea Venture. a shjp carrying Sir G eo�ge S omers and a p arty of 
settl ers '6O'1.i".ndTor�Virgima wrecked oli the north end of the.is1and . 

,The c ast aw ays spent n early a year on Bermuda building another 
ship and1then continued on to Vir ginia. However, they wrote suth 
glow ing reports about the is I and that In 16).2 th e first permanent 
settle:r;,s came from England William Str achy, a member of So­
mers' group wrote an account,of their stay that is commonly 
thought t o  h ave been one of Shakespear e's sou·

rces in w r iting The 
Tempest [n 162,4, Captain John Smith wrote abput the Summer-.,. 
Isles or' Bermuda and discussed 

·
the se arch for £:resh w ater, men ­

t ioning that; in sO.me places there were "verye stran g e ,  d arke and 
cumb e rsome C aues (Smith. \.624, 1907 ed . ,  p. 332). This w as t�e 
fi�st refere;p.ce to'B e rmuda s many, well -decorated caves (Lefr oy, 
1877 , p. 7 5 9 ) .  ' 

Sin ce 1971 , Mr. C ;I"L Iliff and t have. been
' 

studying the history and 
geology of the c aves in B ermuda" TOday over' t�enty caves are 
known in B ermuda9 and ten others are known by nam e ,  but have 
appare:Qtly been d est;roY�d. This report is based on fieldwork by 
M1r. RoC • .Forney, Jr., and 1 in November, �9Jl an<!.by Mr. and 
Mrs. C.H .  Iliff m A pril and June , 197.2. Many of tlie. references 
to caves on the island came fro.m the B e rmud a Ind ex, a card file 
compiled by Mrs. Terry Tu ck er of the Bermuda Library. Mr, 
D avid W ingat e, Gove rnm ent C ons�.r.vatjon Officer e us inIor-
m ation on caves he explored while hu.nting for bird bones. Mr. Wm. 
Zuill corrected a few of our factual er r ors deating w ith histo r ic al �. ' 

quest ions. Nurn'erous B ermuda.,residents inc.lud ing Mr. Stan Brown, 
Mr . Edd ie Fox, Mr. Arthu r Hay'cock. and Mr . and Mrs. J a ck 
Mayne gave information on �aves they own or man age . D rs 0 S. J . 

G ould, L S Land; F"T Mack en z i e . A C, Neumann, and Alexan­
der W etmo r C' gave publls hed anel unpub.Lish eel information. R, L. 
B r e itsch, DoN, B ri son, Dr W R HaJlid.ay, and P.M. Hauer pro-

. v id ed additional usefJ.ll.�eferences. as d id j . •  M. QuinLin , Jr, W. 
Mixon and G Jackson hGlped in edit ing and pr epar ing the manu­
s c r ipt A shorter version of th is paper. w as submitte d  to the Sixth 
Int ernat lOnal C ongres;., ot Sp eleology. 
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G EOLOGY 

The r o ck that crops out over most of B ermuda i s  a s and stone that is 
compo s ed of c al cium carbonate, rather than quartz s and . The s and 
w a s  d erived from brohen s e a  s h ell s, Foraminif era, and c al c ar eous 
algae that lived in shallow w ater s urrounding the island . The s and 
w a s w ashe d  asho r e  b y  w aves and blown about to form large dUIeS, 
which w er e  c emented by r ain and fre s h  ground w ate r . TOd ay virtu -
ally all the rock in Bermuda i s  dLln e ljme s tone although a small frac ­
t ion of  the lime stone p rob ably formed in shallow w ater and not a s  dunes. 

The c ement ed dunes extend as much as 260 feet above sea level . Sev ­
e r al un succe s s ful water w ells have shown that, in plac e s , the lim e s tone 
continues dovln to 150 feet below s e a  l avel. The lim estone overlies a ... , 
l a y er of. w e athered volcanic. deb riS, which in turn r e s t s  on b a s altic lav a .  
The bas alt h a s  been d ated as Middle Eo cene t o  Middle Oligocene age 

(30 to SO miUion years B . P.) by the potassi.um-argon method tG ee s ,  
19 6 9 ,  p .  56) .  

During the construction of the Impe rial Dockyard , which began on Ir e­
land Island in 1 809, s ever al c aves w e r e  blasted open and d e stroyed. 
One of the office r s  connected with the work noticed that the c aves on 
Ireland Isl and and els ewher e  in Bermud a contained l arge stahl grhit1!s 
that were und er s alt w ater (Nel s on, 1 84 0 ,  p .  113). Nel s on did not real ­
ize th at a ch ange in s e a  hvel had d rowned the stalagmite s ,  but instead 
s ugge sted that evapo.ration was not ne c e s  s ary for s peleothem growth . 

S ever al y e ars lat er, Williams (1848 , p .  154) propos ed that the d r owned 
c av e s  in Bermuda meant that the land w as slowl y sinking. The Harr ­
ington Sound , which i s  a mile w id e  and tw o mil e s  long ,  w a s  therefo re 
formed when uan exten sive sub sidence of  the land l! took pl ace . Since 
then, Bermud al s  drowned c aves  have frequently been cited  as evid ence 
that the rel ative position of l and and s e a  have changed on the island . 

After Darwin publi shed his theory on cor al reefs , g eologi sts felt that 
the submergence of BermUda was caus ed by a gradual sinking of the 
volc anic pede stal that und erlay the island (Thomson,  1878, p .  2 86 ) .  
It took many y e a.rs for geologists  to re alize the true cau s e  of the 
drowned c aves and s e a  level change. In 1840, Louis AgaSSiz s ugge s ­
t ed that there had been a great ice age in Europe . M aclaren (1842) 
r e alized that s uch an i c e  age ITIust  have b een att ended by a large 
world -wid e drop in s ea level . 

In 1907. V erill r e alized that the rocks of Be rITIud a w ere a s erie s of 
dune lim estone s with interbedded red s o il s . During the cour s e  of his 
stUdies ,  V erill visit ed Peni s tongs C ave,  T u cker 1 s Isl and C ave,  and 
s ever al others .  Verrill s uggested that for red s oils to  forITI betw een 
dune layer s , the.re ITIust hav e  been periOdS of re-elevation while the 
volc ano w as sub siding . S ayl e s  (1931) propo s ed i nstead that the vol c ano 
w as s tanding s till, but s e a  level w as ITIoving up and down as the glaciers 
r etre at e d  and advanced . 

Swinnerton (192 9 a, 1929b) examined Crystal, W ond erl and: Leamingt on1s ,  
A dITIiralls , and Bas s ett1s C ave s ,  and su.ggested that Bermuda1s c ave s 
w ere forITIed by  water des c endi9<f along joints und er vad o s e  conditions. 



However, he only included sketchy des criptions of the caves and no 
locations. Swinnerton also recognized that Harrington Sound and 
Castle Harbour were not giant sink.holes, but were merely low areas 
that had formed between dunes. Bermuda seemed to have two dis­
tinct types of depressions, whi ch tOday would be called karstic and 
non-karstic or constructional (Swinnerton, 1929b, p. 81). 

Some years later, Bretz (1960a, 1960b) revived the older ideas 
about the origin of Bermuda IS topography and suggested that the,. . 
bays, sounds and harbors were "huge solutional depressions" (196uu, 
p. 1730). In the course of his karst studies, Bretz '.lisited AdmiraPs, 
Joyc e, Walsingham, Tu cke.r's Town, Leamington, Wonderland, 
Crystal, and Castle G roUo Caves. He also examined the caves in � 
the Government and Wilkinson Quarries and the caves on St. Da vid'S 
Island between the Lighthouse and the Battery. He felt that BermUda IS 
caves represented "isolated portions of former1 y extensive systemsll 
so that the entire island could be des cribed as a "partially drowned, 
late mature., ,karstll. The evidence cited for a phreatic origin of 
the caves inclUded blind solutional pockets and nearly horizontal pas­
sageways. 

More recent studies of the geology of BermUda emphasize the non­
karstic origin of Bermuda's lands cape. Assuming a rate of erosion 
only slightly greater than the present rate, Land, Mackenzie and 
Gould (1967, p. 999) suggested that only about a meter of overall ero­
sion could have occurred since the rock was formed. Much more 
rock must be removed to prOdu ce a "late mature" karst. They also 
pointed out the Neumann's (1965) ba.thymetric map of Harrington 
Sound shows a line of subITlarinesand dunes on the bottom of the 
sound. This suggests th at the sonnd is constructional rather than 
karstic. 

CAVE DESCRIPTIONS 

CRYSTAL CAVE, HAMILTON PARISH 

Crystal Cave is one of the two B erITludian caves that is lighted and 
it is visited by as many as 800 persons per day (Anon., 1969a). 
The entrance to the cave is an artificial tunnel about 120 feet above 
sea 1avel, and the upper part of the cave is a large fracture passage 
with much breakdown and few signs of solution. The fracture rapid-
1y descendS to a tidal pool 200 feet long and conta ining a long pontoon 
bridge. The pool has been explored to a depth of 80 feet, by divers, 
and there are large drowned stalagmites at dept hs of 30 to 60 feet 
(Bretz, 1960b, p. 1743), The ceiling above the pool is low and cov­
ered with stalactites. 

The three accounts of the discovery of Crystal Cave are generally 
similar but differ in some important details. Paine (1911) tells .the 
story from a nearly conteITlporary viewpoint, and his is probably 
the most accurate although somewhat overly romanticized. In March, 
1905, a 14-year-old boy named Carl Gibbon was playing with a_Iriend 
named Edward Hollis. Gibbon noticed a cool breeze corning from a 
hole, and after pulling aside some rocks , the boys found a cave. They 
returned with lights and climbed down 100 feet to the lake. Gibbon 
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swam across the lake and about three hours later, they collected a 
few stalactites and returned to the surface. 

Gibbon's father was delighted to learn that such a potentially valu­
able att raction lay beneath his land. The boys returned several 
days later with a rope and acetylene bicycle lamp to dO more ex­
ploring. Louis Mowbray, a biologist. heard about the cave and 
asked Gibbon about bones in the cave. Mowbray and Gibbon visi­
ted the cave and found bird bones and feathers embedded in calcite. 
The feathers apparently belonged to the cahow, a bird described 
by early colonists but thought to be extinct. 

Although Gibbon1s father owned the entrance, most of the cave was 
under the land of a neighbor, who blasted an art ificial entrance to 
the cave, walled up the passage that led to Gibbon's entrance and 
opened the cave to the public. 

According to the version of Shufeldt (1916, p. 627), Crystal Cave 
was .Ion property owned by a Negro named Gibbons. IIGibbons' 
son broke off several stalactites and tried to sell them to Louis 
Mowbray. Mowbray visited the cave on May 2, 1907, and found 
the skulls of a rat and a bat and also some bird bones. Some­
time in 1907, Mr. Edward McGall of Orange, New Jersey, also 
found bird bones and three feathers embedded in calcite in the 
cave. McGall and Mowbray both realized that the bird bones be­
longed to the cahow (compare Wingate, 1960, p. 146). 

The third version of the discovery (Anon., 1931) is told by the guides 
at the cave tOday. Crystal Cdve was discovered by "two coloured 
children playing with a rubber bal!,l. Sometime later � Mr. Julian 
1. Wilkinson not:iced a child playing with a stalactite and asked to 
see the cave where it was found. Wilkinson's sons explored the 
cave and they decided to commercialize it. They drove a tunnel 
and installed acetylene lamps in the cave. The first tunnel had 
100 steps (Anon., 1969a), and the cave was opened in 1908. In 191Z 
a more gently incl ined tunnel was driven, and this is the one in 
use tOday. 

In 1914. Universal Pictures prOduced a movie entitled Neptune's 
Daughter sta.rring Annette Kellerman, an Olympic swimmer, as 
Annette the Mermaid. N�ptune!� naull1:er was probably the first 
movie to use footage shot in a cave. s the movie begins, Ann­
ette swims through the Shark's Hole and into Crystal Cave (thanks 
to editing), where she pleadS with the sea witch to make her mortal. 
J..ater :in the movie, the Castle Grotto Cave is used as the throne 
room of Neptune. 

Crystal Cave has always been a popular tourist attraction. In 1920, 
the Prince of Wales, who later became Edward VllI, visited the 
cave. By 1928, the admission to the cave was four shillings, and the 
once-popular rides on Cahow Lake had been replaced by a pontoon 
bridge to serve larger crOWdS (Rider, 1928, p. 179). The present 
owner is Mrs. BernardW'ilkinson, and the manager is Mr. Randolph 
Furbert, Crystal Cave, Wilkinson Avenue, Bail ey's Bay. 
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WONDERLAND GAVE, HAMILTON PARISH 

The entrance to Wonderland Cave is only a few hundred feet north 
of Crystal Cave. The entrance is behind a locked gate. Nearby is 
a building with a faded sign that says IIPay here". Paine (1911) 
tells that the cave was discovered one day in 1907 when a Mr" Hay­
cock noticed a draft COUling froUl a hole on his property and asked 
Carl Gibbon to investigate. Carl found a cave that was not as large 
as Crystal Cave, but which had Ulany forUlations and a pretty lake. 
Mr. Haycock decided to open the cave for private exhibition. He 
hired Gibbon to construct trails and the boy discovered a large rooUl 
while working in the cave. 

Wonderland is the only Ulajor cave in BerUluda which is not Ulention­
ed by Rider (L9Z8). The cave was open to the public only interUlitt­
ently. A ccording to Mr. Arthur Haycock {oral cOUlUluncation, Nov­
eUlber, 1971}, the cave has been closed since before World War II. 
About 15 years ago. Wonderland Cave was purchased by the owner 
of Crystal Cave, Mr. Bernard Wilkinson. However in 1961, Mr .. 
Elystan Haycock was still described, perhaps incorrectly, as the 
owner of Wonderland Cave (Anon., 1961a). TOday the cave is gated. 
Mr. Arthur Haycock has one key and Mrs. Bernard Wilkinson, the 
other. 

LEAMINGTON CAVE, HAMILTON PARISH 

On November 26, 1909, a Mr. Anderson found a hole on his land and 
sent for Carl Gibbon who 1i"ved nearby. The hoI e did not go into a 
cave, so Anderson sent Gibbon to explore alone. He found another 
hole and climbed down 25 to 50 feet where he found a skull of SOUle 
sort. He left the cave hurriedly and later returned with his cousin 
Harold Gibbon. The two boys found a third hole, Uloved SOUle rocks 
and crawled into a large cave that had a lake and large chaUlbers and 
was larger than Crystal Ot' Wonderland Caves (Paine� 1911). Mr. 
Anderson visited the cave and decided to cOUlUlercialize it. He 
gave Gibbon a reward and a job as guide. 

Another version of the discovery relates that the cave was discovered 
in 1910 and operated by Clara and Alexander Anderson (Anon. , 1951). 
In 1946 , the cave was purchased by the LeaUlington Plantation Corpor­
ation. The cave is presently Ulanaged by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Mayne. 
Mr. Mayne (oral cOUlUlunica.tion, November, 1971) relates that the 
cave was discovered during land clearing operations a nd opened to 
the public in 1914. 

Rider (1928, p. 176> UlElntions that Leamington Cave was opened dur­
ing January, 1912 and that it was also known as Peniston's Cave. The 
Leamington Cave naUle was derived [roUl a nearby 17th Century house 
built by John Hubbard. The house was naUled for the Warwickshire 
town that was the Hubbard family1s original horne (Zuili, 1946, p. 171). 
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AnMIRAL1S CAVE� HA MILTON PARISH 

Admiral's Cave is located a quarter mile inland from Castle Har­
bour. at an elevation of 40 or 50 feet. The cave was described by 
Milne -Home (186(-, p. 424) as about 180 feet long, 40 to 60 feet wide 
and, in places ,u,p to 30 feet high. The entrance is 8 feet high and 
quite narrow and the floo.!:' descends rapidly and irregularly. The 
cave contains a large pool of salt water with a definite tidal action. 
Rider (1928� p. 170-171) desnibed the cave as 100 feet west of the 
Joyce's Dock Caves. The terrain is rough and we were unable to 
relocate the cave during November 1971. 

In 1819. Admiral Sir David Milne removed a large stalagmite 75 
feet inside the entrance and shipped it to Scotland. One of his sons, 
Sir Alexander. Milne, visited the cave in 1863 and found that 5 cubic 
inches of stalagmitic material had been deposited in the intervening 
44 years. Another son, David Milne-HoT1l..e (1866, p. 426) calcu­
lated that if the rate of deposjtion was constant, the large stalagmite 
which contained 7b,OOO cubic inches of calcite, must be 600, 000 
years old. The 600. OOO-year age has been widely quoted. but later 
authors such as Farrington (1901, p. 2. .55) have f ailed to note the 
assumption of a constant rate of deposition. 

Sometime in the 1920's. Hiram Hoyt found speci mens of the fossil 
landsnail Poecilozonites nelsoni pelsoni in Admi ralls Cave (Gould. 
1969b, p. '5f4T:·<-··-·-�··- -. - ,----

JO;YCE'S DOCK CAVESs HAMILTON PARISE 

Rider (1928, p. 171) claim ed that there were five caves in the Joyce's 
Dock group bllt mentioned only two of them, Island and Cathedral 
Caves, by name. At that time, [sland Ca,re was also known as Pros­
pero's .Magic Gave and was open to the public with an admission charge 
of three shilling tuppence or 75<:. 

An unfou.nded legend r'e!old by Smith (1958) claims that Sir George 
Somers found Island Cave while shipwrecl\ed on BermUda in 1609 -10. 
William Strachy's letter about the adventures of Somers' crew was 
one of the sources that Shakespeare ased in writing The Tempest 
("from the still-vexed BermootheslC I.ii.229). However the identi­
fication of Island Cave with Prospe.ro's Cell has no basis in fact. 

Mr. Ernest ("Pu.ssy") Bourne was still operating the cave as a tour­
ist attraction in J.949 at the age of 81 (Smith, 1958). The ii'rst forill of 
illumination was tor.ches ITlade of cedarwoOd brush, then acetylene 
and finally electric lights were used. At one point the ceiling be­
came so soot -covered that Bourne whitewashed the entire cave (Mrs. 
Jack Mayne, oral communication, November, 1971). 

Bretz (1960b, p. 1743), apparently having misidentified Island and 
Cathedral Caves, calls them Admiral and Joyce. Admiral's Cave 
is several hundred feet from Island and Cathedral which are so close 
that they probably connect. Gould (1969b, pp . . 5l3 -514) mentioned that 
'Prospero's Cave'was a locality for Poecilo zonit es 11' Hsoni nelsonia 
The Joyce's Dock property is now a Chotel called Grottoes Harbour and 
there is a subte.rranean bar in Island Cave. 

94 



WALSINGHAM CAVES, HAMILTON PARISH 

One of the ITleITlbers of Sir George SOITlers I shipwrecked crew was 
naITled WalsinghaITl? and the naITle is now attached to part of the 
area between Castle Harbour and Harrington Sound (Zuill, written 
cOITlITlunication", June 30, 1972). Over the years, the terITl Wal­
singhaITl Caves had referred to one or all the caves in the area. 
In 1840, Nelson (po 119) ITlentioned caves at WalshinghaITl, "near 
the ferryn, but indicated that they were not as pretty as other 
caves nearby. 

In 1803, the Irish poet ThoITlas Moore (1779-1852) was appointed 
registrar of the AdITli ralty Prize COlt rt in BerITluda. He spent· 
ITluch of his four ITlonths in BerITluda writing poetry in the shade 
of a calabash tree at WalsinghaITl near the hOITle of Hon. SaITluel 
Trott. One of his Odes and other PoeITls which was published in 
1806 ITlentions the dsparkling roofs and pearl-blue ponds" of the 
Walsin:ghaITl Caves (Hovey, 1896, p. 13)0' 

Early in this century, the twelve caves at Walsi nghaITl were the 
ITlost frequently visited caves in BerITluda (Verrill, 1908, p. 108). 
The largest of the WalsinghaITl Caves has two entrances and is 
located near the calabash tree (Rider. 1928: p. l82). More re­
cently, Paul Cooper found cahow and crow bones in a cave at 
WalsinghaITl (Anon. 19h 7b). TOITl Mooreis Cave ITlentioned by 
Gould (1969a, pp. 512 -513) is p.r.obably the Walsi ngham Cave 
since it is located IInorth of TOITl Moore's tavern". 

CASTLE GROTTO, HAMILTON PARISH 

Castle Grotto Cave is located on the coast of Castle Harbour just 
north of the ticket office for the Blue Hole Dolphins. The cave 
was used as the throne rOOITl of Neptune in the 1 914 ITlovie Nep­
tune1s Daughter (Ridel", 1928, p. 181). The cave has concrete 
walkways and was open to the public in the past (Rider, 1928, 
p. 172; Bretz, 1960b, p. 1743), but tOday it is used for storing 
dolphin food. There is also a passage behind the Blue Hole 
(Verrill, 1907, p. 42), but it is inaccessible tOday. 

GOVERNMENT QUARRY CAVES, HAMILTON PARISH 

In March, 1960 excavations at the GovernITlent Quarry opened a 
cave which contained ITlany bird bones (Anon., 1960a, 1960b, 
1962). Dr, Pierce Brodkorp of the University of Florida eXaITl­
ined the bones and found that ITlany were frOITl a flightless bird 
siITlilar to the clapper rail. Brodk_orp also identified the bones 
of two or ITlore sITlaller rails, a crow, a duck, a crane, and two 
species of sITlall songbirds, Other bones discovered caITle froITl 
a cuckoo, a sITlall lizard, and a bird that ITlay have been a large 
WOOd peeker. Unlike ITlost of the BerITludian caves, Rail Cave 
is a solution tube that shows few signs of collapse. The bird 
bones were disarticulated and had probably been wa:shed into 
the cave froITl the surface. Land (lQ70, p. 179) analyzed a 
stalactite collected in Rail Cave (written cOITlITlunication, May, 
1972). 95 



On February 2.3 or 24, 1966, workmen at this quarry found a cave 
in the shop area of the Public Works Department while digging a 
trench to lay cable (Anon., 1966, 1967a, Allen. 1966). The cave 
is under the stores building. It is 60 feet long, 40 feet wide and 50 
50 feet high in places. The cave contains many speleothems and 
David Wingate found a few cahow bones in it. 

During the weekend of November 11 and 12., 1967, David Wingate 
and Paul Cooper found the bones of finch-type birds, rails, and 
cahows in another newly opened cave in the quarry (Anon., 1967b). 
The fauna of Finch Cave also included a possible woodpecker, a 
large shearwater, and a lizard. The material was highly disartic­
ulated and was pvbab1y washed in from the surface (D. Wingate, 
oral commun:ication, November, 1967). 

In early May, 1969, workers at the quarry opened a cave several 
hundred feet long, 50 feet wide, and 10 feet high, with large pools 
of water at both ends (Anon., 1969a). David Wingate (oral comm­
unication. November, 1971) found a dead bat, Lasiurus sp., in the 
cave. The bat must have wandered in accidentally, since none of 
the bats in Bermuda normally inhabit caves (Wingate, 1959, p.5) . 

. Wilson's Cave, located near the Government Quarry, was recently 
bulldozed shut and will probably be destroyed by quarrying. The 
cave had a small natural entrance and was very well decorated. 
A talus cone of red soil contained many cahow bones (D. Wingate, 
oral communication, November, 1971). 

OTHER CAVES rn HAMILTON PARISH 

Thomson (1878, p. 304-305) used a slTIall rowboat to explore the 
well-decorated cave at Painter'S Vale near the present Castle 
Harbour Hote1. Verrill (1907, pp. 39-40; 1908, p. 109) mentioned 
a Peniston or Paynter's Vale Gave on the land of W.S.O. Peniston 
on top of a hill south of Harrington House. Rider (1928, p. 176) 
identifies Peniston Gave with Leamington Gave, but this seems un­
likely since Leamington Gave was not dis covered until 1910. H.C. 
Hoyt collected Poeci10zonites shells in a "cave near Harrington 
House" in 192. 7 1Tiii"c may have been Peniston's Cave. Apparently 
the Peniston Cave was destroyed by quarrying when the land be­
came part of the Government Quarry (Zuill, written communi­
cation, June 30, 1972.). 

Cooperls Hole is a cave along the coast of Castle Harbour just 
south of the Government Quarry (Rider, 192. 8, p. 176). Britton 
(1915) collected mosses in Cooper's Hole, but we have not been 
able to relocate the cave. 

Church Cave is located just south of the carriageway that leads to 
the Castle Harbour Hotel. The cave is a fracture that descends 
steeply to a small pool. It was supposedly used for worship by 
a 17th Century religious group that was being persecuted (Zuill, 
written communication, June 30, 1972.). Britton (1915) also col­
lected mosses in Church Cave. 
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ThoITlson (1878, p. 302) includes a picture of the entrance of 
Convolvulus Cave, which was also ITlentioned by Verrill (1907, 
p. 40). The cave was in the paynter IS Vale area, but has not 
been relocated. 

There is another cave called paynter's Cave on the hill between 
the Castle Harbour Hotel and the GovernITlent Quarry. The cave 
is probably not the one described as Paynter's Vale by Verrill 
since the entrance is vertical and very tight. The interior of the 
cave consists of a breakdown chaITlber 60 feet wide and 100 feet 
long and 15 to 20 feet high. navid Wingate (oral cOITlITlunication, 
NoveITlber, 1971) expl0 red the cave and found songbird and cahow 
bones. 

The cave in the Wilkinson Quarry which was ITlentioned by Bretz 
(1960b, p. 1714) and Gross (l964, p. 181) has been destroyed by 
quarrying activities. The bird bones and land snails collectedby 
nr. Heinz Lowenstarn. probably carn.e froITl this cave. WetITlore 
(1960) described the bird fauna from Wilkinson Q uarry which in­
cluded a cahow, a nearly flightless duck, a flightless crane, and 
a rail. 

In Mar.ch, 1960 workers digging a cesspit for the Eastern Exchange 
Building of the BerITluda Telephone Company broke into a cave 
65 feet long and 45 feet wide. Since the cave had no apparent out­
let, the project architect decided to use the enti re cave as part 
of the sewage faciUty: remark lIthe cave will increase the vol-
ume of the cesspit 20 timesll (Anon. 1960c). 

Verrill (190&, p. 11) also mentioned two collapsed caves on the north 
shore of the island near Bailey1s Bay, and a cave behind the Shark's 
Hole (Verrill, 1907, p. 40), but it is accessible only by boat. The 
water-filled sinkhole on Coney Island may also be a collapsed cave 
(Verrill, 1907 , p. 40). 

SMITH'S PARISH CAVES 

LlOYd (1855, pp. 155-156) ITlentioned a "curious and beautiful natural 
fish-pond near Harrington Sound, belonging to Mr. Trottl!.· This, 
The nevil1s Hole, was probably Bermudals first tourist attraction. 
It was walled by its owner: Mr. Trott, in 1830 and opened to the 
public with an adITlission fee in 1843 (Zuill, 1946, p. 175). Verrill 
(1908, p. lll) realized that the nevil's Hole was a collapsed sink­
hole. Harshberger (1914, pp. 195-196) examined the blue-green 
algae associated with small stalactites on the walls of nevil's Hole. 
He suggested that the algae help precipitate calcium carbonate by 
removing C02 from drip water. This cave was once also called Nep­
tune's Grotto (Rider, 1928. p. 175). 

Sears Cave, near St. Mark1s Church, is really a sinkhole that was 
once faITlous because it contained a rare fern (Zuill, written communi­
cation, June 30, 1972). However, ther.e has been extensive dumping 
into the cave and the ferns may no longer exist. 
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TUCKERiS TOWN CAVE� ST. GEORGE'S PARISH 

Tuck e.ris Town Cave is located in Tucker's Town about 200 feet east 
of the Mid -Ocean Coub. The cave entrance is immediately south of 
the road that runs along the southern shore of Tucker1s Town Bay. 
It is a shaft 50 feet deep with salt water covering much of the bottom. 
Remnants of steps and concrete walkways suggest that the cave was 
once developed. Swinnerton (1929: p. 80) indicated that the water 
in this cave showed a tid al range of about two feet and that the for­
mations in that zone had been partially dissolved. 

OTHER CAVES IN ST 0 GEORGE'S PARISH 

Bretz (1960b, pp. 1742 -174.3) mentioned five shallow caves along the 
coast of St. D vid's Island between the Battery and the Lighthouse. 
One of the caves, Freshwater Cave, contains ri mstone darns with 
pools that are stepped down from the entrance, which is in a sea­
cliff, into the cave. These rimstone pools are the only standing 
fresh water known in Bermuda. 

On August 4, 1969, a cave was discovered by engineers excavating 
for a playground on the hill beneath the Kindley A FB Ele�entary 
School. The playground is located at the intersection of St . David's 
Road and Texas Road, but the cave was destroyed immediately after 
being explo red. 

Maps made before World War II show a Cave Island in Castle Har­
bour, but it was buried during construction of the airport (see the 
map in Rider, 1928, for example). 

CAVE HOUSE, WARWICK 

On October 17, 1961, workmen found a cave whil e excavating for an 
addibon to Bel-Mer, the horne of Cdr.. and Mrs. Geoffrey Kitson. 
The cave was explored by Mr. Elystan Haycock and was described 
as low with handS -and -knees crawling. The cave extendS tOday from 
the basement of the house, along Harbour Road, under the Belmont 
Golf Course. Cdr. Kitson has installed lights in the cave, but it is 
not open to the public. The dis covery of the cave was des cribed in 
many newspaper articles (Anon. , 1961a, 1961b, 1964; Allen, 1966; 
Kelly, 19b1j Mason, 1963; Rose, 1961). 

BASSETT is CAVE, SANnYS PARISH 

Nelson (1840, p. 118) described Bassett's Cave near Somerset as the 
largest cave in Bermuda since Hit is said to extend for more than a 
milel', The cave was also mentioned by LlOYd (1835, p. 192), who 
tells of an apparent suicide or drowning that took place in the cave. 
In 1907, Edward MeGall found a "perfect skull and beak of Strickland's 
shearwater!l in Bassett's Cave (Shufe1dt, 1916, p. 626), The location 
of the cave is shown on the map in Zuill (1946, p. 351); it is on the 
mainland, facing Tuckeris Island. The cave was rediscovered in 
1961 and used by the U.S. Navy for dumping fuel oil. TOday a man­
hole cover marks the only entrance (Mason, 1963, pp. 35-37). 
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T UCKER'S ISLAND C AVE, SANDYS PARISH 

Nelson (1840, p. 119) d es c r ibed a cave on Tucker's lsland as about 
80 fe et long and 40 feet high. The cave was partially water -filled , 
w ith pools up to 14 feet d eep and c e ilings as much as 15 feet above 
the water. It contained stalactites as much as 7 feet lon g ,  but the 
cave was d estroyed during constru ction of fortif ications. 

Another cave on Tucker's Island was 300 feet long,  from 50 to 200 
feet w id e ,  and up to 60 feet from floor to roof. The floor was a 
large pool about 12 feet d eep and the cave was toured by rowboat. 
It was lighted by a generator of ac etylene outs ide the cav e ,  and 
in 1908 (Verrill , 1908, p. 110), was the only commercial cave in 
B ermUda. This  cave may have b e en d estroyed by construction of 
the U oS � Naval B a s e  on T u cker1s Island. 

ntELAND ISLA ND, SA ND YS PA RISH 

Nelson (1840, pp. 112 -113, 119) also d escribed several caves opened 
and d estroyed during construction of fortifications on Ireland Island. 
Most contained saltwater  and drowned stalagmit es and exte�d well 
b elow sea level. A cav e und er tge North Bastion contained b ird bone s 
and snail. shells fHeli xll , most probably Poe cilozonite s )  in a red "unc ­
tuous" clay. This was the f irst d iscovery of sub-fossil b ir d  bones in 
B ermUda (Wetmore , 1962, p. 15). A nother cave was near the'Maga zine 
PondfC • 

CONGL US IONS 

Gaves w ere known in B ermUda well b efor.e the first cave was found in 
the United States. Over the past 150 years many caves have been d is ­
cover ed in B ermUda and not a few have b een d e!ltroyed . Individual 
caves have often had many visitor s and several names through the 
year s. 

Historical methOd S have proved very us eful in relocating lo st caves 
and mat ching old cave names with known features. The B ermUdian 
caves have also been important as colle cting s it es for fossil birds 
and snails and for living mosses , so the locations of the caves should 
not be lost. T he histories of the individual caves are colorful but 
often contradi ctory ,  and cave history should r e ceive additional studY 
at the R egistrar of D e eds , the Bureau of V ital Statist ic s ,and elsewhere 
in B ermu.da ar chives. 

The caves should especially b e  mapped , since that is the b est form of 
'f ingerprinting'available. Further stU.dies on the origin of B ermuda's 
caves should take into account id eas d eveloped by Jennings (1968) 
about s imilar caves in the southern part of West Australia. The B er ­
mUd ian caves should also be examined by competent b iolo gists looking 
for fauna adapted to cave life on land or in the salt water pools. 

:{� * �� 
(Inadvertent omission from IILiterature C ited" :  Maclaren, C ., 1842. 
The gla cial theory of Profe ssor Agassiz. A merican Journal of S c i� 
en ce, S er. 1, v. 42, pp. 346-365.) 
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Carl (rt.) and Harold Gibbon The Admiral Cave stalagmite. 
Courtesy Dr. Harry Macpherson, 

Curator of Minerals, Royal Scottish 
Museum Edinburgh. 

The Pontoon Bridge on Lake Cahow in Crystal Cave. 
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Old postcards of the Put-in-Bay caves, from yr editor's collection. 
Above: "Wishing Well, P erry Cave, Put-in-Bay, 0." 
Below: "Under Ground Lake, Daussa's Cave, Put-in-Bay, IDhio" 
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THE CAVES ON LAKE ERIEIS ISUNDS 
BY John F .  Bridge, Ph. D. 

The islands at the west end of Lake Erie have an interesting and 
unique history. The Treaty of PZlris in 113 3 after the Revolutionary 
War ITlore or less ignored theITl. Not until 1913 was an exact boun­
dary defined between Canadian and AITlerican islands through a series 
of straight lines and turning points based on lighthouse positions . 

Kelley's Island and Middle Island consist of ColuITlbus liITlestone 
which has been quarried extensively, as has the saITle forITlation 
on the ITlainland. This iorITlation does not seeITl to produce ITlany 
caves of any sort. The others in the island group consist of a 
rather cOITlplicated iorITlation of doloITlite, liITlestone and shale, 
with extensive lenses of gypSUITl. Most of the known caves of 
historical significance are on South Bass (Put-in-Bay) Island, which 
is COITlposed of Put-in-Bay doloITlite. The entire island is contained 
within a 50 -foot-thick bed of this forITlation. The generally accepted 
explanation of the origin of its caves is that anhYdrous calciuITl sul­
fate in lenses within the flat-bedded doloITlite were slowly hYdrated 
over the years as the lake forITled. This caused expansion which 
produced dOITle structures within the ITlatrix. As water saturated 
the jointed rock structure the gypSUITl was slowly dissolved out of 
the pockets3 leaving voids wnich in SOITle cases collapsed, forITling 
sinkholes and in other cases reITlained stable in SOITle forITl, pro ... 
ducing a cave chaITlber. Very little solutlon of the doloITlite for­
ITlation appears significant in the caves I origin or present condition. 
The caves dO contain calcite speleotheITls, and SOITle collapse en­
trances appear to have been slightly enlarged by solution. The water­
level in SOITle cave pools is controlled by that of the lake. 

Crystal Cave appears different frOITl all the others, but its ongm ITlay 
well be siITlilar. The occurrence of very large crystals of strontiuITl 
sulfate on floor, ceiling, and walls has caused SOITle observers to COITl­
pare it to a large geode. It is ITlore likely that differential solution of 
the gypSUITl within the chaITlber caused preferential growth of the lar 
strontiu ITl sulfate crystals at the saITle tiITle the calciuITl sulfate was 
leaving the cave in solution. This cave had no natural entrance. Its 
dis covery was.involved, and is incorrectly told to visitors. According 
to the guide, the HeineITlann brothers were drilli ng a well for their win­
ery and lost a drill bit when they hit the cave chaITlber, etc. 

StrontiuITl sulfate crystals were discovered on Green (or Strontian) Is­
land about 1859. In 1880 a well on the HeineITlann property (then owned 
by Mr. Herbster) did penetrate a bed of strontiuITl sulfate crystals of 
large size and unusual clarity, about 6 feet thick. In 1882., a GerITlan, 
EITlil Venator, an ex-officer in the Russian ArITlY, visited the island 
and decided to ITline the deposit for export to Europe. The ITlining 
rights were obtained and some 7 5  tons of the ITli neral were shipped off 
for sale at a loss in GerITlany. The GerITlan ITliner departed the island 
never to be heard froITl again. When Gustav HeineITlann purchased the 
land later he found the ITline had partially collapsed revealing a 2.0 -foot­
high chaITlber lined with glittering white strontiuITl sulfate crystals of 
spectacular size. The cave has been continuously operated COITlITler­
cially in conjunction with the winer1<f�nc:e it was opened in 1885 and 



tOday is the on ly commer c ial cave on any of the Lake me Islands . 
T Oday no fee is charged due to the d eter iorated cond ition from smoke,  
soot, mUd, and vandalism. Have a few b elts of  w ine in the tasting 
room , and the bartend er w ill let you into the cave to poke around at 
your own speed . T he door to the cave is the one just to the left of 
the men l s  rOOITl. 

Perr y 's Cave , the most faITlous South Bass Island cave , is closed 
at present for the first tiITle in alITlost 100 years. I was unable to 
learn why it has b e en closed . T o  the d iscredit of local lor e ,  neither  
C ommOdor e  Perry nor any of his ITlen eve r laid eyes on the cave . 
In 1813 a Captam JaITles Harper from Sand usky, Ohio, was encamped 
on the island and r eported visiting a cave in wh i ch was found an 8 -foot - �  
ta11 ITlummy . The bones conveniently c ruITlbled when taken from the 
cave. In 1'8] 8 Estw ick Evans reported v isiting a cave w ith a lake at 
on e end , which was probably Perry's C ave. In 1 8 31 SaITluel R. Brown 
r e corded a v isit to the cave . 

T he son of the John B rown of Harper is F erry faITle,  John B rown ,  Jr . ,  
caITle to South Bass Island to live in 1 862 . He was a p erITlanent r esi ­
d ent until 1 8 8 5  when he ITloved to California .  H e  visited the cave many 
tiITles and reported on its first survey in the 1870 I S . Jay Cooke , an 
investol! in island prope rty and sOITletiITles resid ent, d es cribed the 
forITlations in. the cave in his journals as equal t o  any in the MaITlITloth 
Cave of !,(entu cky . 

The fortunes of the island S ,  and palti:hcularly Put -in -Bay, have waxed 
and waned w ith the g eneral e conoITlY . Caves w ere discover ed , opened , 
clos e d ,  naITle d .  an d r enaITle d  ove r  the years . I have a ITlap show ing 
the locations and naITles of S OITle 3 0  caves on South Ba ss Island. A f ­
ter t r ying to find S OITle of the caves , it seeITlS mor e l ike a treasure 
ITlap drawn by Edgar A llan Poe . C ertainly these caves a r e  in a con ­
t inual state of opening ,  closing and collaps ing. Man y apparently have 
s everal naITles d ep ending on the prev ious h istory known by its " d is cov ­
erer " . SOITle a r e  probably cOITlpletely fulled . The numb er of caves 
known on the island was so extensive in 1919 that the Sandusky R egister 
ran an article about lan dS for sale on the island entitled "Own your own 
Cave " . 

T Oday, the caves of the Lak e Erie  Island S ,  part icularly South Bass Is ­
land , offer a v ery pleasant , peaceful faITlily vacation for cavers , w ith 
b its of inte .r esting A merican hi$ory still to b e  learned in this ba ckwater 
r egion . South Bass State park has one of the finest caITlpgrounds in the 
Ohio State Park S ysteITl , and there are at least two cav es inside the 
state park ! 

Refe rences 
C harles E .  FrohITlan , Put -in -Ba y .  Ohio State Histor ical Soc iety, Col ­
umbus , 19 71. 

Ruth DickerITlan Noizuk. History of South Bass Island. Published by 
the author circa 196 8 .  

T homas H. Langlois;) the C aves on South Bass I sland , Inland Seas . 
G r eat Lakes Historical Soc iety , 1 9 51 .  
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NEWSPA PERS: a fugjtive sour c e  for spe1 ean history 
BY St ewart Seely Sprague 
A sso c iat e Professor of. H istory 
Mor ehead State University 
Mo r ehead , Ky . 40351 

T he S t .  Charles Missou r ian carr ies an article head ed "Stupen ­
dOUS C avern14 and the armchair cave histor ian's adrenalin cour ­
ses through his veins . What fabulous Missouri cave be this ? 
T he h eartb eat drops, how ever ; when one d is covers that the cave 
r efer r ed to is lo cated on James Le Ray1s land , Watertown, N .  Y • 

This is not an isolated incident. The Delawar e ( Oh io) Patron , 
D ec ember 29, 1825, car r ied  an ac count of a "New Cav ern D is cov ­
e r ed , .  which turns out to be a cave located a mil e from the meeting 
hous e ,  G r anby, Conne cticut . 

To und erstand why this strange stat e of affairs existed in the per ­
iOd previous to the W ar B etween the States , one must know som e ­
thing about the newspapers o f  the day . Early editors faced w ith 
filling the columns of the ir paper in the days before the A P and UP! 
r e c e ived l I e xhanges " from other editors,  the government allowing 
such matter  to be mailed free . Consequently , an editor by p r int ­
ing an over run of 20 copies could obtain copies of 20 other papers 
( l ik e  the g rotto newsletters of tOday exc ept that the government is 
no longe r  so generous) . These would be clipped and used ,  some ­
t imes g iving the soi H c e  of the original , oftentimes not . T hus an 
a c count of a carern might appear in a paper hund r e d S  of miles away 
from the crawling . A n  add itional factor that caused articles to ap ­
pear whe r e  one might least exp e ct it is that they w e r e  oft en of the 
I ta lette r  f rom a gentleman in to his friend in this town" 
variety . That is to say the r e  is no rational way to locate  all early 
newspaper ac cou nts of a spe c ific cave. T hey have to b e  d iscovered 
by mistake - -in th e course of looking fo r something else. 

Y et these find S can be important . For instance,  the Summ er,  1 9 72 
issue of th is Jou rnal carried  G eor ge F. Jackson1s f ine article HThe 
h istory and exploration of Wyandott e Cavel l , A ccor ding to this a c ­
count M c Murt ri e (l819) was the first to publish t he tale of William 
H enry Har r ison and Major FlOYd being at W yandotte ,  the B enjam in 
A dams lett e r  of Feb r ua ry 2 7 ,  1818 not being publ ished unt il after 
1820. But 10 and b ehold ! this letter appear ed in the C incinnat i 
A dvertis er of July 21, 1818 and the Nashville Clarion of August 4,  
1818. This- is the probable source. I further suspe ct that the Wor ­
c este r  ( Mass . ) Spy, 1815 -1819, is the or ig inal sou r c e  for this and 
other pe r iOd cave ac counts. This surm ise is based on the fa ct that 
the Nahum Ward a c c ount of Mammoth Cave dated April 4 ,  1816, Mar ­
ietta , which appea rs in the August 16, 1816 C inc innatt i W estern Spy 
ment ions the Worcester  Spy as its sou r c e  as does its ac count of the 
Mammoth Cave mummy which appears in  its O ctober 25 , 1816 issue .  
T he Li!banon (Ohio) W estern Star of July 12, 1816 uses the ( Mar ietta , 
Ohio) A me r ican Fr iend as thesour c e  of the A pril 4 ,  1816 lett er. I 
leave this lead for one of ou..!:" y ank ee brethren to follow up. 
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So:me of the accounts I have run across are, I believe, worth 
r epr inting in full. T hese are of Mitehell is Cave, N .. Y • which 
wasvell known in the 19th Century: Cincinnati Western Spy 
August 2 5 , 182. 1 ;  Ruffner is Cave, Va. ) indicating a new d ate 
for its discover y: Maysville  ( Ky . ) Eagle June 22 , 1 82 5 ;  Botto:m­
less Pit of Ma:m:moth Cave, Ky . :  F1e:mingsburg Kentuckian 
Dece:mber 8, 1 8 3 7 ;  and Carter Caves, Ky.: Ironton (Ohio) 
Re gister Septe:mber 1 8 ,  1 8 5 6 .  The third is a s  follows: 

l i The Botto:m1ess Pit in the Ma:m:moth Cave of Kentucky is suspected 
by :many to run nearly t hrough the whole of t he earth. The branch 
ter:mi nates in it ( ! ! - W . R  .. H . )  and the explorer sUdd enly finds hi:m ­
self b rought up on a projecting platior:m , surrounded on three sides 
by darkness and terror. a gulf on the left , and before hi:m what 
see:ms an inter:minable void. He looks aloft: but no eye has yet 
reached the top of the great overreaching do:me; nothing is there 
see n but the flashing of t he water dropping fro:m above, s:miling 
as it s hoots by , in the unwonted gle a:m uf the l a:mps. --- He looks 
below , and nothing there :meets his gl a .n ce ,  save darkness thick as 
la:mp-black but he hears a wild7 :mournful :melOdY of waters, a wailing 
of the brook for the green channel left in the upper world never :more 
to be revisited. Down goes a rock ,  tu:mbled over the cliff by the 
guid e who is of t he opinion that folks co:me hither to see and hear, 
not to :muse and be :melancholy. There it goes --crash; it has reached 
the botto:m . No -- hark, it str ikes again; once :more and again, still 
fall i ng .  Willit never stop ? One 's ha ir begins to bristle as he hears 
the sound repeated , growing less and less, until the ear can follow it 
no .longer.  Certainly if the pit of Frederic ( .Legendary pit in Norway­
W . R . H . )  shall be elev en thousand feet deep, the B otto:mless Pit of 
the M.a:m:moth Cave :must be its equal; for two :minutes, at least, we 
can hear the stone d escend ing. " (Editor ls  Note: it is planned to 
incl Ude the othe.1:" three ite:ms in futur e issues of JSH as space per:mits. ) 

Below follows a listing of other accounts I have found in various news­
papers. 

1 8 0 5  Se. 9 (W il:mington, Del. ) Mirror of the T i:mes and General Adver­
tiser . nev il 's  Hole, Durha:m twp, Bucks Co. 

1806 Ag 11 (Balti:more) A:merican and Co:m:mer�ial Daily Advertiser. 
Herkl:mer. J 1  8 Natural Curiosity near Manilaus, fro:m Far:mers' Mon­
itor. Also Newburyport ( Mass )  Herald Ag. 12 , 1806 , Is Beckwith's. 

1 81 3  Mr 3 0  ( Lexington) Reporter adv. Saltpeter Cave and Works. W:m. 
Gatewood, Warren Co. , 8 :miles south of the Marnoth Cave. 

1 81 5  Agll ( Cincinnati) Western Spy . Weirts  Cave with :map. Ltr Gen. 
Calvin Jones to Mr • .I ---in N . C: dated Mr. 17 , 1 81 5 ;  editor of Raleigh 
( N . C . )  Star. 

1816 Mr . 1 ( Cincinnati) Western Spy. CorYdon (Wyandotte probably) 
LouisvHle F 14. 

1816 A g  2 4  Georgetown ( Ky . ) Patriot Ma:m:moth C ave, fro:m Nat. Int. 
Same source as ou.1:" Great Cave in Kentucky, WOOdford Co. I J1 1816.  
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1 81 6  N 3 Lebanon (0) W estern Star . Lare1 Hill , Penna. 9 Ini SW of 
Uniontown, George twp. 

181 8 Oc 13  Knox.ville Re gister. Wyandotte. 

1 81 8  Ag 1 (Ci ncinatti) Western Spy. St. Lucia B . W  . 1. AniInal Flow er 
Cave froIn NY A dvocate . (Could this be Barbados instead? -W . R . B.)  

181 8 S e  2 3  ( Lexington, Ky. ) Reporter . Valuable property including 
Salt Peter Cave forSa1e. 

1819 Je 2 6  (Natchez) Mississippi State Gazette .  1 Ini froIn Put i n  Bay .  

1 8 1 9  A g  1 7  Cincinnati Advertiser. froIn NY E .P. Put in Bay. 

1819 A g  1 0  Cincinaati Adver tiser . Tenn. , 2 -3  Ini froIn Co1uInbia, 
Maury Co. WIn. Donnison Esq . of Nashville to SaInuel L. Mitchell ,  
Oct. 2 5, 1818. 

1 82 1  Ag 14 Cincinnati A dver tiser . St.  Lucia B.  W . 1 .  AniInal Flow er .  

182 2  Je 2 2  (Cincinnati) Western Spy. W atertown, NY ; Jas. Le Ray 
froIn NY Mer . A dV . 

1 82 3 Oc 1 ( Natchez) ;Mississippi Rep. Cave of Pirates - C ape Cruz. 

1 82 5 Fe 24 Delaware (0) Patron. Weir's  Cave. Extract ltr froIn 
Natchez in NY Statesman. Visited Madison's Cave as well. 

1 82 6 . Fe 2 3 .  Delaware (0) Patron. EpsOIn Salt Cave nr Cor Ydon. 

182 7 N2 (Shelbyville) Kentucky A dvocate. Cave nr Soli, so. Java. 

182 9 Mr 5 Delaware (0)  Patron. Few hundred yards up the Caney 
Fork of CUInberland RiveJ; froIn Nashville Republican . Refer s  to 
Ap. 1 811 and Dr s. John R. Bedfor d and Chas. CassidY, 

1 8 31 Oc 3 Louisville Daily Focus. JviaInInoth C ave froIn N . E. Review. 
F irst visit De 1 82 6 .  

1831  Oc 1 8  Maysville (Ky. ) Eagle. ,Wier ' s  Cave, etc, froIn BaltiInore 
A Inerican. 

1 8 3 5  A Inerican Railroad Journal, froIn the N .  Y • A Inerican N ,  2 81 .  
Weyer 1s  Cave. 

1 8 3 ,5 ibid, IV, 6 54. Knox Cave froIn Schoharie Republican . 

1 8 3 6  Mr 5 (Lexington) Ky. Gazette. Wilson1s gang, Ohio River. Cave­
in -Ro ck ? See also Maysville Ea��� A p 2 0  1836.  

1 8 3 7  Fe 14  Milledgeville (Ga. ) Southern Recorder froIn Cassville Pio-
neer Ja 2 0. 5 -6 Iniles fr OIn L afayette, Walker Co. � Ga. 

--
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1 8 3 7  Ja 2 6  ( C ovington) North K entu ck ian. W il s on ' s  gan g  2 0  m i . b elow 
mouth of W ab ash R ive r . 

1 8 3 8  A p  12 ( C ovington) Kentu cky & Ohio J ournal . JUdge ' s  C av e ,  C onn . 
F r o m  C onn . H i s t . R e coll e ction s . 

1 8 3 8  S 2 8  (Flemingsburg) K entu ck ian . Mammoth C av e . T o  the e d . s .  
F r ankfor t  (Ky . ) C ommonw e alth S 3 1 8 3 8 .  

1 8 5 3  J e  2 9  ( C ov ington) Kentu cky G ar l and. New Ca v e  in Union Co . 
F rom Lew isburg (F a . ) Chronicl e . H ill l and s of Y oungm an & W alte r  
in D r y  V alley 4 m i  below Lew isbur g .  Qu arry o f  J ohn C .  H e s s ,  2 0 0  

y a r d s S of G ib son H otel . 

1. 8 5 6  A g 5 N ewport & C ov ington (Ky . ) Daily New s . Mammoth C ave . 
l iE., M e r r i am i s  fur nishing the Port smouth (0 . )  Journal w ith a s er ­
i e s  of int e r e s t ing art i c l e s  about Mammouth" . Copies of the latte r  a r e  
n o t  k nown b ut it might b e  r ep r int e d . 

1 8 7 5 . A p  3 0  Ch arlotte ( Mi ch . )  Lead ell-. Man itou, from C olor ado Spr ings 
G a zette . 

1 8 8 5  A p  3 Charlotte ( Mi ch . ) Republic an . Mammoth C ave . "T he cav e  i s  
nine mil e s  from the s t ation and the only app r o a ch t o  it i s  b y  w agon r o ad 
through red clay mUd e ight e en inches d e ep . '1 _ _  L u r en D .  D i ck in s on . 

1 88 6  Mr 2 4  H a zel G r een ( Ky . ) H e r.ald from G alve ston ( T ex . ) New s . 
K i nney C o . , T exa s ,  3 0  m i  nw of B r ackett . C ave featu r e s  inclU d e  
s p r ing a rb o r , cathed r al,  b ig s id e  chamb er .  

�::: �: �r.: * 

WHA T CA VE IS T HIS ?  

A KENT U C KY WOlDER - - J .  A llen , of Bloomf ield , while excavating 
the fo und ation of a new m ill � s t ru ck the d om e  of a c avern of immens e  
p r oport ion s , fr om which a s t r ong cur r ent o f  c o l  d air i s s u e d  w ith g r e at 
fo r c e  a s  the w o rkmen m a d e  the opening . T o r che s w e r e  p r O d u c ed , and 
.M.t . A llen and Mr . G ain Hur st w e r e  low e r e d  by m ean s of a w indlas s .  It 

w a s  about 6 0  feet from the s urface to the ent r anc e of the c av e ,  which they 
found to be level and s and Y ,  as if it w as o n c e  the bed of an anc ient s ub ­
t e r .r anean str e am . T h e y  follow ed the rrta in avenue a d i stan c e  of ov e r  2 

m il e s ,  and d i s  covered an opening in a cliff on the farrrt of M r . B enjarrtin 
W il s o n ,  and a w ell -b eaten path w as e a s ily d is c er.ned that w a s  once t,r o d  
b y  hunan b eing s ,  although i t  i s  now i n  rrtany pl ace s cove r ed w ith fore st 
t r e e s  and und e r g rowth . Mr . All en and Mr . Hur s t , aft e r  eme r g ing frorn 
the c av e ,  ha s t en e d  b a ck to the tow n and r epo rted the r e s ult of the i r  d i s ­
cov e r ie s ,  A l ar g e  party w a s  at once fo rmed .  which ent e r e d  the opening 
on the cl iff on the W i l s on farm . On one of the m ain avenu e s  nurrt e r o u s  
evid enc e s  e xisted that the pl ace h a d  b e e n  the abOd e  o f  t h e  c ave rrt en , as 
num e r o u s  r el i c s  w e r e  found in the shape of pottery and b ronze article s ;  
.. s epulche r w a s  al s o  d i s cove r ed in a lar g e  ni che o r  avenu e ,  and in it a r e  
num e r ou s mUITlITlifi e d  b O d ie s . T hr e e  o f  them have b e en r errtoved t o  the 
town and excite g.r. e at cur io s it y . T he forrrtat ions in the cave ar e b e autiful 
b eyond all d e s c r ipt i o n . Stat ely tow e r s of s t alagmit e s ,  sugge stive of gro ... 
t e s qu e  an d uni que figu r e s  a r e  encount e r e d  all al ong the wond e rful subter -
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ranean a venues. There is a beautiful little lake with water as clear as 
crystal, and, as is usual in cave streams, it is full of tiny eyeless fish. 
The avenues in the cave will measure in all probability about seven miles, 
so that it m ay be fairly considered another rival to the Mammoth, and 
cer tainly one of the many gre at cave wonders of Kentucky, the country 
of caves. The cave is about thir ty-seven miles southwest of Louisville 
and seventy miles from the Mammoth Cave. I I  

---from "Woman', April 1 8 8 8 . Courtesy of C apt. C harles. Pease.  

* * * * 

COLLOQUY 

The Jenolan Caves Historical ang Preservation Society has issued an 
attractive brochure entitled! " Y o  u are invited t o  join the JENOLAN 
CAVES HIS TORICAL A ND PRESERVATION SOCIETY " .  A cover illus­
tration shows " the second A ccomodation House at Jenolan Caves, 1887 . "  
A s  it points out, this is the first historical society in A ustralia con­
cerned 'Specifically with limestone caves. It is fitting that this should 
be at Jenolan, the country's most widely renowned and popular caves. I I  
The organization's fir st project is the r e-erecti on of the Jenolan Caves 
Post Office to serve as a museum . It holds quar ter ly meetings at 
J enolan, and is affiliated with the Royal A ustralian Historical S ociety; 
also str ong links wi th the New South W ales Department of Touris;m . 
The nicely illustrated brochure offers individual membership at $ 5  A us. ; 
$ 7 family, $2 student or child with years beginning each July 1 .  A ddress: 
Jenolan Caves, N . S . W . , Austr alia

'
2 7 8 6 . The four th page of the brochure 

gives a succinct history of the discovery of the caves. 
* * * 

Genealogical Pu blishing Company, 521 S t .  paul Place, B altimore, has 
j u s t  issued List No. A -8 ,  which is a list of all i ts current titles. Free .  

* * .:<; 
Elder's B ook S tore, 2 11 5  Elliston Place, Nashvi lle, T enn. 3 72 0 3  is en­
gaged in reprinting Tennesseeiana, someof which is of spelean .interest. 
For example: HaywoOd, John. 1 82 3.  The natural and aboriginal his­
tory of Tennessee; Breazeale, . J .  W • M .  Life as it is. 1 842 ( one chapter 
on c aves, one chapter on the Harps. ) 

* * * 
Lake Shasta Caverns has a very pretty booklet i n  color at a reasonable 
price ($1 . 0 0  earlier this year ) . Unfor tunately it has .pumber of tnajor 
inaccuracies such as . confusing Potter Cr eek Cave with Lake S hasta 
Cavern (Baird Cave) , and the guides give additional historical infor ­
mation not included in the booklet . In May, 1 9 73 , yr editor queried 
the company about the possibility of a revised edition; the general mana­
g.er asked what yr editor had in mind; yr editor responded , giving some 
details and suggestions but in the following 6 months, there was no res­
ponse . For those who want a copy, address is: Box 6 0 1 ,  O"Brien, Calif. 
9 6 06 0 . They also have some 2 0  postcardS for sale .  

* * * 
Chuck Pease for war ded a. confusing item from the July 31, 19 3 6  Great 
F alls ( Mont. ) Tribune., which discus ses creation of " Madison Caves state 
park I ' . now Lewis and Clark Cavern S tate Par k .  This previously was 
Morr ison Cave; it's in the Madison limestone above the Madison River . 
Howcome the name Madison Cave ? ? ? ?  A nd how long? 
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Bleeah ! ! !  Pete Hauer fo rwarded a reply from S enator Thomas Eagle ­
ton to ASHA I S  oppo s ition to the Meramec D am .  A st and ard b rushoff . 
So much for THA T g r e at historian -con s e r vationi st . 

Incident ally , yr edito r  has been struggling w ith the t apes of  the Int er ­
national Vulc ano speleolo g i c al Sympos ium which he chair e d ,  and there ­
for e  has cons id e r able s ympathy with the White  Hou s e  at the ' moment . 
I donit think w e 1 r e  going to be able to get anything us eful from the 
ones I have . 

T he S cot s Magazine fo r June 1973 has a nice article on Prince Charlie ' s  
C av e  in Glenmor iston, and al s o  mention o f  W all a c e ' s  C ave near Lanark , 
b oth highly s ignificant in S cottish histor y .  ';r h e s e  court�s y  of my aunt, 
Is abell H allid ay. 

* * * 
On an unid ent ified Id aho c av e ,  a further clue has tur ned up . The old name 
for G r angelfille turns out to be " Mt .  ld ahol l ,  s o  "What C ave is Thi s ? t t is 
pr ob ably Lu c ille C ave . 

* * * 
The NSS Lib r ary is  now loc ated at NSS headquarte r s  in Hunt s vi ll e ,  Ala . 
T he Medvill e s , how ever , s t ill h-..ave the c ave file s ,  and C andY Reinstattler ,  
the ar chives .  

* * * 
W anted:  a review of D ave JUd s on ' s  " Ghar Paraull • Said to have s ome gOOd 
histo rical stuff befo r e  gett ing into the Ir anian exp e d it ion per  s e .  

* ':c )',< 

C arl Kunath (3 507 Lindenwood Drive ,  S an A ng el o ,  T exas ,  76901) needS 
copies of Speleologist  #1, 2. ,  3 .  

* * �c 

The Uni v e r s ity  Lib r ary,  Univers ity of Californi  a ,  Ir :vine , C alif .  92. 6 6 4, 
is  looking for a copy of C ave s of C alifornia.  A t  t: Monic a  B e ck ,  S c ience 
B iblio g r apher . Y r editor knows of two copie s going throu gh the hand S of  
S peleobook s  in r e cent month s ,  but Doug RhOd e s  i s  unwilling to s ay any ­
thing about the s ale s . Quote s  should be s ent to the attention of the O .  P .  
S e ction,  A cquisitions D epartment, The Univer s it y  Library.  

* * * 
G er r y  Forney add S  that the B ermUd ian stalagmi t e  pidured in this i s sue 
w a s  d estroyed at the t ime of d emolition of the hall which container] it 
in the mid -s ixtie s .  

* * * 

Is thi s  the earliest publ ished r eference to C olo s s al C ave,  Ar i zona ? : 
' iNa(ar the little station of Vails ( s ic ) ! ' ,  the Colonel r em arked , "i s a 
cur ious cave of g r e at d imens ions filled w ith guano . It has been the 
home of myriadS of b at s  s ince t ime immemor ial ,  and a g r e at depo s it 
of fe rtil izer  has accumulated . The cave wasopene d \'spme three or four 
years  ago and a company o r g anized to make shipment s . For some r e a ­
s on the venture w as not pr o s e cute d ,  and after ab out 75 c a r  load S h a d  bee 
b een for w ar d ed to Los A ngeles and S an F r an c i s co oper ations w er e  sus ­
pend e d . . .  ( fr om p .  144 of H . S . Kneedler 's  "Through Stor yland to 
Suns et S e as " ,  Chicago , Knight, Leonar d  & C o . ,  1895 , 2.05 pp . )  If s o ,  
when and from whence came the m agnific ent W ells Far go r obb e r s  story ? 
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Jack Speece and Speece Publicati ons have a new add ress: 711 N .  
Atlantic Ave . •  Al t o ona, Penna. 16 6 0 2 . His latest publ icati on 
list sh ows ab out half the items alreadY out of pr int. 

* * * * 

Y r  ed it or was delighted t o  receive ( y e sterd ay) a pr o of c opy of 
the d ust jacket design f or AMERICAN CAVES AND CAVING, 
espec ially because Harper and R ow ch ose t o  inclUde a ph ot o 
sh owing tw o A SHA members - J ohn Br idge and F r ed Di ckey . 

A s f or the avail ab il it y  of the b o ok ,  it is falling f ar ther and far ther 
behind . Latest guess out of NY i s  Mar ch ; but 1 111 b elieve it when 
1 see it. W hi ch w ill give yr editor  time f or l ots m ore fun, stirr ing 
up r eader interest as in Inside Ear th and at the 2 5th .Anniver sary 
Banquet of the S outhern carrfornia--Gi- ott o .  

* * * "" 

F r ed D icke y ,  inc i dent ally.  s u g g e s t s  tak in g  the Nahum W ar d  b io .. 
g r aphy in the l a st i s s u e  w ith a g r ain of s alt , s inc e s o  m any of 
this type wer e d e l ib e r at ely s l ante d  to inc r e a s e  s al e s  of the book s . 
W h i ch i s  quite t r u e ;  but the a c count s eem s t o  ind i cat e that W a rd I S  
fam ily h ad d ie d  o ut b efo r e  the a c c ount w a s  w r itt e n .  Mor e ano n . 

* * i,.: :'t: )l< 

T he J une, 19 7 3  Northe a s t e r n  Caver c onta ins s ome n i c e  histor i c al 
a c count s of B all l s  and Howe cave r ,n s ,  N .  Y .  

* * * 
\ 

C huck P e a s e  h a s  s ub m itt ed a c u r io u s  it em entitled The E yeles s  
F ish of Mamm oth Cave, fr om l IThe C h imney Corne r " .  Feb . 1 0 ,  
1 86 6 . It r efe r s  to r id i cul e  heaped up on "a French traveller who 
v i s it ed the c av e "  "for int r od l l c ing so al) . .,urd an acc ount as that 
of fish w ithout e y e s . "  A ny one have any inf ormat i on on the identity 
of the French traveller ? 

:I,< * * * 

T he D e cemb e r  1 9 7 3  " Explo r e r s  J ournal" incdude s  an ad b y  Cr ow n  
Publishers f or A HSA members Russ and Jeanne Gurnee's new b o ok ,  
i lD is c overy at the R i o C amuy . "  Let ' s  hop e  the b o ok s o on f oll ows I 

* * * * * * 

ASHA m emb e r  T om Meador w rites that h e  r e c ently l lf oundl l  t lLivingi.­
st on l s  C av e rntl ( JSH v .  6 f l ,  p .  Z 3) ;  the speleothem s aren l t  as big 
as Livington c l a imed but che ck o ut w ith pub l i sh ed ph ot os. 

T om' al s o h a s  a very nic e  article on an incident of the Indian wars 
at  Las Mor as C avel Menard Count y ,  T exas , in the De cember 19 7 3  
T exas C ave r .  * * * * 

A t  last r ep o rt , J ohn B r idge thought he had been s u c c e s sful in lining 
up a new edit or f or this lere j ournal� to whych thi s  l ere edi t or dep oses 
and sayetM ' Halleluliah ! ,  or w or ds t o  that effe ct . In any event, 
Best Seas on' s  Greetings, and have a magnificent New Y ear ! 
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