
What you need to know beforeyour Scout caving trip



This program created in cooporationwith

NSS Youth Group Liaison Committee 

and the BSA



Liability and assessment of responsibility

Ultimately, the safety and liability of each member of the

participatingyouth lieswith the youth group leaders. They are fully

responsible for each member of their group, their level of 

participation, and their complete involvement in each step of the

training. LeadersMUSTbe present at all times, participatingand 

completingeach part of theprogram. Groupsdo not advance or 

participate in theprogram in any way without their leaders

Youth group leadersshould never subject their organization to the

risksof cave exploration without training. Leadersmust interview and

be comfortable with the cavers facilitatingthe trainingsessionsfor

their youth group participants. If you are not comfortable with the

quality of trainingand the people who will leadyour groupςit isyour

responsibility to terminate the program.



Warnings- Disclaimer of Liability

Participating in orientation and training for cave 
exploration, despite all of the best effortsto prepare 
and train individuals for caving, doesnot guarantee that 
everyone will be 100%safe. CAVEEXPLORATIONIS 
INHERENTLYDANGEROUS. Serious injury of death could 
result from the use of the techniques, practices, or
equipment described in this trainingprogram. You are
responsible for your own safety. Even when using the
most safe and cautiouspractices, accidentscan happen.
You assume the risk of injury or death by using the
techniques, practices, or equipment described in this
training.



CAVERSMOTTO:

Å Take Nothingbut
Picturesς

Å Leave Nothingbut
carefully placed
Footprintsς

ÅKill Nothingbut Time.
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Caves are natural openingswithin the earth that usually extend deep
beyond the reachof light. They are found in many types ofrock, but are
most common in limestone and gypsum. These caves were formed by

water under the surface of the earth.



Another type of cave is the SEA CAVE.

Sea caveswere formed alongcliffsand rocky seashores.



Seacaveswere formed by wavescrashingagainst rocky coastline or coral reefs. Waves
canhit seacliffswith blows averagingseveral hundred poundsper square inch, which 
erode the soil and rock, and after many yearscreate seacaves



A another type of cave isa LAVA TUBE
As the lava flows from its source, the outside 
of the lava is cooled by air and creates a hard 
outer shell. As the lava flow decreases the 
hard outer shell is still intact, when flow 
finally stops the tube is left empty.  


