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AN EARLY SUGGESTION FOR .A 

SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY IN THE USA 


by Trevor R. Shaw 

The question of forming a speleological society in the USA had been raised several years 
before the National Speleological Society's predecessor, the Speleological Society of the 
District of Columbia, was created in 1939. 

The distinguished American naturalist Thomas Barbour wrote: 

I became so interested in caves at one time that I suggested to Professor 
William Morton Wheeler that we start a Society of Speleologists. He was 
enthusiastic, but we finally concluded that there was not enough of an 
interested group to make it worth trying. 

This was first published in April 1943 in an article in The Atlantic Monthly 1 which was 
reprinted in the same year as a chapter in Barbour's autobiographical book Naturalist at 
Large 2. 

above, which is otherwise the same. 

Thomas Barbour was born on August 
19, 1884 and educated at Harvard 
where in 1927 he became the Director 
of the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology (The Agassiz Museum). He 
was a naturalist and animal collector 
long before then, traveling in the East 
Indies and China as well as central 
and southern America and the 
Caribbean. His eastern excursion 
was made in 1906-1907, together 
with his wife Rosamund, shortly after 
their marriage. 

Caves and their fauna had attracted 
his attention throughout these travels. 
He saw bats in a cave in the island of 
Amboina, (now Ambon) in the 
Moluccas west of New Guinea, in 
1907. In 1910 he obtained a rare bat 
from a cave in Mexico, about the time 
he attended a formal banquet held in 
an enormous cave near Mexico City 
to mark the President's inauguration. 
New species of shrimps and blind 
fish, as well as more bats, came 
from caves in Cuba and Panama. Thomas I3arbour in 1919. A drawing by John Singer 

Sargent, reproduced from Naturalist at Largi2 . 

In the latter, the word "Professor" has been omitted from the passage quoted 

.' '; . ' 
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Barbour's cave work in Cuba was the subject of a separate article by him in The Atlantic 
Monthly, "Cave Hunting"3. 

Attention was drawn to Barbour's statement about the need for an American Society of 
Speleologists in an early Bulletin of the National Speleological Society (NSS)4, but no 
mention of it was made in the published history of the Society5. For this reason, and in an 
attempt to establish a probable date for Barbour's suggestion, it is discussed in the present 
paper. 

Some time in 1943 William Stephenson, the NSS founder and President, having read 
Barbour's book, had written to him inviting him to join the Society. The reply, as the 
Bulletin records, "was not hopeful": 

I was most interested to see your letter giving the story of the organization 
of the Society for the Study of Caves. If it were not for the fact that I am 
now too old and with somewhat lessened physical strength than I was a few 
years ago I would join your Society with the greatest of pleasure but as 
things stand now I fear I shall have to decline to do so. 

I appreciate your writing me very much indeed and had your Society been 
started earlier I should have been delighted to associate myself with it. 

The Bulletin then continues: 

A decent interval of time was allowed, then a simple application blank 
together with a copy of Bulletin Number Five were sent to Dr. Barbour. 
The result was a happy one. Almost by return mail came a check for life 
membership in the Society4. 

Barbour must have become a member before the end of 1943 for he is listed as a new 
member in the January 1944 issue of the NSS Newsletter 6. He died on January 8, 
19467 ,8, at the age of 61, and was not able to work actively with the Society. His 
membership, though, did contribute to its status. 

The date of Barbour's original suggestion that a Society of Speleologists be formed is not 
known, though it can be estimated approximately. 

In 1944 the Bulletill editor, Don Block, wrote "-about 1910?", no doubt because that was 
the year of Barbour's visit to the Mexican cave reported immediately before on the same 
page. But 1910 is unlikely. Barbour himself wrote "I became so interested in caves at one 
time . .. " (my italics) which removes any link with that particular cave visit. Furthermore 
in the magazine articlel , though not in the ensuing book2 , the suggestion is separated from 
the account of the 1910 visit by a numbered sub-heading. 

The fact that the suggestion was made to William Morton Wheeler provides a lead. 
Wheeler (1865-1937) was professor of entomology at Harvard9 and Barbour knew him 
well for many years. The conversation could have been in 1923 or 1924 when they were 
both associated with the Harvard, biological laboratory at Barro Colorado island in 
PanamaI 0. More likely it took place after 1930, when they were both among those who 
used to eat their lunches inforn1ally in Barbour's back office at the Museum. This room 
became known as "the Eateria" and remained in use from the beginning of 1930 until 1942 
or laterll . Wheeler, however, died in April 1937 at the age of72 and had already retired in 
19349 . Nevertheless they I unched there together no fewer than 1087 times 12. 
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So the most probable time for Barbour's suggestion that a Society should be formed was 
between 1930 and 1934, that is between nine and five years before the Speleological 
Society of the District of Columbia was founded. Perhaps if William Stephenson's drive 
had been applied to the matter then, the 50th anniversary of the National Speleological 
Society would have been earlier. 

Since writing the above article I have come across the follolVing, written by Horace Hovey 
ill 189613: 

... the time lVill come when what the French call "speleologie " will not 
only have its isolated devotees, but its organized and endowed societies. 
Why not have all American Cavern Club as lVell as all Alpine Club? No 
field would more richly relVard systematic andelaborate illVestigation. 

No doubt he was iI/spired by the Sllccess of the Societe de Speleologie, founded by Martel 
ill Paris the year before and oflVhich he himselflVas to become a member in 1897 when he 
visited French caves lVith Martel. 

THE SEA AND THE CAVE 
Naturalist at Large 

by THOMAS BARBOUR 

The title block of Barbour's article in The Atlantic Monthly in which he mentioned the idea of forming a 
Society of Speleologists. 
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AN ITALIAN TRAVELLER AT MAMMOTH 

CAVE IN THE 19th CENTURY 


Arrigo A. Cigna 
Societa Speleologica I tali ana 

INTRODUCTION 

Federico Craveri was born in Torino, Italy on July 29, 1815. He was the son of a lawyer 
who, some years later, was appointed Under-Secretary of State by Carlo Felice, King of 
Piedmont. In September 1840 he left Italy and went to Mexico. On December 29, 1843 he 
received a degree in chemistry and pharmacy which included a thesis on "Fermentation of 
Organic Substances." In October 1849 he set up a laboratory in Guanajuato, Mexico, to 
study the extraction of silver. From 1852 to 1854 he was assistant professor of chemistry 
at the Medical School of Mexico and in 1855 he was appointed professor of chemistry at 
the Agricultural School of Mexico. 

From 1855 to 1859 he visited Mexico, Panama, Cuba, Canada, and the USA. In his 
earliest travels, he moved from Mexico City on October 24th, 1855, reached Mazatlan, on 
the coast, where he sailed for the islands of the Gulf of California looking for guano, and 
returned on November 22, 1856. Then he visited the mining district of Sinaloa 

On December 10, 1856, he sailed again to explore the islands along the western coast of 
California and reached San Francisco. On the route back he took possession, on behalf of 
the Mexican Government, of the small island of Elide he had discovered previously in the 
Sebastian Vizcaino bay, and returned to Mazatlan on July 16, 1857. The name "Elide" was 
proposed by Craveri, and later accepted, in memory of a girl he knew in his youth. 
However, when the local authorities asked him the origin of the name, he stated that "it was 
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the name of an island in the Mediterranean Sea!" 

On the next May 28, 1858, Craveri left Mazatlan by ship. He reached San Francisco on 
July 6, headed for Victoria on the island of Vancouver, Canada, and went up the Frazer 
River. In the last three months of 1858 he explored the gold mining district of California. 
Then he went to Panama and Cuba, and later from New Orleans he went up the Mississippi 
River on his way to Kentucky to visit Mammoth Cave. 

Then he returned to the Mississippi at St. Louis and travelled up-river to St. Paul. During 
June 1859 he sailed the Great Lakes, visited Niagara Falls and arrived in New York on 
June 23, 1859. After a visit in Washington D. C. he returned to Europe via Boston on July 
27th. On August 6th he was in Liverpool and, finally, on September 11, 1859 he was 
back at home in Bra, a small town of Piedmont, in the north of Italy after 19 years of 
absence. 

He then set up a museum in his house and continued his scientific activity by carrying on 
meteorological research and developing related equipment. In 1872 he was appointed 
professor of physics, chemistry, and natural history in the local Technical School. He died 
suddenly on April 14, 1890 in Bra and his museum was left to the town. 

This traveller was a bit peculiar from many points of view. First of all, he was greatly 
interested in knowing every detail of the places he visited. He carried with him a chemical 
laboratory and could perfonn a variety of analyses in the field. He also carried barometers, 
sextants, and compasses: at any stop he carefully checked the available maps. 

In addition to Italian, his mother tongue, he knew French (very similar to the 
"Piedmontese," an Italian dialect spoken in his native district), and Spanish. But, rather 
curiously, he never learned English and, therefore, when in the USA, needed the support 
of an interpreter. For this reason, many times he was either unable to understand certain 
explanations or was inclined to understand them erroneously. 

Federico Craveri kept a journal with a detailed description of his travel and the results of his 
investigations. The manuscript of more than 1500 pages was printed in 1990 in two 
volumes by the Museum on Natural History of Bra, dedicated to him. He was deeply 
interested in geology, mineralogy, meteorology, topography and natural sciences. 
Therefore, his journal is a real gold mine of infonnation on the regions he visited nearly 
ISO years ago. 

THE VISIT TO MAMMOTH CAVE 

On April 22, 1859 Mr. Craveri departed from Louisville by train at 6: 15 am. He writes that 
"there are plenty of hills and gorges" but "they are now digging a large tunnel ... and in 
the future the railway will be shorter and safer." At 10:25 am he arrived in Nashville and, 
by coach, began the final approach to the cave. At 11 am the tourists reached 
Munfordville, then crossed the Green River by boat, and at 2 pm they arrived at the Riter 
Hotel where they had lunch. At 2:45 pm they moved by small coaches to reach the hotel at 
the cave at 6:30 pm. . 

"This hotel" he writes "so extolled to attract the tourists to visit the cave, is a huge wooden 
house with beds for two or three hundred people who are treated not very wcll. But in 
summertime, the place should be better because there are many persons, dancing and 
music; now everything is cold and solitary." Then they went to bed to be ready to visit the 
cave on the next day. This is the translation of his record: 
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Saturday, 23 April 1859 

"It is preferable to buy a booklet sold at the hotel with a description of the cave and to read 
it before the visit. This reading gives an idea of what one is going to see but it is also 
useful to check if the guide will show every place that is worthwhile seeing. 

The tourists do not need any special precautions for the expedition; they are only asked to 
notify the hotel of the number of people entering the cave, and if they wish to have a lunch 
inside, which is very common, because it takes at least 6 hours to visit everything, and it is 
convenient to have good food. In addition wine and spirits must be specifically requested, 
because otherwise only the cave water is available, which is good, notwithstanding being 
calcareous, and quite clear. 

Special clothes are not necessary, because the passages are very large and it is possible to 
walk without getting dirty; the ladies may reach all the places where the men go. 

We left the hotel as a group of three people. A black guide from the hotel carries a basket 
with the food and oil lamps for each visitor. When we left the hotel, we walked for about 
20 minutes, heading north on a sandstone soil with some limestone outcrops until we 
reached a gorge, funnel shaped, which is the entrance of the cave. It is a wide passage 
with a slight slope toward the southwest. After a short distance heaps of soil can be seen. 
They are the remains of the saltpeter mining for the government carried out some years ago. 
The soil was leached in the cave, and the solution was concentrated and crystallized in the 
dark. Presently this work is inactive either because the saltpeter is finished, or because it is 
no longer profitable. 

The production of potassium nitrate in caves is very common, but for its formation it is 
essential to have some animal matter to start the process. Such animal matter is produced 
by millions of bats hanging from the ceiling of the cave, being unable to fly because they 
are now in their winter swoon [hibernation]. It was very easy for me to capture these 
animals: I put two of them in a small container with alcohol. 

It is not my intention to describe the cave in detail because such a description is already in 
the booklet I bought; I will record only the most interesting things. The general structure of 
the cave consists in very large passages, rather parallel, being oriented from southwest to 
northeast. 1 Some of them are at the same level, others arc at a lower level, but they are not 
just one below the other (Fig. 1). 

I went through a passage directed from west to east, i.e. to a sharp angle with the other 
passages. The walls of this passage are formed by horizontal layers and the ceiling of the 
cave very frequently appears quite flat, compact and smooth like the stllcco-work of a 
house ceiling. 

There are perpendicular shafts of enormous size with openings that seem to have been 
artificially cut; one of these shafts is called Goran's (Gorin's) by the name of the first 
proprietor of the cave: probably this is the most interesting feature I saw. 

In the most peculiar places, such as this shaft, the guide ignites a Bengal light and an 
extraordinary and agreeable view can be enjoyed for a while. 

The passage at the lowest level is occupied by water, where there is a stream called 
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A vernus.2 The guide took us in a boat with a flat borrom along the stream, but we stopped 
very soon because the water reached the ceiling of the cave, on account of the rainy season, 
and it was impossible to proceed. 

As what cannot be seen is in general magnified, we were told that we missed the most 
interesting part of the cave. But both I and my colleagues think that we have seen enough, 
because this cave did not reveal to us the beauties so extolled, and we were nearly happy to 
stop, as it saved us a further walk. 

This cave is said to have 18 miles of known passages and therefore it would be possible to 
visit much more of it if one would dare to move into unknown places. But this evaluation 
is like the trees in California3 : they measure the miles by summing up every passage, both 
to and fro and therefore the miles are multiplied easily. 

I say that this cave is really huge, probably the largest I ever saw, because it is long but the 
passages are far from the enormous halls of Cacahuamilpa. The cave is poor in stalactites, 
and the few of them that the guide showed us are dirty and not significant. We know what 
we have to think of the important names they attribute to every insignificant stone or spOt, 
which are compared to animals, etc. 

The one thing I appreciated very much was the so-called II finnamene" consisting of 
irregular spots in a black ceiling, which look fancifully like stars in the Milky Way. ' 

The cave temperature is constant and agreeable, around ISO centigrade. This fact moved an 
American physician to advise consumptives to stay in the cave. Some years ago they built 
13 small rooms in one of the main passages to be inhabited by poor sick persons, but in a 
short time four of them died and the others escaped from that grave, which could make a 
healthy man fall ill, as in the gloomiest prison. Only Americans could have devised and 
carried out such an oddity. 

In the underground river there are white fishes said to have no eyes. I offered up to 10 
francs to our guide for one of these fishes, but he answered that it is not possible to catch 
them because the water is high and muddy. 

There are also white shrimps that are said to have no eyes. I caught some crickets, which 
are white but provided with very remarkable eyes. I hope to see those famous fishes in 
Boston in the collection of Me. Agazis [ Mr. Agassiz]: then I will be convinced of their 
blindness. 

The rock in which this cave opens is a limestone with fossils, just like those found in the 
hills outside. Therefore I didn't care to look for fossils which is rather difficult with the oil 
lamp; I just picked up some of them (in general they belong to Dentaliull) that protruded 
from the rock as if an acid had corroded the rock leaving the fossil free, as I had the chance 
to observe later outside. Here and there on the walls are small crystals which are said to be 
gypsum, and this is not unusual. 

In the limestone I saw some stones that the guide said were chert; after examination I found 
that they are a quartz rock constituted by a number of infusoria4 , as could be seen with a 
magnifying glass. I keep these samples with the hope of examining them later with a 
microscope. 

They showed us a place where one or more mummies were found; this is usual in the caves 
of countries inhabited by savage tribes. I will probably see those mummies in Boston. 
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They also showed us a place called the Gothic Chapel, where a young lady is said to have 

been married so as not to break her promise to her mother: "In my life I'll never marry on 
this earth." Later, having changed her mind, she went underground to get married. I give 
the responsibility for this fact to the guide. 

Seated around a pool of clear water, we had a poor meal carried by our guide, and a glass 
of wine revived our minds from being either sad or bored. We concluded that to have a 
gcxxl time and to have splendid, surprising, incomparable, colossal, horrifying, etc. 
experiences in this cave, we had better visit it with a large party, and particularly with 
women: then I think what was now rather boring to us could appear very attractive. 

At 3 p.m. we left the cave after 6 hours. We could have kept the visit to only 3 hours if we 
had hurried. As a conclusion, I say that the Cacahuamilpa Cave in Mexico is much more 
important than this in all respects, because in that cave the walk is somewhat difficult, 
while here, with some minor adjustments, it would be possible to ride on horseback. The 
formation of this cave must be due to the corrosion by water when it had a high 
concentration of carbonic acid; the geological age is not very old and, probably, this is the 
reason why so few stalactites are found. 

At the hotel they request 3 "scudi" per person to visit the cave, including the lunch, the 
light, and the guide but excluding the wine. We paid only 2 "scudi" because we could not 
proceed along the A vernus River. 

Out of the cave, we had a walk around it and, through a small valley, we reached the left 
bank of the Green River, which we had crossed by coach. Now, on account of the flood, 
one of its branches entered the cave and the level of the River Styx in the cave increased, 
allowing the water to drain out a bit lower than the entrance we followed. The existence of 
a branch of the river entering the cave justifies the presence of fishes in the cave, but it 
makes me doubt their blindness. 

Sunday, 24 April 1859 

We could have left this morning if we had informed the coachman to pick us up; but having 
previously agreed upon Monday we have to wait until tomorrow. I don't regret this 
because I have a headache and I spent the whole morning in bed. Around 3 p.m. I got out 
and visited another small cave about a mile east of the hotel. This small cave can be visited 
in few minutes; they take you there with some lights without any charge, as a courtesy to 
the guests of the hotel. 

This small cave is full of stalactites and is close to the surface; the water drips leave hard 
formations from the dissolved limestone. Around the cave I gathered some fossils which 
are nearly all Delllalhlll .. . " 

Then Mr. Craveri continued his travel until he reached Philadelphia. On Friday, 15 July 
1859 he visited the local Zoological Museum. Having asked about the blind fishes of the 
"Kentucky cave" the personnel of the Museum showed to him one of these fishes and he 
could see that "they have a small white dot in place of the eye" and they are about one span 
long. He could also read the name on the container: Amblyopsis spelells ·. 
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COM1v1ENT 

When Mr. Craveri returned to Italy, he wrote some articles concerning ,Mammoth Cave-to 
be published in local newspapers. Such articles (Craveri, 1876) add some further 
infonnation. At first, he explains that the name "Mammoth Cave" -(which was never 
reported in his journal, where he wrote about a "cave of Kentucky") is due to the habit of 
the Americans to use the word "Mammoth" to mean something very large, extraordinary, 
etc., and it doesn't mean at all that there are remains of mammoth in the cave as he was 
induced to think at the time of the visit. 

Another point to be taken into account is the existence of slavery in Kentucky. He defines 
slavery as "a bad gangrene corroding the State of Kentucky" and he was also very struck 
by the comparison with Ohio, where slavery was abolished and where on the opposite 
bank of the Ohio River the situation was so different. Consequently, he was induced to 
consider American society, or at least part of it, less advanced than that of Europe. Thus, 
he was in general rather doubtful concerning anything which was not immediately obvious 
to him, as, for example, the blind fishes of Mammoth Cave. 

On the other hand, he was also very honest and acknowledged his faults explicitly. In the 
newspaper article quoted earlier, after having described the blind fish in the Museum of 
Philadelphia, he explained that, at first, he thought that the Americans attributed to their 
cave the existence of the blind fish only from having heard of those discovered in "some 
small ponds of European caves, if I'm not wrong, in Germany"s. But he added: "I make 
honourable amends to clear my conscience of the remorse for my wrong opinions on this 
point. Now the reader knows that the blind fishes really do exist in the cave of Kentucky, 
where they live pennanently, and are not brought in by the Green River which enters the 
lowest part of those labyrinths". 

His feeling about American society was a mixture of a superiority complex and a great 
admiration for some of it's positive aspects. In fact, besides the negative judgements 
reported before, he emphasizes the good points. As an example, he wrote enthusiastically 
about the widespread honesty in San Francisco, where people normally leave their house 
doors open (I wonder if they still have this habit now!) and where the fire brigade is 
perfectly organized and assures prompt and reliable intervention in case of fire. 

Probably the booklet on the Mammoth Cave he claims to have bought at the hotel was 
something rather unimportant, designed only for tourists, because he seems to be neither 
very much impressed by its description of the cave nor to believe in the reported extent of 
the cave. On the other hand, at that time some publications on the cave were already 
available. In particular, one of them (Bullitt, 1845, reprinted 1985) gives a detailed 
description of the most important features and also includes a map. 
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NOTES 

1 The majority of passages in the cave extend toward the northwest. Perhaps he was 
misled by occasional measurements in a few places. 

2 Styx. 

3 Craveri refers to a previous trip to California where he visited the district that is now th~ 
Calaveras Big Trees State Park. Probably the local people somewhat overstated the size of 
such trees. 

4 Diatoms. 

5 Probably he was wrong, because such a "fish" should have been the Proteus allguinus of 
the Adelsberg Cave in Austria (now Postojna, Slovenia). 

" 

Fig. 1 - The original sketch by Craveri in his journal reporting the reciprocal position of the passages. 
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aiant5 cc{fin brallcfr 1fto tfre ritJfrt into tfre desertedcfram6ers, wooden bOW{, sto/so/time 

- tRichardsons Syrin8' arcfrea way, sicfesadd(e yit - 'Minerva's dante. [eave the deserted 

chamber. §o down strys into the wi1Jdill8 [a6yrinth yass 6y tfre syredeae[e on the warr­

to gorin's 'Dome - which is S1q'yoSed to be 300 ft· from bottom to tey - back to the deserted 

chamber cross the bottomlessyft tfien we came to the Va([ey of hwniHty where we have 

bent for 30 yds into Willdi1J8 way orfat 'Mans 'Misery - great reG~f - river ha[[ - bacon 

chamber - dead'sea - cross the river Styx on a natllra[ 6ridfJe 50 feet above the water to the 
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Lake Lethe where we take the first Goat &' cross - tfim the 8reat samfy waCk between the 

rivers Lethe &' Xcho where we a8ain take a boat on Xcho river <arch here 10 feet> &' sai( 

halfa mire, sometimes bent dOl/Me anaat other times the vatt(t 30 feet high Landin8 at 

Si([iman's ?i.venue 1-1/2 mire {OIW J'ass 6y Cascad"e ha{{ - the driyJ'ifI[J syrina which 

amounts a(most to a stream thatfa(fs from the ceilina 19 feet - the itiferna( regions - 'The 

8reat Westem steam Shiy - Ore r.Bu{fs Concert t]{a{{ - rNow we enter the yass 0/~0or - 1­

1/2 rona - the han8i1l8 rocks - Q!teens Crown - Corinna's 1)ome - 1fe6e's Syrina 0/ 
sufPhur water at the foot cf the {aider, which we ascend 20 ft into 'Marthas Vineyard 

yass olimfa's ?i.venue - Washi1l8ton's t]{a(( - Snowba(( room - C(eve(allds Cabinet 2 mires 

{o1l8 - Pass ?vtarys bower 11a tura( cross in tfie ceiU1J8 - r:Mamri1 ceiUn8 - which (ooks like 

hairstones aC(over the ceiU1I8 - 1)(111118 taMe - runt to tfie r(9ht to tfie grotto cf X8eria* ­

~tllrn a8ain to the Ca6illet &'yass to the diamond 8rotto - Char(otte's 8rotto, 'Rocky 

mountains. 1)isma{ hO((cnV. SerbIa's arbour - 'Medora's syri118 - WhiCh is the very (ast 0/ 
the cave. 

Visited 6y 'Mr. ana r:Mrs. r:Maca(ester, r:Mr. Wi(fiam C(e(and, 'Mr. james 'Thol1lJ'son cf 
(j{as8°W Scot(anaon the 21 &' 28th cfSeytelllber 1851, the fast visit requiri118 in the cave 

l~ards cf11 hours. 

(*) 1his we have to 80 bellt into for a {0I1[J time. 

1 Mamri, presumably the phonetic spelling for "mammary." 

The last four pages of the copy of Davidson's book in my collection have the 
tour route carefully written in pencil by Mrs. Macalester. Several cave feature 
names are new to those that study Mammoth Cave. Punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling have been preserved as in the original. 

Stanley D. Sides 
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Abstracts from the 1997 History Session 

NSS Convention, Sullivan, MO 


Session Chair - Frederick Grady 

ILLINOIS CAVERNS, PRIDE OF THE ILLINOIS UNDERGROUND · 

Joe Walsh 

Previously known as Eckert Cave, Egyptian Caverns, Burksville Cave, Little Mammoth, 
and Mammoth Cave of Illinois, this cave remains the best known and most historic of all 
the caves in Illinois. 

The cave has probably been known since at least 1795. In 1901 , the cave was proclaimed 
one of the "great wonders of the world" in an article that appeared in the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch. It was featured as part of the St. Louis World's Fair. 

Following the World's Fair, Charles White launched an unsuccessful attempt to 
commercialize the cave, and it was soon forgotten. Armin Krueger was one of the locals 
who actively explored the cave during the next thirty years. In the early 1940's, William 
Hayden attempted to commercialize the cave once more, installing electric lighting and a 
concrete stairway down into the cave. World War II intervened, and gasoline rationing 
soon speeded the end of this venture as well. 

Illinois Caverns once again became a "wild" cave, and was operated by Armin as caretaker 
until his death in August, 1996. The cave now belongs to the Illinois Department of 
Conservation. It continues to be open to caving as of this writing. 

Few caves in this writer's experience are as well known and beloved as this beautiful 
cavern beneath the picturesque agricul turallandscape of Southern Illinois. 

IDENTIFICATION OFKENNEfH EMORY'S MYSTERIOUS "HERBERT C. 

SHIPMAN CA VE", PUNA DISTRICT, HAWAIl COUNTY, HAWAII 


Kevin Allred, Stephan Kempe, and William R. Halliday 


In 1945, the great Bishop Museum staff archaeologist Kenneth Emory prepared a 
typescript report on what he called "Herbert C. Shipman Cave", located about 12 miles 
from Hilo, HI. With increasing urbanization, repeated reference to this cave appears in 
archaeological sections of Environmental Impact Statements, but all are based solely on 
Emory's typescript. Until recently, no archaeologist or speleologist is known to have 
located Emory's cave. Recent studies by Hawaii Speleological Survey teams have shown 
that Emory was in two different caves in two different lava flows. Use of the name 
"Herbert C. Shipman Cave" or the abbreviated form "Shipman Cave" should be 
terminated, and the names of the individual caves should be used instead. 
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EARLY MIDWESTERN SHOW CA YES IN MINNESOTA 

Greg Brick 

Until recently, it was assumed that no Minnesota show caves predated the 20th century. 
Research indicates, however, that Minnesota had two of the earliest show caves in the 
Midwest, Fountain Cave and Chute's Cave. Both were located in an urban area, thus 
explaining how they were able to exist so much earlier than the state's rural show caves, 
which had to wait for development of the automobile, and also why their existence was 
short: loss of scenic values due to encroaching urbanization. 

Fountain Cave (1852-1857), often claimed to be the birthplace of St. Paul, MN, is featured 
in old travel guides. Near the cave there was a shanty, where, for a consideration, the 
visitor could obtain a guide and a tallow candle. The highlight of the tour was a room 
called Cascade Parlor, which contained a waterfall, but there were no speleothems in this 
sandstone cave. The cave is no longer accessible, having been buried during highway 
construction in 1960. 

Chute's Cave (1875-1883), in Minneapolis, was discovered in 1864 during the excavation 
of a power tunnel. Advertised in newspapers, ten cents purchased a ride in a boat with a 
flaming torch at the bow, floating more than 500 feet through the abandoned tunnel and 
into the natural cave. It remains the most profusely decorated cave in this part of the state, 
containing a flowstone-coated breakdown pile called the 'Tower of St. Anthony." 

THE MYSTERIOUS MISS RUTH HOPPIN 

Jo Schaper 

Ruth Hoppin is credited with the discovery of the Ozark cavefish (Amblyopsis rosae), the 
bristly cave crayfish (Cmnbarus selOslls Faxoll) and an isopod, the only one of the three to 
be given her name - Asellus /zoppinae. The woman herself has been quite a mystery, 
however, with much of what we know of her being derived from an 1889 article in the 
Bulletin of Comparative Zoology, "Cave Animals from Southwestern Missouri" by Samuel 
Gannan of Harvard. This spring, in connection with the purchase of Sarcoxie Cave (aka 
Day's Cave) in Jasper County, Missouri, Jan Hinsey of the Ozark Regional Land Trust 
unearthed a treasure trove of biographical infonnation on Miss Hoppin, Preceptress of 
botany at Michigan State Nonna! School, Ypsilanti, Michigan. Although how she anived 
in Jasper County is still a mystery, much light has been shed on the life of this botanist and 
cave biologist by these accounts. 
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AN INTRIGUING 1925 SKEfCH MAp OF FLINT RIDGE 

Dr. William R. Halliday 

In 1925 the Chicago Tribune published a sketch map of "the great cave system underlying 
the entire region in the vicinity of Mammoth Cave, in Kentucky" in its coverage of the 
tragedy of Sand Cave. Some parts of it are ludicrous but other parts may have been based 
on actual exploration. Identity of the artist is unknown, but some deductions can be drawn 
from its contents. Location of an "Entrance #2" to Sand Cave suggests a focus for 
ridgewalking. 

The above map shows the location of Sand Cave in which Floyd Collins is imprisoned by a boulder 
trapping his crushed foot. The narrow gallery is part of the great cave system llllderlying the entire region 
in the vicinity of Marrunoth Cave, in Kentucky. 
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ONONDAGA CAVE STATE PARK 

Eugene Vale 

One hundred years ago, in 1897, was the first recorded tour of Onondaga Cave. 
Discovered in 1886, this cave has a rich history. Although there are some gaps, many of 
the families involved with the cave still live in the area. Additional information was gleaned 
through the lens of one of the cave's discoverers, who was an accomplished amateur 
photographer. Some of his original photographs still remain. This presentation will be an 
overall view of Onondaga Cave State Park as it exists today, and will focus on the 
fascinating features of the park's History and Natum! History. 

A GAZEITEER AND BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MAMMOTH CAVE 

Susan Hagan and Michael Sutton 

A gazetteer and bibliography of Mammoth Cave has been in preparation for a number of 
years. Multiple fields makes the data bases flexible and useful for a variety of research 
purposes. Working copies of the gazetteer and bibliography have been selectively 
distributed for review and for reference use. The complete gazetteer and bibliography 
should be available for public distribution (in printed format and computer disc) within two 
years. 

The gazetteer database presently totals 2,100 current and past names of cave passages, 
formations, entrances, and other features. This information was gathered from books, 
diaries, maps, interviews, and by fieldwork in the cave. The history of place names is in 
essence an oral tradition; many names in the database have become disused, reapplied to 
different sites over the years, or in other ways modem usage has become ambiguous and 
inconsistent with past references. The gazetteer does not purport to provide authoritative 
definitions of acceptable use, but rather attempts to record all current and past uses. It is 
cross-referenced to the bibliography. 

The bibliography now contains 3,900 entries. Most of the major references are included, 
as well as a significant number of minor sources (no attempt has been made to judge the 
value of any reference), but many more obscure sources remain to be consulted. The 
current bibliographic database, though preliminary, is complete enough to be of general 
use. 
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